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2015 English Language Arts/English Language Development Primary Adoption of Instructional Materials: Approval of Revised Schedule of Significant Events, Appointment of Reviewers, and Approval of Criteria Maps and Content Standards Maps.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES
Education Code (EC) Section 60211 authorizes the State Board of Education (SBE) to adopt instructional materials for kindergarten and grades one to eight (K–8), inclusive, that are aligned to California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy) and the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards) in November 2015.
In accordance with statute and regulations, and as recommended by the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC), the SBE approval of the Revised Schedule of Significant Events (Revised Timeline), which extended the reviewer recruitment period to 
October 1, 2014 (Attachment 1) is required.
California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR), Section 9512(a) requires that the SBE appoint Instructional Materials Reviewers (IMRs) and Content Review Experts (CREs) (Attachments 2 and 3) to serve as advisors to the IQC and the SBE in the review of instructional materials submitted for adoption.

In accordance with statute and regulations, and as recommended by the IQC, the 
SBE-adopted evaluation criteria and content standards for the 2015 ELA/ELD Adoption have been organized into tables called maps for convenient use by publishers, IMRs, and CREs during the adoption process and are submitted for approval (Attachment 4). 
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE approve the Revised Timeline.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve appointment of IMRs and CREs as recommended by the IQC.

The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the evaluation criteria maps and content standards maps for Program Types 1 through 4 as recommended by the IQC. The Evaluation Criteria Map and Content Standards Map for Program Type 5 are not included pending further review and approval by the Instructional Quality Commission. The Program 5 maps will then be submitted for final approval to the SBE at its January 2015 meeting.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Shortly after the SBE approved the Timeline and the IMR and CRE Online Application for Reviewers, and were publically posted, the recruitment period for reviewers began (April 1, 2014). By the initial deadline of August 1, 2014, 127 applications had been submitted. That number of applicants falls short of the anticipated need for 220+ reviewers and necessitated extending the recruitment period to October 1, 2014. Consequently, the extension required the Timeline to be revised, which provided an opportunity to incorporate more details into existing items which were not known when the Timeline was first approved. However, the major milestones remain the same.

The second cohort of applications will be forthcoming to the SBE as a January 2015 item.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
September 2014: The IQC approved the Revised Timeline, recommended the first cohort of IMR and CRE applicants, and approved the criteria maps and content standards maps.
March 2014: The SBE approved the draft Timeline and the draft IMR and CRE Online Application for the English Language Arts/English Language Development Adoption (ELA/ELD Adoption).
November 2013: The IQC approved the draft Timeline and the draft IMR and CRE Online Application for the English Language Arts/English Language Development Adoption (ELA/ELD Adoption).
October 2013: Education Code (EC) Section 60211 authorized the SBE to adopt basic instructional materials for kindergarten and grades one through eight (K–8) that are aligned to the SBE-adopted content standards for English language arts and English language development no later than November 30, 2015.
November 2012: The SBE approved the revised CA ELD Standards that are aligned with the CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy.
August 2010: The SBE adopted the CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy, developed by the Common Core State Standards Initiative, as proposed by the California Academic Content Standards Commission (modified on March 13, 2013, per Senate Bill 1200, Statues of 2012).

FISCAL ANALYSIS 
SB 201 required the CDE to provide public notice to all publishers and manufacturers that they will be assessed a fee to offset the cost of conducting the adoption process. The CDE estimates that the cost of the upcoming ELA/ELD Adoption will be $350,000, exclusive of staff costs.

During the spring of 2015, the CDE will collect letters of intent to participate from publishers and manufacturers of ELA/ELD instructional materials. Thereafter, the CDE will assess fees that will be payable by these entities based upon the number of programs and grade levels that they indicate will be submitted. Following receipt of the assessed fees, the CDE will begin the process of associating costs via the Department’s approved accounting systems process.

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1:
Revised Schedule of Significant Events (1 Page)
Attachment 2:
Instructional Materials Reviewer applications Summary List (7 Pages: 71 applications. Full applications and resumes available in Board Room)

Attachment 3:
Content Review Expert Applications Summary List (12 Pages: 55 applications. Full applications and resumes available in Board Room)

Attachment 4:
2015 ELA/ELD Adoption Criteria Maps and Content Standards Maps (Located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/)

(The Evaluation Criteria Map and Content Standards Map for Program Type 5 are not included pending further review and approval by the Instructional Quality Commission. The Program 5 maps will then be submitted for final approval to the SBE at its January 2015 meeting.)
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