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	SUBJECT

Update on Issues Related to California’s Implementation of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and Other Federal Programs, Including, but Not Limited to, the School Improvement Grant Federal Targeted Monitoring Review.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This standing item allows the California Department of Education (CDE) to brief the State Board of Education (SBE) on timely topics related to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and other federal programs.
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the SBE take action as deemed necessary and appropriate. No specific action is recommended at this time. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
The School Improvement Grant (SIG) program is authorized through Section 1003(g) of Title I of the ESEA. These grants are awarded to state educational agencies (SEAs) to provide competitive subgrants to help local educational agencies (LEAs) address the needs of schools in Program Improvement, corrective action, and restructuring to improve student achievement.
Update on the School Improvement Grant

During the week of January 27, 2014, two monitoring teams from the U.S. Department of Education (ED) reviewed the CDE's administration of SIG. In addition to interviewing CDE staff, the monitoring teams reviewed four LEAs that were awarded SIG funding. Specifically, the ED reviewed the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD), the Stockton Unified School District (SUSD), the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD), and the Inglewood Unified School District (IUSD). On July 29, 2014, the CDE received the final Targeted Monitoring Review of School Improvement Grants Report. Within 30 business days of receipt of this report, the CDE must respond to the Targeted Monitoring Review Findings listed below. 
Targeted Monitoring Review Findings
CDE Findings Related to LEA-level Implementation: Critical Element 2
1. The CDE has not ensured that schools implementing the transformation model are using teacher and principal evaluation systems that take into account data on student growth as a significant factor.


2. The CDE has not ensured that Monroe Middle School, in the IUSD, implemented a system of rewards, based in part on student growth, for teachers who have positively impacted student achievement.


3. The CDE has not ensured that the IUSD implemented strategies designed to recruit, place, and retain staff with the skills necessary to meet the needs of students in a transformation school. 

Related to the two IUSD findings noted above, the CDE has scheduled a follow up on-site visit with the IUSD on November 3–7, 2014, to ensure continued progress toward meeting the SIG implementation requirements.

CDE Finding Related to SEA-level Monitoring: Critical Element 5
1. The CDE did not conduct a thorough review of Cohort 1 LEA SIG implementation in order to determine which SIG schools would be permitted to utilize unspent SIG funds to continue full implementation of a SIG model in a fourth year. In addition, the CDE did not ensure that Cohort 1 schools permitted to continue implementing in a fourth year did so with fidelity to SIG requirements.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
Issues related to Cohort 1 LEA Year Four Implementation: Amendment to California’s Fiscal Year 2009 SIG
On March 13, 2013, as part of Item 17, the SBE authorized SBE President Michael W. Kirst, in consultation with State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) Tom Torlakson, to approve California’s request to the ED to extend the availability of California’s fiscal year (FY) 2009 SIG allocation to September 30, 2014. (See http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/mar13item17.doc.)
On May 13, 2013, the ED released an invitation to states to request a waiver previously granted under Section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act, 20 United States Code (USC) Section 1225(b), to extend the period of availability of the FY 2009 SIG funds awarded under Section 1003(g) of the ESEA until September 30, 2014. This request to extend availability of funds would permit an SEA to identify and allow LEAs with Cohort 1 SIG schools that meet specific conditions additional time to expend remaining FY 2009 SIG funds in those schools.
On July 11, 2013, as part of Item 28, the SBE authorized SBE President Michael W. Kirst, in consultation with SSPI Tom Torlakson, to approve the eligibility list, application, and criteria for eligible Cohort 1 SIG LEAs to apply for an extension of FY 2009 SIG funds through September 30, 2014, and approve funding for Cohort 1 SIG LEAs that submit an approvable application. (See http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr13/documents/jul13item28.doc.)
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
SIG funds provide LEAs with grants ranging from $50,000 to $2 million per year, per school for up to three years.

Cohort 2

FYs 2010, 2011, and 2012 SIG funds of approximately $191 million are currently being used to provide funding to 14 LEAs serving 39 schools beginning in 2012–13.

Cohort 1

FY 2009 SIG funds of $412 million were awarded to 41 LEAs on behalf of 91 schools beginning in 2010–11.
ATTACHMENT(S)
None.
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