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Recommendations for Approval of the Correspondence Study Report, and Request that the Augmentation Document to the California English Language Development Standards Be Opened for Public Comment.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

The United States Department of Education (ED) requires states that receive Title III funds establish standards and objectives for raising the level of English proficiency (No Child Left Behind [NCLB] Section 3113[b][2]). The standards are to be aligned with achievement of the challenging State academic content and student academic achievement standards described in NCLB Section 1111(b)(1).  

Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 60811.4, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI) shall recommend to the State Board of Education (SBE) modifications to the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards) adopted pursuant former Section 60811.3 to link with the California Standards for Mathematics (CA SM) and the California Science Standards (CA SS).
In addition, the SSPI is recommending that the correspondence between the CA ELD Standards and the academic content standards for mathematics and science be made more explicit in an augmentation document that gives example of the correspondence to the CA SM and the CA SS and that this document be opened for public comment for 30 days. The augmentation document will be presented to the SBE for approval in November, 2015.
RECOMMENDATION
The SSPI recommends that the SBE approve the Correspondence Study Report. Additionally, the SSPI recommends the augmentation document that shows explicit examples of how the CA ELD Standards correspond to the language demands of the academic content standards for mathematics and science be open to review and public comment for 30 days and return for SBE approval in November, 2015.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Assembly Bill (AB) 899, signed by the Governor in October 2013 and codified as California EC Section 60811.4 requires the SSPI to recommend to the SBE modifications to the CA ELD Standards to link with the academic content standards for mathematics and the content standards for science adopted by the SBE. 

The California Department of Education contracted with WestEd to conduct a study to examine the degree and nature of correspondence of the CA ELD Standards to the language demands found in the CA SM and the CA SS. WestEd organized two internal teams of experts. One team was comprised of recognized curriculum, instruction and assessment experts in ELD and/or mathematics. The second team was comprised of recognized curriculum, instruction and assessment ELD and/or science experts. These teams were instructed to establish that the ELD standards were or were not adequate to ensure sufficient language development for the demands of mathematics and science content learning.

A report titled, Correspondence Study Report (Attachment 1), was delivered to the CDE on June 3, 2015. WestEd found strong evidence that the CA ELD Standards correspond to the language demands found within the both content standards. The study conducted by WestEd found the correspondences were strong but implicit. The Correspondence Study Report indicates there is sufficient correspondence, and modifications to the CA ELD Standards are not necessary. Therefore, the SSPI recommends the Correspondence Study Report be approved by the SBE and fulfill the obligation of both State and federal requirements.
The SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, appointed and convened a panel of experts to review the findings of the Correspondence Study in accordance to the requirements in EC 60811.4. The panel comprised of teachers, site and district administrators, county offices of education, institutions of higher education, and researchers with demonstrated experience instructing English learners (ELs). The WestEd team leads presented the Correspondence Study to the panel of experts.
This panel convened on April 2, 2015 to review the findings in the Correspondence Study which included examples of the correspondence between the ELD standards and the academic content standards for mathematics and science. Consistent with the Correspondence Study findings, the expert panel agreed that the correspondence between the standards was strong but implicit and therefore the panel of experts recommended the augmentation be further developed to include examples to make the correspondence more explicit. 
The panel of experts was again convened on May 28, 2015 to review the edits made to the documents based on the panel’s feedback. Both meetings were public meetings and held in the SBE room. 

The panel and CDE staff reviewed and again confirmed WestEd findings. The expert panel again recommended that the correspondence among the ELD and content standards be made more explicit to educators as well as to test developers developing large-scale assessments based on the standards. In addition, the panel recommended more reference to the corresponding standards documents and the frameworks. In anticipation there might be modifications to the CA ELD Standards, the CDE had also contracted with WestEd to develop an augmentation document to the CA ELD Standards in ways that support their use in the content areas of mathematics and science
. 
The WestEd team collaborated closely with CDE and the panel of experts to develop the augmentation documents for math and science. The draft augmentation documents illustrate more explicitly how the CA ELD Standards correspond to the CA SM and the CA SS with descriptions and explanations (Attachments 2−4). Comments from the public and panel are summarized in Attachment 5.
The documents provide mathematics and science educators clearer guidance to develop curricula, instruction, and assessment that integrates English language development knowledge, skills, and abilities with mathematics and science practices and concepts. The augmentation documents will also assist large-scale test developers to design items and tasks that more precisely target the language use and linguistic resources required to engage successfully in mathematics and science discourse and learning. 
All K−12 teachers who teach mathematics and science to ELs can ensure ELs have full access to robust mathematics and science curricula and develop, in a timely manner and advance levels of English by utilizing the curriculum frameworks, standards, and the augmentation document. The augmentation document, when used along with the California standards for mathematics, science, and English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework, will serve as a guide for ways to integrate ELD into mathematics and science instruction. 
California English Language Development Standards

Each grade-level CA ELD standard has descriptors for each of the three proficiency levels: Emerging, Expanding, and Bridging. While correspondence applies across all three proficiency levels, the correspondence to the mathematics and science standards’ language demands is focused on the Bridging level. At the Bridging level, EL students continue to learn and apply a range of high‐level English language skills in a wide variety of contexts, including comprehension and production of highly technical texts. 
The correspondence study confirmed the ELD standards’ correspondence at the Bridging level ensuring that the ELD standards adequately address the language demands of mathematics and science content standards at grade level. 

California Standards for Mathematics
The CA SM include two types of standards: Eight Mathematical Practice Standards (identical for each grade level) and Mathematical Content Standards (different at each grade level). The mathematics content standards are designed and intended to connect to the mathematical practices (MPs) that apply across all standards at all grade levels. The mathematical practices focus on processes and proficiencies that include explicit wording specific to language uses and purposes, such as explain and communicate. The augmentation document lists the key MPs related to each ELD standard, and provides a content example for a mathematics standard that clearly exemplifies the language demands entailed in the mathematics standards that are explicit in the CA ELD Standards. 
Next Generation Science Standards for California Public Schools

The CA SS are designed around three interrelated dimensions: science and engineering practices (SEP), disciplinary core ideas (DCI), and crosscutting concepts (CCC). Performance Expectations (PEs) embody these three dimensions. The augmentation document lists the key SEPs related to each ELD standard, and provides a content example based on one or more PEs that clearly exemplifies the language demands entailed in the science standards that are explicit in the CA ELD Standards. The SEPs are described in Appendix F of the CA SS found on the Next Generation Science Standards.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
April 2015: The CDE informed the SBE of the process for recommendation and appointment of a panel of experts in consultation with SBE liaisons and approved by the SSPI.
October 2014: The CDE informed the SBE of AB 899 and the implementation timeline for completion of the correspondence of the CA ELD Standards to the CA SM and CA SS.   


FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The Correspondence Study Report and Augmentation Documents are available only electronically. Funding was not allocated to print the documents. It is estimated it would cost $75,000 to print 10,000 copies. Funding was provided to contract with WestEd to conduct the analysis and for CDE to convene a Panel of Experts.
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Correspondence Study Report (118 pages) 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/corspndstdyrptab899.pdf
Attachment 2: Introduction to the Augmentation Document (13 pages)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/draftagmtneldstndab899.doc
Attachment 3: Augmentation Document for Math (209 pages)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/draftagmtneldstndab899mth.pdf
Attachment 4: Augmentation Document for Science (214 pages)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/draftagmtneldstndab899sci.pdf
Attachment 5: Summary of Comments from the Public and Panel of Experts (19 pages)
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/fdbkagmntnab899.doc
� The term “augment” is operative because no reason was found to alter the CA ELD Standards as they are currently written;


there is benefit to augment them with examples that illustrate more explicitly the connection of the ELD Standards to the language demands found in mathematics and science content standards.
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