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	SUBJECT

School Improvement Grant: Request a Waiver to Carry Over 100 Percent of the Fiscal Year 2014 School Improvement Grant Allocation Under Section 1003(g) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

On February 9, 2015, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) released the School Improvement Grant (SIG) fiscal year (FY) 2014 state educational agency (SEA) application and updated SIG final requirements, with an SEA SIG Application due date of April 15, 2015. Currently, the FY 2014 SIG allocation is available for obligation through September 30, 2016. California has not been awarded the FY 2014 SIG allocation; however, due to the late release of the SIG Application for FY 2014 and the SIG final requirements, the ED is offering SEAs the opportunity to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2014 SIG allocation to use for program implementation beginning in the 2016—17 school year (SY). To carry over the FY 2014 SIG allocation, the ED requires states to submit an abbreviated SIG Application for FY 2014 and a justification letter containing a “Tydings Amendment” to waive Section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (the “Tydings Amendment”) to obligate federal FY 2014 SIG funds until September 30, 2020. 

RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) authorize SBE President Michael W. Kirst, in consultation with State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, to approve California’s abbreviated SIG Application for FY 2014 and request a waiver from the ED to allow California to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2014 SIG allocation to be awarded along with the FY 2015 SIG allocation for awards beginning in the 2016—17 SY. The abbreviated SIG Application for FY 2014 is included as Attachment 1. The justification letter, containing a “Tydings Amendment” to obligate California’s FY 2014 SIG allocation until September 30, 2020, to Heather Rieman, Acting Assistant Secretary, is included as Attachment 2.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
On February 26, 2015, the ED provided SEAs with the option to carry over the FY 2014 SIG allocation, to use for program implementation beginning in the 2016—17 SY. The ED process to carry over the FY 2014 SIG allocation requires California to:

· Submit an abbreviated SIG Application for FY 2014 with instruction to:

· Complete and sign the application cover sheet

· Complete the chart on page five of the application for schools not renewed
· The FY 2014 SIG final requirements state that an SEA may use funds from the FY 2014 SIG allocation for continuation awards for existing cohorts. If awarded, California will use the FY 2014 SIG allocation to conduct a new awards competition. Therefore, the chart on page five indicates that use of continuation awards is not applicable (N/A)
· Attach a letter to the application that includes:

· A justification to carry over funds from the FY 2014 SIG allocation 
· A plan for use of the FY 2014 SIG funds from the FY 2014 SIG allocation
· A request for a “Tydings Amendment” waiver for the FY 2014 SIG allocation (which can only be extended to September 30, 2020)
The FY 2014 SIG final requirements introduce several program changes that affect future SIG cohorts, including the SIG award grant period. Under the FY 2010 SIG final requirements, awarded local educational agencies (LEAs) are required to implement the selected intervention model(s) for a three-year grant period. The FY 2014 SIG final requirements allow an LEA to implement the selected intervention model(s) for a minimum of three years to a maximum of five years. Without a “Tydings Amendment” waiver, the FY 2014 SIG allocation is available for obligation through September 30, 2016. If California is awarded the FY 2014 SIG allocation and the “Tydings Amendment” is approved, California will be able to extend the period of availability of FY 2014 SIG funds to September 30, 2020. This extension ensures that California has the ability to make five-year awards available to the next cohort of SIG eligible LEAs and schools. 
If awarded, California will combine the FY 2014 SIG allocation with the FY 2015 SIG allocation to conduct a new SIG awards competition in 2016. This provides the CDE with additional time to complete all required components of the SIG SEA application and necessary technical assistance to LEAs around the FY 2014 SIG final requirements.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
At its July 2011 meeting, the SBE took action to approve a request for a waiver to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2010 SIG allocation to award subgrants to eligible LEAs and schools in Cohort 2. FY 2010 SIG funds were used to fund the first year of the three-year SIG sub-grant beginning in the 2012–13 SY with subsequent years being funded using California’s FY 2011 and FY 2012 SIG allocations. 
At its July 2012 meeting, the SBE took action to approve a request for a waiver to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2011 SIG allocation.

At its November 2013 meeting, the SBE took action to approve a request for a waiver to carry over 100 percent of the FY 2012 SIG allocation.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The SIG funds provide LEAs with grants ranging from $50,000 to $2 million per school per year. California’s FY 2014 SIG allocation is approximately $59 million. Pending approval of the carryover request waiver, California will combine the FY 2014 and FY 2015 SIG allocations to award sub-grants to LEAs for the first four years of the five-year grant period (2016—17, 2017—18, 2018—19, and 2019—20 SYs). The fifth year (2020—21) of the grant award period will be funded using the remainder of the FY 2015 SIG funds. 
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1:
School Improvement Grants Application for FY 2014 New Awards Competition (3 Pages)
Attachment 2:
Draft July 13, 2015, joint letter from Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, California Department of Education, and Michal W. Kirst, President, California State Board of Education, to Heather Rieman, Acting Assistant Secretary, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, U.S. Department of Education, regarding California’s School Improvement Grant Waiver to Carry Over 100 Percent of Fiscal Year 2014 School Improvement Grant Funds and its Conditions (2 Pages)

School Improvement Grants

Application for FY 2014 New Awards Competition

Section 1003(g) of the

Elementary and Secondary Education Act

Fiscal Year 2014

CFDA Number: 84.377A

State Name: California
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U.S. Department of Education

Washington, D.C. 20202

OMB Number: 1810-0682

Expiration Date: September 30, 2016

Paperwork Burden Statement

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid OMB control number. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 100 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is required to obtain or retain benefit (authorized under section 1003(g) of title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended (ESEA). Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to the U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20210-4537 or email ICDocketMgr@ed.gov and reference the OMB Control Number 1810-0682. Note: Please do not return the completed School Improvement Grant application to this address.

APPLICATION COVER SHEET

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANTS

	Legal Name of Applicant:  

California Department of Education
	Applicant’s Mailing Address: 

1430 N Street Sacramento, CA 95814-5901

	State Contact for the School Improvement Grant  

Name:  Robert Storelli
Position and Office: Director, Improvement and Accountability Division
Contact’s Mailing Address: 

California Department of Education 

1430 N Street, Suite 6208

Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
Telephone: 916-319-0833
Fax: 916-319-0123
Email address: STO@cde.ca.gov

	Chief State School Officer (Printed Name): 

Tom Torlakson
	Telephone: 

916-319-0800

	Signature of the Chief State School Officer: 

X  
	Date: 



	The State, through its authorized representative, agrees to comply with all requirements applicable to the School Improvement Grants program, including the assurances contained herein and the conditions that apply to any waivers that the State receives through this application.




Part I:  SEA Requirements

The directions below indicate information an SEA must provide in its application for a School Improvement Grant under section 1003(g). Where relevant, these directions distinguish between the information that must be provided by SEAs that have approved requests for ESEA flexibility and those that do not. For any section that is not applicable to a particular SEA, the SEA should write “Not Applicable.”

	For SEAs approved for ESEA flexibility: Eligible Schools List: Each SEA should provide a link to the page on its Web site or a link to the specific page(s) in its approved ESEA flexibility request that includes a list of priority and focus schools. That list should clearly indicate which schools are SIG-eligible (i.e., meet the definition of priority or focus school in the document titled ESEA Flexibility). 



	For all SEAs: Awards not renewed, or otherwise terminated:  All SEAs are required to list any LEAs with one or more schools for which funding under previously awarded SIG grants will not be renewed for the 2015-2016 school year. For each such school, note the date of nonrenewal or termination, reason for nonrenewal or termination, the amount of unused remaining funds, and explain how the SEA or LEA plans to use those funds. If all schools have been renewed, please indicate not applicable (“N/A”) in the chart: 

LEA Name

School Name

Date of nonrenewal or Termination

Reason for nonrenewal or Termination

Description of how remaining funds were or will be Used

Amount of Remaining Funds

Total Amount of Remaining Funds:
N/A 
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	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MICHAEL W. KIRST, President

	916-319-0800
	1430 N Street   Sacramento, CA 95814-5901
	916-319-0827


DRAFT July 13, 2015

Heather Rieman, Acting Assistant Secretary

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

Dear Acting Assistant Secretary Rieman:

The state of California hereby submits for your consideration a waiver to allow California to carry over 100 percent of California’s fiscal year (FY) 2014 School Improvement Grant (SIG) allocation to be awarded along with the FY 2015 SIG allocation for awards beginning in the 2016–17 school year (SY). California will use the combined allocations to award sub-grants for the first four years of the five-year grant period (2016—17, 2017—18, 2018—19, and 2019—20 SYs). The fifth year (2020—21) of the grant award period will be funded using the remainder of the FY 2015 SIG allocation. 
Additionally, the state of California requests to waive Section 421(b) of the General Education Provisions Act (the “Tydings Amendment”) as it affects the authority of California and its subgrantees to obligate FY 2014 SIG funds until September 30, 2020. 

Due to the late release of the SIG Application for FY 2014 and the SIG final requirements, it was not possible for California to meet the federal deadline for submission of the SIG Application for FY 2014 by April 15, 2015. 

Prior to submitting this waiver request, California provided all schools in the state eligible to receive a SIG, as well as the public, with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment on this request. California provided such notice by posting a public item on the July 2015 Agenda for the California State Board of Education (SBE). Refer to Item 10 on the SBE Agenda for July 2015 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/agenda201507.asp. California received __ public comments regarding this issue.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Keric Ashley, Deputy Superintendent, District, School, and Innovation Branch, by phone at 916-319-0637 or by e-mail at kashley@cde.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Tom Torlakson




Michael W. Kirst

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
President

California Department of Education

California State Board of Education
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