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Thrive Public Schools: Consider a Material Revision of the Charter to Change from Kindergarten and Grade Six to Kindergarten through Grade Eight.
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)
Thrive Public Schools (TPS), a State Board of Education (SBE)-authorized charter school, requests a material revision of its charter to amend its build-out plan for the grade levels served by the school beginning in 2015–16 as specified on p. 1 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS) April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. TPS was authorized on July 9, 2014, to serve 168 pupils in kindergarten and grade six in the first year of operation. TPS requests a material revision to add grade two through grade five and grade eight in 2015–16, with a projected enrollment of 168 pupils. The TPS material revision indicates the charter seeks approval to increase enrollment by adding classes over the next four years as specified on p. 1 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. 
RECOMMENDATION
California Department of Education Recommendation

The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE hold a public hearing to consider the CDE’s recommendation to conditionally approve, with one condition and seven technical amendments, the request for a material revision to the TPS charter petition to change from kindergarten and grade six to kindergarten through grade eight as specified on p. 1 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS 
April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. 
Advisory Commission on Charter Schools Recommendation

The ACCS considered the TPS material revision at its April 8, 2015, meeting. The ACCS voted unanimously to accept the CDE recommendation that the SBE approve the material revision for TPS to change from kindergarten and grade six to kindergarten through grade eight.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
TPS has been an SBE-authorized charter school, located in San Diego, since 
July 9, 2014. The SBE approved the TPS charter petition for a five-year term 

opening with kindergarten and grade six the first year and adding additional grade levels over the next five years to grade eight by year five. 

TPS submitted a material revision to the CDE on February 20, 2015, stating the petitioners propose to serve 168 pupils in kindergarten through grade eight in their second year of operation, 2015–16. Additionally, TPS requests to expand to 756 pupils in kindergarten through grade eight by 2018–19, by adding an additional combination class at each grade level over the course of the next four years as specified on p. 1 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc.
In considering the request for a material revision, CDE reviewed the following:

· The TPS petition and appendices, Attachments 3 and 5 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www2.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a3.pdf and http://www2.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a5.pdf.

· Educational and demographic data of schools where pupils would otherwise be required to attend, Attachment 2 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a2.xls.
· The TPS multi-year budget and financial projections, Attachment 4 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www2.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a4.pdf.
Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) sections 47605(b)(1), 47605(b)(2), 47605(b)(5), and California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) Section 11967.5.1, a material revision to a charter petition must provide a reasonably comprehensive description of multiple required elements as specified on p. 2 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. 
The CDE finds that the TPS petition does provide a reasonably comprehensive description for some of the required elements, as indicated by a “Yes” as specified on 
p. 2 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc.  Others require a technical amendment and are identified by a “Yes*” as specified on p. 2 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. These amendments strengthen or clarify elements for monitoring and accountability purposes. One of the additional required elements is marked by a “No” as specified on p. 2 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. 
If the SBE approves the TPS material revision, the CDE recommends that the SBE include the condition that TPS must revise the petition to include action plans, schoolwide and by subgroup, to meet the goals that address the applicable state priorities by July 1, 2015, as specified on p. 38 of Attachment 1 of Agenda Item 07 on the ACCS April 8, 2015, Meeting Notice on the SBE ACCS Web page located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/cc/cs/documents/accs-apr15item06a1.doc. 
The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the request for a material revision of the TPS charter, with the recommended technical amendments and condition, for the following reasons:

· TPS provides pupils with a sound educational program addressing the Common Core State Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards through an authentic, pupil-centered, mastery-based approach that integrates Project-Based Learning, Blended/Targeted Learning, and a “whole child” approach via Exploratory Learning to ensure students gain real world understanding of content and how to learn.
· TPS ensures that their teachers have the time, resources, skills, and support to meet individual pupil needs based on data, inquiry, and ongoing reflection.

· The TPS budget projections for revenues, expenditures, and fund balances appear sufficient. The CDE concludes that the TPS multi-year budget appears to be fiscally viable, with a positive ending fund balance of $271,968 and adequate reserves.

· TPS has submitted all required documentation to the CDE including but not limited to, attendance reports, compliance documents, budgets, and audit reports.
The TPS petition addresses the requirements of EC Section 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii), including a description of the school’s annual goals, for all pupils (i.e. schoolwide) and subgroups identified pursuant to EC Section 52052, for each of the applicable state priorities identified in EC Section 52060(d), however, the petition does not include descriptions of the specific annual actions the school will take to achieve each of the identified annual goals schoolwide or by subgroup to satisfy the requirement of EC Section 52052.
The CDE finds that the TPS material revision meets the standards and criteria in 

EC Section 47605 with the required technical amendments and proposed condition.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
Currently, 25 charter schools operate under SBE authorization as follows:

· One statewide benefit charter, operating a total of six sites

· One countywide benefit charter

· Eight districtwide charters operating a total of eighteen sites

· Fifteen charter schools, authorized on appeal after local or county denial

The SBE delegates oversight duties of the districtwide charters to the county office of education of the county in which the districtwide charter is located. The SBE delegates oversight duties of the remaining charter schools to the CDE.

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
As an SBE-authorized charter school, the CDE would receive approximately one percent of the TPS general purpose apportionment for CDE oversight activities. However, no additional resources are allocated to the CDE for oversight.

ATTACHMENT(S)
None
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