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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
november 2015 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by two local educational agencies for a renewal to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3051.16(b)(3), the requirement that educational interpreters for Deaf and Hard of Hearing students meet minimum qualifications as of July 1, 2009, to allow two interpreters to continue to provide services to students until June 30, 2016, under a remediation plan to complete those minimum requirements.
Waiver Numbers: Hemet Unified School District 13-7-2015
                             Sutter County Office of Education 8-7-2015

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES


The State Board of Education (SBE) must determine if Ginger Stewart and Richiane Cristobal qualify for educational interpreter waivers to provide educational interpreter services until June 30, 2016.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050

	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends approval of the waiver requests for Ginger Stewart and Richiane Cristobal with the individual conditions noted in Attachment 1.

	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


The Individual with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEIA 2004) requires that interpreters for pupils who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing meet state-approved or state-recognized certification, registration, or other comparable requirements, as defined in Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 300.156(b)(1).

To meet this federal requirement, the California Code of Regulations, Section 3051.16(b)(3) require the following:


By July 1, 2009, and thereafter, an educational interpreter shall be certified by the national Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID), or equivalent; in lieu of RID certification or equivalent, an educational interpreter must have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA), the Educational Sign Skills Evaluation-Interpreter/Receptive (ESSE-I/R), or the National Association of the Deaf/American Consortium of Certified Interpreters (NAD/ACCI) assessment. If providing Cued Language transliteration, a transliterator shall possess Testing/Evaluation and Certification Unit (TECUnit) certification, or have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the EIPA – Cued Speech.

Demographic Information: 

The Hemet Unified School District has a student population of 20,825 and is located in a small city in Riverside County. 
The Sutter County Office of Education has a student population of 390 and is located in a rural area in Sutter County.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a), available at

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=33051.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In 2002, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved regulations that required educational interpreters to be certified by the national Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID), or equivalent, by January 1, 2007. As of July 1, 2009, they have been required to be certified by the RID, or equivalent, or to have achieved a score of 4.0 or better on specified assessments.

In November, 2009, the SBE approved a policy regarding educational interpreter waiver requests. That policy is on the CDE Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/documents/interpreter_000.doc
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


  Attachment 1:  List of Waiver Numbers, Districts, Information Regarding Test Scores

                          and Conditions (2 pages) 
Attachment 2:   Hemet Unified School District General Waiver Request 13-7-2015   

                         (4 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver 

                         Office.)
Attachment 3:  Sutter County Office of Education General Waiver Request 8-7-2015 

(3 pages) (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
List of Waiver Numbers, Districts, Information Regarding Test Scores and Conditions

	Waiver 

Number
	LEA
	Interpreter
	Period of Request
	Local Board and Public Hearing Approval Date

Public Hearing Requirement
	Bargaining Unit, Representative(s) Consulted, Date and Position


	Advisory Committee Consulted, Date and Position
	Previous Waivers

(Yes/No)

Date
	Name, Date, and Score of Most Recent Evaluation
	Name, Dates, and Scores of Previous Evaluations
	Date of Hire

	13-7-2015
	Hemet Unified School District
	Ginger Stewart
	Requested:

8/10/2015

 to 

6/30/2016

Recommended: 

8/10/2015

 to 

6/30/2016


	7/21/2015
Notice posted at schools and at district office
	California School Employees Association

Bonnie Little  President

6/24/2015
Support
	District Advisory Committee

7/1/2015
No objections
	Yes
3/14/2012 
to 
3/14/2013

7/2/2013 
to 
6/30/2014

7/2/2014
 to 

6/30/2015

	EIPA

1/24/2015

3.7

	EIPA Prehire Screen 10/14/2013

“OK to Hire”
EIPA 11/18/2013

3.7

EIPA 

1/11/2014

3.5


	3/14/2012

	
	Conditions:

1. The Hemet Unified School District must continue to provide Ms. Stewart with weekly one-on-one mentorship, based on an individualized professional development plan, by a qualified interpreter.

2. By June 2016, the Hemet Unified School District must provide CDE with new assessment scores for Ms. Stewart.
Note: This is a fourth waiver request. The CDE recommends approval with conditions because Hemet is remote. If the Hemet Unified School District released Ms. Stewart, the district would be unlikely to find a qualified replacement. The district continues to provide mentorship for her, and Ms. Stewart received strong endorsements from her mentor interpreters and from several Deaf individuals. No future waiver requests for Ms. Stewart will be approved by the SBE.



Created by California Department of Education

August 26, 2015

List of Waiver Numbers, Districts, Information Regarding Test Scores and Conditions

	Waiver 

Number
	LEA
	Interpreter
	Period of Request
	Local Board and Public Hearing Approval Date

Public Hearing Requirement
	Bargaining Unit, Representative(s) Consulted, Date and Position


	Advisory Committee Consulted, Date and Position
	Previous Waivers

(Yes/No)

Date
	Name, Date, and Score of Most Recent Evaluation
	Name, Dates, and Scores of Previous Evaluations
	Date of Hire

	8-7-2015
	Sutter County Office of Education
	Richiane Cristobal
	Requested:

8/3/2015 
to 
6/30/2016
Recommended: 

8/3/2015 
to 
6/30/2016

	7/8/2015
Notice in local newspaper
	California School Employees Association

Lisa Wolfe  President

7/1/2015
Support
	Community Advisory Committee

7/8/2015

No objections

	Yes
8/11/2014 
to 
6/30/2015

	EIPA 

2/7/2015
3.8


	EIPA

4/6/2014
3.6

	2/14/2006  Para-Educator
7/1/2008 Para-Educator with Signing Skills

8/11/2014

Educational Interpreter

	
	Conditions:

1. The Sutter County Office of Education must continue to provide Ms. Cristobal with weekly one-on-one mentorship, based on an individualized professional development plan, by a qualified interpreter.

2. By June 2016, the Sutter County Office of Education must provide CDE with new assessment scores for Ms. Cristobal.


Created by California Department of Education
August 26, 2015

 California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 3367082
Waiver Number: 13-7-2015

Active Year: 2015
Date In: 7/23/2015 2:57:30 PM
Local Education Agency: Hemet Unified School District 
Address: 1791 West Acacia Ave.
Hemet, CA 92545
Start: 8/10/2015

End: 6/30/2016
Waiver Renewal: Y
Previous Waiver Number: 3-7-2014-W-03
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 11/14/2014
Waiver Topic: Special Education Program
Ed Code Title: Educational Interpreter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Ed Code Section: CCR, Title 5, Section 3051.16(b)(3)
Ed Code Authority: 33050-33053
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: 5 CCR 3051.16 (b)(3) Specialized Services for Low-Incidence Disabilities educational Interpreter not Meeting State and Federal Qualifications
Outcome Rationale: Hemet Unified School District (HUSD) is located 45 minutes away from a larger city. It is not close to a major freeway HUSD had a difficult time recruiting an interpreter with the skill level of Ginger Stewart. Without Ginger's high level of skill the students in the District would not have been able to access academics at the same level as their peers. If this waive is not granted by your panel, HUSD will be forced to use R.I.S.E.an interpreting agency. Outside of the school day Ginger is an employee of R.I.S.E. 
The owner of R.I.S.E. was Ginger's previous mentor and has written a letter that will be attached that speaks to her skill level as an interpreter along with several other letters from member of our local deaf community.

Student Population: 20825
City Type: Small
Public Hearing Date: 7/21/2015
Public Hearing Advertised: Notice posted at schools; posted at District Office
Local Board Approval Date: 7/21/2015
Community Council Reviewed By: District Advisory Committee (DAC)
Community Council Reviewed Date: 7/1/2015
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Janet Mendoza
Position: Coordinator, Special Education
E-mail: jmendoza@hemetusd.org 
Telephone: 951-765-5100 x4020
Fax: 951-765-5136
Bargaining Unit Date: 06/24/2015

Name: California School Employees' Association (CSEA)

Representative: Bonnie Little

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 

Documentation and Professional Development Plan

Classroom Sign Language Interpreter

Ginger Stewart

The following Professional Development Plan is intended to increase the level of sign language proficiency in order to meet the California State qualifications and waiver requirements for the following interpreter: 
Ginger Stewart Record ID: 19086 (previous record ID: 17006), (previous Record ID: 14837)
Professional Development Plan

Mentorship:  Ginger will meet weekly with a certified interpreter to mentor her as she develops identified skills per the recommendations outlined on her remediation plan.  Goals are specific to areas identified for professional development in the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment. Janet Mendoza, Special Education Coordinator for Hemet Unified School District, will monitor the log sheets of the above activities.

Ginger will continue to view the Boys Town Educational Interpreters Assessment videos. Ginger is also employed RISE Interpreting Inc. in many capacities such as hospitals, church,  social security appointments,  college classes, or other jobs as assigned. She is often teamed with another RISE interpreter and welcomes feedback from her team partner. Ginger also periodically videotapes herself and compares her signing abilities with the interpreter on the screen. This will be done for both sign and voice to sign interpreting.  Her mentor also previews these video recordings. Ginger attends weekly community events involving the deaf community. Ginger is well known by the deaf community.  Ginger will be available to attend workshops or conferences educationally related to deaf and hard of hearing students, interpreting services, and/or culture. To date, EIPA has no scheduled workshops calendared. Depending on the outcome of Ginger’s next EIPA score more training may be added in the future.

Individualized Goals (developed from the EIPA “Areas Identified for Professional Development “

Goal: All content concepts are to be presented clearly and completely.
Objective: Ginger will use additional process time to analyze the message to convey the teacher’s intent. She will allow adequate language planning time by increasing process time to allow comprehension and planning to convey an effective message using appropriate sign selection, use of space, topicalization, and sign stress for key words.

Goal:  Fingerspelling of Key concept vocabulary

Objective: Ginger will continue to develop analysis of lesson content for identification of key terms that need to be fingerspellled. She will spell these words several times throughout the lesson before reverting to a sign.
Goal: Spatial organization: Develop and build a visual scaffold for interpretation

Objective: Ginger will use the appropriate spatial organization building a visual scaffold for interpretation, particularly in incorporating classifiers and labeling them with either a sign or fingerspelling.

Current Sign Language Interpreters’ EIPA Assessment Scores: 

Roman 1:  3.5

Roman II:  3.6 

Roman III:  4.5 

Roman IV:   3.2

Ginger’s most recent EIPA score, dated 1/24/2015 was a 3.7. 

Previous Sign Language Interpreters’ EIPA Assessment Score 3.5 (1/11/14).

Ginger will schedule to take the EIPA at the next appropriate time related to her last assessment. 

Ginger understands that in order for her to continue in her current position with Hemet Unified School District as an Interpreter/Transliterator III, she must continue to pursue a passing score of 4.0. Ginger is also aware that this waiver must be approved by the California Department of Education. 
Janet Mendoza

Special Education Coordinator 

Hemet Unified School District

Signatures:

Ginger Stewart, Interpreter___________________________________________________________

Bonnie Little, CSEA President_________________________________________________________

Janet Mendoza, Coordinator, Special Education____________________________________________

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 5110512
Waiver Number: 8-7-2015

Active Year: 2015
Date In: 7/14/2015 5:47:38 PM
Local Education Agency: Sutter County Office of Education
Address: 970 Klamath Ln.
Yuba City, CA 95993
Start: 8/3/2015

End: 6/30/2016
Waiver Renewal: Y
Previous Waiver Number: 7-9-2014-W-03
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 1/14/2015
Waiver Topic: Special Education Program
Ed Code Title: Educational Interpreter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

Ed Code Section: CCR, Title 5 Section 3051.16(b)(3)
Ed Code Authority: 33050-33053
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 3051.16:  

An educational interpreter shall be certified by the national Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID), or equivalent; in lieu of RID certification or equivalent, an educational interpreter must have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the Educational Interpreter Performance Assessment (EIPA), the Educational Sign Skills Evaluation-Interpreter and Receptive (ESSE-I/R), or the National Association of the Deaf/American Consortium of Certified Interpreters (NAD/ACCI) assessment. If providing Cued Language transliteration, a transliterator shall possess Testing/Evaluation and Certification Unit (TECUnit) certification, or have achieved a score of 4.0 or above on the EIPA - Cued Speech. 
Outcome Rationale: This is a renewal of a waiver that was originally granted for the time period of 8/11/2014 to 6/30/2015 for an Educational Interpreter that scored a 3.6 on the EIPA on 4/6/2014.  This interpreter has since scored a 3.8 on the EIPA on 2/7/2015, making progress toward the required score of 4.0.  This interpreter was able to make progress even though she was on a medical leave and unable to interpret for 3 months of the school year (January 20, 2015 through March 30, 2015).  She is a valuable employee to Sutter County Superintendent of Schools, and we would like the opportunity to continue to assist her toward reaching the goal of becoming a certified interpreter, while providing services to the DHH students of Sutter County.  We have been unsuccessful at recruiting an already certified interpreter, after extensive advertising.   

Student Population: 390
City Type: Rural
Public Hearing Date: 7/8/2015
Public Hearing Advertised: Notice in local newspaper
Local Board Approval Date: 7/8/2015
Community Council Reviewed By: Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
Community Council Reviewed Date: 7/8/2015
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Wendy Bedard
Position: Human Resources Director
E-mail: wendyb@sutter.k12.ca.us 
Telephone: 530-822-2905
Fax: 530-671-3422
Bargaining Unit Date: 07/01/2015

Name: CSEA, Local Chapter #634

Representative: Lisa Wolfe

Title: CSEA President, Local Chapter

Position: Support

Comments: 

Professional Development / Remediation Plan for 2015-2016
Richiane will receive individual mentoring and professional development activities by a Certified Interpreter.  This work will include meeting with her mentor on a regular basis focusing on skill development, peer mentoring, job shadowing other certified interpreters, attending deaf community events.  

Richiane will work with the mentor to film samples of her work, self-assess the skill domains, and determine the root causes of issues with skills.  Professional development activities will be developed for Richiane to complete.

Richiane will participate in group training sessions, workshops, conferences and any other organized professional development activities as they become available throughout the year.


Specific areas of focus:

· Develop more familiarity with a variety of classifiers and be sure to label classifiers with either a sign or fingerspelling.  

· Processing time that is efficient and results in conveying the overall message, including the teacher’s content and intent.  Focus on clear sentence boundaries to manage the flow of the delivery and to ensure semantically accurate vocabulary.

· Spatial organization, including classifiers and use of space to show comparisons, sequence of events and cause/effect relationships.

· Production of non-manual markers to show adverbs and adjectives and to indicate sentence types.

· Sign to English skills, both receptive and expressive.

· Increase pragmatic awareness – develop analysis time to comprehend and convey the speaker’s pragmatic drive – the intent of WHY someone is speaking. 
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