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	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities, including, but not limited to, Smarter Balanced Assessments (Summative, Interim, and Digital Library Resources), Technology, Summative Assessment in Primary Languages Other than English, California Alternate Assessment, California Next Generation Science Standards Assessments, and Outreach Activities.

	
	Action

	
	
	Information

	
	
	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item reflects the collaboration of the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), the Educational Data Management Division (EDMD), the Special Education Division (SED), and the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division (AMARD) of the California Department of Education (CDE) with regard to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System.

Update on Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments

The CDE plans to launch the 2015–16 Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments on January 19, 2016. Local educational agencies (LEAs) will have access to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments only during the LEA’s selected testing window.

Beginning on January 6, 2016, and continuing through February 3, 2016, CAASPP Pretest Workshops will be conducted in 17 locations across the state. These workshops, in addition to the Webcast, will include information for the attendees on the summative achievement testing (including Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments), security, appeals, scoring, and reporting. Specific dates, times, and locations can be found on the CAASPP Web site at http://www.caaspp.org.  
Update on Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments

As of December 8, 2015 a total of 1,179,384 interim assessments had been started and 1,053,666 completed across 576 California LEAs.
In November 2015, presentation slides and handouts from the Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinics were posted on the CDE CAASPP Web page at http://www.caaspp.org/training/dl-and-ia/. These in-person clinics were provided to LEA CAASPP coordinators throughout the state by Educational Testing Service (ETS) in October 2015 as part of the CAASPP administration contract. 
In December 2015, video recordings and presentation slides from the Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshops were posted in the Test Operations Management System, a secure Web site for California educators involved in administering CAASPP assessments. These in-person workshops were provided throughout the state by ETS in October 2015 as part of the CAASPP administration contract.
In January 2016, the CDE plans to post informational videos on the CDE CAASPP Web page to familiarize and train educators to effectively use the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments. Specific topics to be covered in the videos will include, but not be limited to, an overview of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments, the Interim Assessment Viewing System, the Interim Assessment Test Administrator Interface, the Interim Assessment Hand Scoring System, and the Interim Assessment Reporting System.
Update on Smarter Balanced Digital Library of Formative Assessment Resources

As of December 8, 2015, over 259,239 California educators were registered users of the Smarter Balanced Digital Library. Smarter Balanced will conduct a workshop for State Network of Educator (SNE) members across Smarter Balanced member states on January 25-27, 2016, in Portland, Oregon. The SNE is a group of educators from Smarter Balanced member states that are trained to contribute and review resources for inclusion in the Digital Library. The January SNE workshop will focus on:

· Developing and vetting newly-contributed resources using quality criteria.
· Developing playlists of resources. Playlists, which are lists of Digital Library resources regarding specific subjects (i.e., the formative assessment process,  assessment literacy) will be a new feature in the Digital Library. 
· Reviewing and making necessary adjustments to resource tags. Resource tags are the subject, grade, media type, and end user labels for Digital Library resources and can be used to help identify resources when conducting searches within the Digital Library.
Technology Update

The CDE continues to assist the K–12 High Speed Network (K12HSN) with the implementation of the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant (BIIG) programs, which are designed to assist schools improve their connection to the Internet to administer computer-based assessments. In the first round of funding (BIIG 1.0) from the 2014–15 school year, there are 11 sites completed with data passing through the circuits. There are 13 sites with circuit installation waiting for equipment. There are 137 sites with Work in Progress and 11 pending circuit installation dates.  

For additional information about the status of the remaining sites receiving upgraded connections from BIIG 1.0, please visit the K12HSN BIIG Circuit Installation Web page at https://sites.google.com/a/icoeapps.org/biig/. (Note: If the preceding link does not display properly, copy and paste the Web address to a Web browser directly.)
The application deadline for BIIG 2.0 concluded on September 30, 2015, and as of November 16, 2015, 890 sites have been evaluated. Fifty-four of the 58 counties have at least one site included in the application phase representing approximately 600 sites. Of these sites, 14 sites are Priority 1, which are sites that are unable to administer CAASPP assessments on their current network. An additional 200+ sites are Priority 2, which represents schools that have limited bandwidth for administering computer-based assessments. The remaining 400+ sites are Priority 3, which represents underconnected schools. Funding to Priority 3 schools will only be considered if funds are available. These applications are ranked by the lowest connection capacity. The bid process to solicit solutions for school sites in the application phase closed on December 14, 2015, in which 25+ service providers submitted bids. Over the next three to four weeks bids will be reviewed and recommendations prepared by late January.

Three bidder’s conferences were provided. All three were recorded and will be available online at the BIIG Web site. A total of 38 attendees participated in the first conference:

· Northern: 2 (Suddenlink)

· Central: 14 (Level 3, Education Super Highway, Zayo, AT&T, Frontier, Wave, Comcast, North Coast Networks, CVIN, Fatbeam)

· Southern: 22 (Wilcon, VectorUSA, Conterra, Charter, Praxis, LV.net, Verizon, BrightHouse, WiLine, Time Warner, Sunesys, Zayo, GeoLinks)

Thirty-four applicants participated in the second conference and 19 in the third. The conferences are designed to manage applicant expectations and provide them information related to next steps as well as answer questions and create an online Frequently Asked Questions.  

Bidders have until December 4, 2015, to propose solutions and bid on projects to support the sites in Priority 1, 2, 2B, and 3. Evaluations of the bids, which include a Technical Peer Review and Stakeholder Review, will occur in December 2015 and January 2016. 

California Alternate Assessment 

In December, the CDE will update the CDE California Alternate Assessment (CAA) Web page to include new CAA participation guides for teachers and parents. These are two important resources for individualized education program (IEP) teams for making a decision for a student to participate in an alternate assessment.

In December, approximately 24 teachers (who administered the CAA field test, work with students with significant cognitive disabilities and/or who are English language arts or mathematics teachers who have some experience with the CAA student populations, and are from regions across the state representing teaching either elementary, middle, or high school students) will come together to review over 800 newly developed CAA items in terms of alignment to the Core Content Connectors, and for review of bias and sensitivity. This review is done in preparation for inclusion of the items on the 2016 form.
In December, the CDE received additional information about the potential licensing of assessment items developed by the National Center and State Collaborative. The CDE is reviewing the licensing agreements and will share additional information with the SBE in future meetings. 

The CDE is developing an informational video on the transition from the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) to the new CAA. This video will highlight the new CAA and the enhanced item types. This video will be available in mid-February.

In January, the CDE will provide LEAs with training materials, videos, and Webcasts to support the administration of the 2016 CAA.

California Next Generation Science Standards Assessments

In November, the CDE hosted a meeting of representatives from the Stanford University Stanford Network Analysis Project (SNAP) and the Council of Chief State School Officers Science Assessment Item Collaborative (SAIC). Outreach continues in this partnership and with our contractor for the development of a test development plan for the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS) and CA NGSS–Alternate assessments.

Outreach and Professional Development Activities
In October and November 2015, the CDE, through a contract with the Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE), delivered the first of a two-part CAASPP Institute for LEA teams throughout the state. In November 2015, funding became available to provide up to five additional CAASPP Institutes. The CDE is working with the SCOE on a contract amendment for this additional outreach. The second half of the CAASPP Institute will be delivered in February and March 2016. After the in-person trainings are completed, each part of the CAASPP Institute will be video recorded in a studio environment and made available in modules on the CDE Web site.

RECOMMENDATION

This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended at this time.
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES

Per California Education Code (EC) Section 60640, the CAASPP System succeeded the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program on January 1, 2014. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In December 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with two Information Memoranda on the Conducted and Planned Studies of the Validity, Reliability, and Fairness of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress System and an Update on the Successor Primary Language Test. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemodec2015.asp) [not posted yet]
In November 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on the various CAASPP activities on the enhancements to the test delivery system, regional trainings held throughout the state, and an Early Assessment Program presentation by Carolina Cardenas, Director, Academic Outreach and Early Assessment.  

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/nov15item03.doc) 

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/nov15item03a1.pdf) 
In October 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with two Information Memoranda on the CAASPP post-test survey and focus group results and the CAASPP 2014–15 Summative Assessment reports. 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memodsibadad-oct15item02.doc)  
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memodsibadad-oct15item03.doc) 
In September 2015, the CDE provided a pre-release CAASPP briefing to the SBE including a preview of the new public reporting Web site to report the results for the English language arts/literacy and mathematics assessments. The CDE also announced the posting of the Parent Guide to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, Overview and Sample Questions for three grade spans (three through five, six through eight, and eleven). These guides are posted on the CDE CAASPP Web page under the Students and Parents tab at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/index.asp?tabsection=3. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/sep15item01.doc)

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/sep15item01a2.pdf) 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/sep15item01addendum.doc)

In August 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an Information Memorandum on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Summary Results from Teacher and Student Feedback Sessions. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-aug15item04.doc) 

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-aug15item04a1.pdf) 
In June 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an Information Memorandum on the CAASPP pre-test survey results and an update on the stakeholder meeting for CA NGSS assessments required by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-jun15item04.doc) 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-jun15item04a1.doc) 

In May 2015, the SBE approved ETS as the new CAASPP contractor. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/may15item01.doc) 
In April 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an Information Memorandum on the process used to recruit, train, and monitor raters for the hand scoring of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment items. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-apr15item04.doc) 
In March 2015, the SBE approved the CAASPP Individual Student Report (ISR) with technical edits. 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/mar15item03.doc) 
In January 2015, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on the BIIG, the progress of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments, the Digital Library, the California Alternate Assessments, and the plan for reporting the 2014–15 CAASPP results.
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/jan15item01.doc)
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/jan15item01slides.pdf)

In November 2014, the CDE provided the SBE with an update on CAASPP activities, including Smarter Balanced, achievement level setting, and technology. (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/nov14item02.doc)  (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/nov14item02a2.pdf)

(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/nov14item02slides.pdf) 

In November 2014, the SBE approved the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s recommendations for the full implementation of a technology-enabled assessment system and the administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments in 2014–15. 
(http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr14/documents/nov14item03.doc)

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The 2015 Budget Act provides $50 million for the K–12 High Speed Network (K12HSN) for the BIIG program grants for LEAs and $10 million for the K12HSN professional development and technical assistance activities.

The 2015 Budget Act also provides $94 million in funding for CAASPP contract activities in 2015–16. This funding is being utilized for the following CAASPP contracts:

· Contract activities provided by ETS ($83.6 million: $7.6 million in Contract 5417; $76 million in CN150012) were approved by the SBE for test administration and development activities, including the development of CA NGSS and primary language assessments per SBE input

· A contract with the University of California, Los Angeles ($8 million) was approved by the SBE for Smarter Balanced consortium-managed services, including access to the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, Interim Assessments, and Digital Library tools

· A contract with the Human Resources Research Association ($774,117) for a multi-year independent evaluation of the CAASPP System per requirements in California EC Section 60649

· A contract with SCOE ($1.5 million in one-time funding) for CAASPP support activities, including regional CAASPP Institutes and Senior Assessment Fellows services per authority in the 2015 Budget Act (6100-113-0001, Provision 13)

Funding for 2016–17 and beyond will be contingent upon an annual appropriation being made available from the Legislature in future fiscal years.
ATTACHMENT(S)
 Attachment 1:
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (5 Pages)

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with its assessment contractor and CDE Senior Assessment Fellows, have provided a variety of outreach activities to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System. Outreach efforts have included Webcasts, in-person test administration workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations for numerous LEAs throughout the state. The following table lists presentations during November and December 2015. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through e-mail Listservs. 
	Advisory Panel Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Assessment
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	11/16/15
	Northern California
	CAASPP System Expansion meetings
	16
	Advisory Panel Meeting―CDE staff, in collaboration with WestEd and San Joaquin County Office of Education (SJCOE), conducted advisory panel meetings to present and receive feedback on the Guiding Principles that will inform the Superintendent’s recommendations for CAASPP expansion.

	11/17/15
	Southern California
	CAASPP System Expansion meetings
	17
	Advisory Panel Meeting―CDE staff, in collaboration with WestEd and SJCOE, conducted advisory panel meetings to present and receive feedback on the Guiding Principles that will inform the Superintendent’s recommendations for CAASPP expansion.

	12/8/15
	Sacramento
	CAASPP System Expansion meetings
	14
	Higher Education Advisory Panel Meeting―CDE staff, in collaboration with WestEd and SJCOE, conducted advisory panel meetings to present and receive feedback on the Guiding Principles that will inform the Superintendent’s recommendations for CAASPP expansion.


	Webcasts

	Date
	Event Location
	Assessment
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	11/17/15
	Webcast
	CAASPP Testing
	685
	This Webcast, presented by both CDE and Educational Testing Service (ETS) staff for LEA CAASPP coordinators and California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) coordinators, provided information on the CALPADS Integration with CAASPP and Preparing Technology for 2015–16 CAASPP Testing.

	11/19/15
	Webcast
	CAASPP Stakeholders Meeting
	15*
	Provided updates and collected feedback on: Student Score Report, CAASPP expansion, California Alternate Assessment (CAA), and feedback on CAASPP Institutes and Clinics.

	12/16/15
	Webcast
	2016 CAASPP Accessibility and Accommodations
	TBD
	This Webcast, presented by both CDE and ETS staff for LEA CAASPP coordinators, provided an update regarding the use and assignment of accessibility and accommodations for the 2016 CAASPP assessments. 


	ETS Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Assessment
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	11/12/15
	Los Angeles 
	Draft CAASPP Student Score Report
	10
	Gathered feedback from teachers on a draft of the Student Score Report.

	11/12/15
	Los Angeles 
	Draft CAASPP Student Score Report
	10
	Gathered feedback from parents on a draft of the Student Score Report.

	11/13/15
	Sunnyvale 
	Draft CAASPP Student Score Report
	10
	Gathered feedback from teachers on a draft of the Student Score Report.

	11/13/15
	Sunnyvale 
	Draft CAASPP Student Score Report
	10
	Gathered feedback from parents on a draft of the Student Score Report.


	Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	11/10/15
	Sacramento
	Regional Assessment Network
	25*
	Presented a general update on the CAASPP System.

	11/19/15
	Sacramento
	Special Education Administrators of County Offices (SEACO)
	45*
	Overview and update on CAA development and activities.

	11/19/15–11/20/15
	Sacramento
	Bilingual Coordinators Network
	75
	Provided updates and collected feedback on: Individual Student Score Report, primary language assessment, and the implementation timeline for the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC).

	11/20/15
	Sacramento
	Capitol Regional Assessment Network
	45*
	Overview and update on the CAA development and activities as well as a review of the CAASPP Emergency Regulations adopted by the SBE.

	12/2/15 – 12/4/15
	Anaheim
	California Educational Research Association (CERA) Conference
	400
	A pre-session conference to attendees of the CERA conference and six individual presentations during the conference. Topics included an assessment overview, practical applications for Digital Library use to support classroom needs, California National Assessment of Educational Progress results, and psychometric research studies on the Smarter Balanced assessments.

	12/3/15
	Sacramento
	Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) Coordinators Meeting
	80*
	Overview and update on the CAA development and activities as well as a review of the CAASPP Emergency Regulations adopted by the SBE.


	CAASPP Presentations by Senior Assessment Fellows

	Dates
	Event Location
	Number of Attendees
	Target Audience
	Topic

	11/3/15
	Imperial County Office of Education (COE)
	25
	LEA teams
	Summative assessments

	11/4/15
	Wilsona School District
	10
	LEA administrators and Teachers-on-Special-Assignment (TOSAs) (coaches)
	Interim assessments

	11/4/15
	Imperial COE
	25
	LEA teams
	Formative assessments and Digital Library

	11/5/15
	San Diego County Office of Education (COE) 
	20
	LEA teams
	Summative assessments

	11/5/15
	San Diego COE
	30
	Region 9 curriculum and assessment leaders
	Interim assessments

	11/6/15
	Plumas COE
	60
	Teachers
	Interim assessments

	11/6/15
	San Diego COE
	20
	LEA teams
	Formative assessments and Digital Library

	11/12/15
	San Gabriel Unified School District (USD) 
	30
	TOSAs, staff that piloted the interim assessments, teacher leads, and administrators
	Interim assessments

	11/13/15
	Rim of the World USD
	15*
	Central office administrators and classroom teachers
	Interim assessments

	11/19/15
	San Diego COE
	60
	LEA teams
	Summative assessments

	11/20/15
	San Diego COE
	60
	LEA teams
	Formative assessments and Digital Library

	11/20/15
	Chula Vista Elementary School District
	4
	District instructional services leaders
	Reporting results from summative assessments

	12/7/15
	Victor Valley Union High School District
	20
	District and site administrators and classroom teachers
	Interim assessments

	12/14/15
	Victor Valley Union High School District
	TBD
	District and site administrators and classroom teachers
	Formative assessments and Digital Library

	12/16/15
	Orange County Department of Education
	TBD
	LEA assessment administrators/coordinators
	CAASPP update


* Estimated number
12/17/2015 11:18 AM
12/17/2015 11:18 AM

