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By the Numbers

36,500
test takers

Maximum
Concurrent

Users
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 Over 260 training sessions for educators
 16 training and information videos produced
 14 webinars, live and/or archived
 CalTAC assisted 50,000 contacts from LEAs

Supporting 
Teaching and 

Learning
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New Approach to 
Post-Test Workshops

• LEA teams

• Using results to 
inform classroom 
instruction

• Presentations by 
experts

• Small & large 
group discussions
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Public Reporting Web Site
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Test Score Guide
Web Site
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CAASPP Teacher Guides
• Big picture overview 

for educators

• Shows the 
connection between 
the Smarter 
Balanced 
Assessments, the 
CA CCSS, and the 
curriculum 
frameworks

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/sbteacherguides.asp
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Federal Peer Review

• Completed June 11, 2016
• Over 200 documents submitted
• Process is ongoing and iterative
• Next peer review to include California 

Alternate Assessments (CAA) 
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Smarter Balanced Digital Library
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Smarter Balanced 
Interim Assessments

Grade English Language Arts Mathematics
3 • Language and Vocabulary Use

• Revision
• Editing

Number and Operations in Base 10

4 • Language and Vocabulary Use
• Revision
• Editing

• Geometry
• Measurement and Data

5 • Language and Vocabulary Use
• Revision
• Editing

• Geometry
• Operations and Algebraic Thinking

6 • Language and Vocabulary Use
• Revision
• Editing

• The Number System
• Statistics and Probability

7 • Language and Vocabulary Use
• Revision
• Editing

• Geometry
• Statistics and Probability

8 N/A Expressions and Equations II

High 
School

• Language and Vocabulary Use
• Revision
• Editing

Statistics and Probability

New interim assessment blocks available to LEAs 
this fall:
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the California Alternate 
Assessment 

(CAA) for Science
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Federal and 
State Science Requirements for 

Alternate Assessments
Alternate assessments for science:
• Allowable for students with significant cognitive disabilities who 

have an individualized education program
• Measure alternate achievement standards that are aligned with 

the academic achievement standards
• Administered once at each grade span: 3-5, 6-9, and 10-12
• Once operational, produce valid, reliable, and fair student level 

scores and levels
• Once operational, aggregate results are to be publically released
• Student participation rates must be collected and reported for 

accountability purposes (aggregated with other science 
participation rates).

• Student participation shall not exceed 1% of the total number of 
all students in the state who are assessed with the alternate 
assessments. 
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Guiding Principles for CAA for 
Science 

1. Provide meaningful 
information to both students 
and educators

2. Support and promote 
educators’ implementation 
of the CA NGSS

3. Embed assessment into 
instructional practice

4. Offer a developmentally 
appropriate opportunity for 
students with significant 
cognitive disabilities to be 
assessed
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Assessment Models Considered: 
CAA for Science

• Linear, on-demand 
assessment

• Multi-stage 
adaptive, on-
demand 
assessment

• Collection of 
embedded 
performance tasks
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Option 1:
Linear, On-Demand Assessment

• Fixed set of questions presented in 
order of difficulty.

• Starting and stopping points used to 
eliminate questions that may be too 
easy or too difficult.
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Option 2:
Multi-stage Adaptive, On-

Demand
• Adapts to the student’s ability level 

based on cumulative performance on 
first set of items presented

• Difficulty level of the succeeding set of 
items adjusts based on how well the 
student performs on the previous item 
set
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Option 3:
Collection of Embedded 

Performance Tasks

• Tasks and assignments used to 
summatively evaluate student 
performance are integrated with, or 
embedded in, classroom work

• Assignments are standardized to 
support score validity and 
comparability
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Evaluation of the Assessment 
Models

Assessment 
Models

Guiding 
Principles

Stakeholder 
Feedback
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Recommendation 
The CDE recommends the use of a 
collection of embedded performance 
tasks as the basis for the CAA for 
Science based on:
• its measurement features;
• its alignment with our guiding 

principles; and
• stakeholder feedback.
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Connector Term Description

Performance Expectation (PE)

MS-PS1-2. Analyze and interpret 
data on the properties of 
substances before and after the 
substances interact to determine if 
a chemical reaction has occurred.

Connector Builds a bridge to the content of 
the PE

Focal Knowledge, Skills, and 
Abilities (FKSA)

Describe what students should 
know and be able to do in terms of 
the original PE and associated 
Connector.

Essential Understanding (EU) Defines a basic, foundational key 
idea or concept.

Connectors for CAA for Science
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Connector Term Description

Performance Expectation (PE)

MS-PS1-2. Analyze and interpret 
data on the properties of 
substances before and after the 
substances interact to determine if 
a chemical reaction has occurred.

Connector Identify evidence that proves a 
chemical reaction has taken place. 

Focal Knowledge, Skills, and 
Abilities (FKSA)

Ability to identify evidence that 
proves a chemical reaction has 
taken place. 

Essential Understanding (EU)
Identify examples of change (e.g., 
state of matter, color, 
temperature).

Example of a Connector
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Example of a Task Aligned to the 
Focal Knowledge & Skills

(This is not a sample of an alternate 
assessment item.)
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Example of a Task Assessing
Chemical Reactions

(This is not a sample of an alternate 
assessment item.)
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Summative Assessment based 
on Embedded Performance 

Tasks
• Assessment based on student performance on 

a collection of instructionally-embedded 
performance tasks/assignments that may be:
– Locally-developed classroom 

tasks/assignments (state-approved);
– state-developed classroom 

tasks/assignments; or 
– a combination of these two approaches. 
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Summative Assessment based 
on Embedded Performance 

Tasks (cont.)
• Tasks and assignments:

– administered by the student’s primary 
teacher at state-specified intervals

– student responses scored according 
to state-defined criteria and protocols
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Collection of Embedded 
Performance Tasks:

Major Benefits
• Student work samples can be collected throughout the 

school year

• Performance demonstrated  “in “real time”

• Conforms to principles of universal design

• Offers least restrictive environment

• Supports improvement of teaching and learning

• Minimally stressful and burdensome process for students

• Promotes delivery of challenging, yet developmentally 
appropriate, content to students
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Collection of Embedded 
Performance Tasks:

Major Challenges
• Some educators may see the use of the 

embedded performance tasks as 
distinct from the instructional process.

• Resources for scoring and professional 
development activities.

• Extra vigilance required to ensure 
technical integrity.
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CAA for Science Timeline

Year CAA for Science

2017 Pilot test

2018 Pilot test

2019 Field test

2020 Operational test
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