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CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 2016 AGENDA
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General Waiver

	SUBJECT

Request by Siskiyou County Office of Education to waive a portion of California Education Code Section 35330(b)(3), to authorize expenditures of school district funds for students to travel to Oregon, to experience the Ashland Shakespeare Festival, Science Works Museum, and to tour Southern Oregon University. 
Waiver Number: 20-3-2016

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES


The Siskiyou County Office of Education (SCOE) requests a waiver of Education Code (EC) Section 35330(b)(3) to allow its students to travel to Oregon to attend economically prudent curricular and extracurricular trips and events.
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the California State Board of Education (SBE) approve this waiver request. 

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050

	RECOMMENDATION


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Denial
The CDE recommends approval to waive a portion of EC Section 35330(b)(3) to authorize expenditures of school district funds for SCOE students to travel to Oregon to attend economically prudent curricular and extracurricular trips and events. 
EC Section 33051(b) will apply, and the district is not required to reapply annually if the information contained on the request remains current.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 35330(b)(3) states, “…no expenses of pupils participating in a field trip or excursion to any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized by this section shall be paid with school district funds.”

The SCOE requests a waiver of EC Section 35330(b)(3). The SCOE is located in a geographically rural and isolated area in the far northern part of California, approximately 32 miles from Ashland, Oregon.
The SCOE would like to allow their students to attend theater productions at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, tour Southern Oregon University, and go to the Science Works Museum in Ashland, Oregon.

Based on the reason provided by the district for traveling to Oregon, the CDE recommends approval of this waiver to attend economically prudent curricular and extracurricular trips and events in Oregon.  

Demographic Information: The SCOE has a student population of 5300 and is located in the town of Yreka in rural Siskiyou County.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a), available at
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=33051.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has approved all similar waivers in the past. Most recently, at the May 2016 SBE meeting, a waiver for out-of-state travel to Nevada for Janesville Union Elementary School District was approved.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval or denial. 
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1: Summary Table (1 page)
Attachment 2: Siskiyou County Office of Education General Waiver Request 20-3-2016 (2 pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)


Summary Table
Education Code Section 35330(b)(3)
	Waiver Number
	District
	Period of Request
	District’s Request
	CDE Recommended 

Action
	Local Board Approval Date
	Bargaining Unit, Representative(s) Consulted, Date, and Position
	Previous Waivers

	20-3-2016

	Siskiyou County Office of Education

	Requested:

May 1 2016 
to 
May 11, 2017
Recommended:   May 1, 2016 
to   
May 1, 2018

	To allow students to travel to Oregon to attend economically prudent curricular and extracurricular trips and events.

	Approval

	03/16/2016

	Siskiyou County Office of Education/Certified Employee, Jennifer Wyatt President 03/07/2016
Support 

	No
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WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 4710470
Waiver Number: 20-3-2016

Active Year: 2016
Date In: 3/17/2016 9:56:20 AM
Local Education Agency: Siskiyou County Office of Education
Address: 609 South Gold St.
Yreka, CA 96097
Start: 5/11/2016

End: 5/11/2017
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 
    
Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Out-of-State Use of Funds and Transportation Allowances
Ed Code Title: Out-of-State Use of Funds and Transportation Allowances 

Ed Code Section: 35330(b)(3)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: EC Section 35330(b)(3) states [“no expenses of pupils Participating in a field trip or excursion to any other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized by this section shall be paid with school district funds.”]
Outcome Rationale: Siskiyou County Office of Education request a waiver of EC Section 35330(b)(3) to allow their students to attend  theater productions at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, tour Southern Oregon University, and go to the Science Works Museum in Ashland, Oregon. Siskiyou County Office of Education is located Yreka, California 32 miles from Ashland, Oregon. The Oregon Shakespeare Festival is a world class theater and provides students with an incredible learning opportunity that is in very close proximity. Southern Oregon University Offers Students from Siskiyou County a waiver for out of state tuition.  Due to the educational nature of these trips, the Siskiyou County Office of Education pays the expenses.

The Siskiyou County Office of Education is hours away from any cultural or urban center within the state of California so this trips gives these students a unique educational opportunity. Limiting district-funded trips to within California would eliminate many opportunities for these students who need experience a wider world culture than they currently receive in Siskiyou County. The students will be using Team Decision Making Skills to select the play, plan the route, select the meals, and develop a budget for the experience.  This type of trip is both educationally and culturally enlightening for these rurally isolated students and will provide Siskiyou County Office of Education students with an educational experience in a way that would not be available to them otherwise.

Student Population: 5300
City Type: Rural
Public Hearing Date: 3/16/2016
Public Hearing Advertised: Posting at each school site and County Office of Education
Local Board Approval Date: 3/16/2016
Community Council Reviewed By: Siskiyou County Board of Education
Community Council Reviewed Date: 3/16/2016
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Colette Cross Bradley
Position: Foster Youth Services Liaison
E-mail: cbradley@siskiyoucoe.net 
Telephone: 530-842-8461
Fax: 530-842-8436
Bargaining Unit Date: 03/07/2016

Name: Siskiyou County Office of Education/Certified Empl

Representative: Jennifer Wyatt

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments: 
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