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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

California Education Code (EC) Section 52301, states, “If a school district or school districts establish and maintain a regional occupational center or program, pursuant to this chapter, the county superintendent of schools may, with the consent of the state board, establish and maintain a separate regional occupational center or centers or program or programs”.
Bellflower and Lynwood Unified School Districts are no longer being served by the Los Angeles County Regional Occupational Program because the county has dissolved its Regional Occupational Program (ROP). Having maintained their relationship, Bellflower and Lynwood Unified School Districts are creating a jointly run program that will allow students to take additional career technical education (CTE) courses. 

Furthermore, the Career Technical Education Incentive Grant (CTEIG) allows for county offices, school districts, and Joint Power Authority Regional Occupational Programs (JPA ROPs) to apply for CTEIG funding. By establishing a JPA ROP, Bellflower and Lynwood Unified School Districts will become eligible CTEIG recipients. 
RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) provide consent for the establishment of a new Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) Regional Occupational Program (ROP) named California Advancing Pathways for Students in Los Angeles County.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
The implementation of the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), provides school districts with funding to operate CTE programs. When school districts work together, they are able to leverage funding and offer non duplicative CTE programs for students to access.
On December 16, 2015, the Bellflower Unified School District sent a letter (Attachment 1) to the SBE requesting consent to operate as a JPA ROP with the Lynwood Unified School District. The Superintendent for the Los Angeles County Office of Education approved the formation of the JPA for ROP activities (Attachment 2) on Friday, December 18, 2015. A ROP JPA between the Bellflower and Lynwood Unified School Districts is enclosed (Attachment 3). 

California Education Code (EC) Section 52301 authorizes the governing boards of any school districts maintaining high schools in the county, with the consent of the state board and of the county superintendent of schools to cooperate in the establishment and maintenance of a regional occupational center or program. By law, a regional occupational center may be formed by two or more school districts by following the Joint Exercise of Powers Act. Once formed, the JPA becomes an independent legal entity, and its members jointly exercise the powers of the JPA.

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
The SBE approved the formation of Mono County ROP in 2004. In 2006, the San Joaquin County Office of Education proposed to establish a second Regional Occupational Center and Program (ROCP) within its county. The SBE denied the proposal due to the fiscal impact on ROCPs; each ROCP would have lost a portion of average daily attendance funds. In 2009, the SBE approved the formation of North County ROP. This was the last ROP formed, totaling 74 ROCPs operating in the state. After former ROCP funds were folded into the LCFF, there has been a decline in the number of ROCPs statewide. Currently, there are approximately 52 ROCPs in operation. 
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The LCFF provides districts with funding to operate programs at their discretion. Funding from Bellflower and Lynwood Unified School Districts will be combined to provide CTE programs following the JPA ROP model and will have no adverse effect on any other school district. 
ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: Letter to the State Board of Education Requesting Consent (2 pages)
Attachment 2: Los Angeles County Superintendent Approval of the JPA for ROP Activities (1 page)
Attachment 3: Regional Occupational Program Joint Powers Agreement (6 pages)
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