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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

Individual after school program sites are required to meet specific annual attendance goals or else the program is subject to a funding reduction in the next year. California Education Code (EC) Section 8482.8(d) enables the State Board of Education (SBE) to approve crediting the attendance of After School Education and Safety Education (ASES) and 21st Century after school program sites if they are unable to operate due to a natural disaster.

RECOMMENDATION
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that the SBE approve adjusting the program attendance for after school programs located at the schools listed in Attachment 1 with their average annual attendance for those days following a natural disaster or imminent danger to student or staff.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Currently, the CDE allocates over $670 million in state ASES and 21st Century after school program grants. Individual school sites are required to meet specific annual attendance goals in order to maintain their funding. When these goals are not met, the program is subject to a reduction in their funding in their next fiscal year allocation. The CDE then accumulates these site reduction funds and redistributes them in the next year to new after school grant applicants.

EC Section 8482.8(d) provides that, in the event of civil unrest, natural disaster or imminent danger to students or staff, the CDE may seek SBE approval of payment equal to the amount of ASES funding that the grantees would have received if they had been able to operate their program.

On December 15, 2015, the Los Angeles Unified School District ordered all schools to be closed due to a credible terrorist bomb threat. During August and September, the Valley and Butte wild fires caused an estimated $2 billion in structural damage, the displacement of thousands of families and the death of six people. Other weather-related incidents caused school closures due to a flash flood, high winds in excess of 50 miles per hour, a weather-related power outage and transportation hazards due to extreme fog. One school site was closed due to the risks posed to student health from lack of potable water.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
Last year, the SBE considered after school program closure attendance relief allowed under EC Section 8482.8(d) and granted the attendance relief requested.
FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
If this request is approved, there will be no fiscal effect to the CDE beyond the original grant allocation.

ATTACHMENT(S)
Attachment 1: 2015 Attendance Relief Requests (17 pages)
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