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	SUBJECT

Request by Earlimart Elementary School District to waive portions of California Education Code Section 48663(a), relating to community day school minimum instructional minutes.
Waiver Number: 6-10-2016
	 Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent




	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES


Request by Earlimart Elementary School District (ESD) for a renewal of its waiver of portions of California Education Code (EC) Section 48663(a), relating to community day school (CDS) minimum instructional minutes.

Authority for Waiver: EC Section 33050
	RECOMMENDATION


  Approval    Approval with conditions    Denial
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends approval of the renewal waiver request for this CDS, with the individual conditions and period of approval noted in Attachment 1. (EC) Section 33051 (b) will apply, and the district is not required to reapply if the information contained on the request remains current. 
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


EC Section 48663(a) states that CDSs have a minimum instructional day of 360 minutes. Earlimart ESD is requesting to continue to include the CDS teacher/administrator in regularly scheduled professional learning community discussions and professional development in alignment with the Earlimart Middle School sessions. The District maintains that this has been very successful in the past year in allowing the District to provide consistency and better quality in instructional strategies at all sites. 

Earlimart ESD wishes to reduce instructional minutes on one day each week by 55 minutes to 305 instructional minutes for purposes of implementing collaborative professional learning communities, with the commitment to provide 15 additional instructional minutes for a total of 375 instructional minutes per day during the other days. This would provide for a total of 60 additional minutes during the week period, which would be equivalent to making up the instructional time lost on the shortened days plus a bonus of five extra instructional minutes. The local board voted unanimously to request the waiver.
Demographic Information:
Earlimart ESD has a student population of 1,937 and is located in a rural area in Tulare County.
Because these are general waivers, if the State Board of Education (SBE) decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC 33051(a), at

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=33051.

	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


The SBE has approved several previous waiver requests of the minimum instructional day in a CDS where the district agreed that, if instructional minutes were reduced during one day of the week, other days would be extended so that the total instructional minutes provided to students during the week would equal or exceed the total as normally provided under statute. A similar waiver request by the District was approved on March 9, 2016, for the period of January 1, 2016 through June 30, 2016. 
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval.
	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Summary Table of Community Day School State Board of Education Waiver (1 page) 
Attachment 2:
Earlimart Elementary School District General Waiver Request 6-10-2016 (2 pages) (Original Waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Summary Table of Community Day School State Board of Education Waiver 
	Waiver 

Number
	District Name, 

Size of District,

 and

Local Board 

Approval Date
	Type(s) of School(s) with which CDS

will be Collocated

(if waiver of EC Section 48661[a])
	Period of Request
	Renewal 

Waiver?
	If granted, this waiver will be "permanent"

per EC Section 33501(b)
	Certificated Bargaining Unit Name and Representative, 

Date of Action, 

and Position 


	Advisory Committee/Schoolsite Council Name, 

Date of Review 

and Any Objections

	6-10-2016
	Earlimart Elementary School District (ESD)

1,937
 Total Students

9
Students in Community Day School (CDS)

October 4, 2016
	
	Requested:

July 5, 2016

through

June 30, 2018
Recommended:

July 1, 2016

through

June 30, 2018

	YES
	YES
	California School Employees Association

Gabriel Mendoza
President

September 21, 2016

Support 
Earlimart Teachers Association

Lori Newsome

President

September 23, 2016

Support

	School Advisory Committee
November 19, 2015

No Objections

	
	Conditions: This waiver provides for the CDS operated by the Earlimart ESD to reduce instructional minutes on one day each week by 55 minutes to 305 instructional minutes enabling the CDS staff to join with other district colleagues in professional development activities, and that on every day other than the proposed 305-minute day there will be a commitment to provide 15 additional minutes above the 360 minutes statutory requirement, for a total of 375 daily instructional minutes. This would provide for a total of 60 additional minutes during the week period, which would be equivalent to making up the instructional time lost on the shortened days plus a bonus of five extra instructional minutes.
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October 26, 2016

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 5471902
Waiver Number: 6-10-2016

Active Year: 2016
Date In: 10/14/2016 10:08:33 AM
Local Education Agency: Earlimart Elementary School District 
Address: 785 East Center Ave.
Earlimart, CA 93219
Start: 7/5/2016

    End: 6/30/2018
Waiver Renewal: Y
Previous Waiver Number: 3-11-2015-W-06
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 3/9/2016
Waiver Topic: Community Day Schools (CDS)
Ed Code Title: Minimum School Day 

Ed Code Section: portions of 48663(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: EC 48663(a). [The minimum school day in a community day school is 360 minutes of classroom instruction provided by a certificated employee of the district reporting the attendance of the pupils for apportionment funding.]
Outcome Rationale: The District desires to continue to include the teacher/administrator in regularly scheduled professional learning community discussions and professional development in alignment with the Earlimart Middle School sessions.  This has been very successful in allowing the District to provide consistency and better quality to the ongoing mission of improving student performance by training certificated staff in sound instructional strategies and ensuring application of same at all sites.  It is proposed that the CDS program have a day of 300 instructional minutes every week, enabling the CDS certificated staff member to join with certificated colleagues in professional development activities.  On every day other than the above proposed 300 minute day, there will be an increase of 15 minutes above the 360 minutes statutory requirement for a total of 375 minutes daily instructional minutes, which would be equivalent to making up instructional time lost on the shortened days.

Student Population: 1937
City Type: Rural
Public Hearing Date: 10/4/2016
Public Hearing Advertised: Through publication on the District's website and posting in three locations in the District
Local Board Approval Date: 10/4/2016
Community Council Reviewed By: School Advisory Committee
Community Council Reviewed Date: 11/19/2015
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Mr. Philip Nystrom
Position: Superintendent
E-mail: pnystrom@earlimart.org 
Telephone: 661-849-4241
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 09/21/2016

Name: California School Employees Association
Representative: Gabriel Mendoza

Title: CSEA President

Position: Support

Comments: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 09/23/2016

Name: Earlimart Teachers Association
Representative: Lori Newsome

Title: ETA President

Position: Support

Comments: 
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