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	SUBJECT

Requests by eight local educational agencies to waive portions of Education Code Sections 47605 and 47605.1 for eight charter schools which concern Nonclassroom-Based Charter School Resource Center Location.

Waiver Numbers:
Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District 16-3-2017

Butte County Office of Education 34-3-2017

Fort Sage Unified School District 15-3-2017

Lucerne Valley Unified School District 35-5-2017
Oak Grove Union Elementary School District 10-4-2017

San Gabriel Unified School District 3-5-2017

Twin Rivers Unified School District 36-4-2017

William S. Hart Union School District 39-5-2017


	  Action
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Consent



	SUMMARY OF THE ISSUES


Eight local educational agencies (LEAs) are requesting waivers, on behalf of eight charter schools, to allow these nonclassroom-based charter schools’ resource centers to operate outside of the boundaries of the school district, as identified in Attachment 1.
Authority for Waiver: Education Code (EC) Section 33050
	RECOMMENDATION


  Approval   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Approval with conditions    Denial

The California Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the requests from the LEAs for each charter school identified in Attachment 1, consistent with the SBE’s Waiver Policy “Nonclassroom-Based Charter School Resource Center Location,” Policy #17-01 approved by the SBE on March 9, 2017, with the following conditions:
1. Require each charter school’s governing body to approve a transition plan that details how the charter school’s resource center(s) will come into compliance with the Anderson court decision.
2. Pursuant to EC Section 33051(b), each waiver shall expire on June 30, 2018, and shall not be retroactive.

3. Require each charter school to submit the transition plan to the authorizing school district, county office of education, and to all school districts identified in Attachment 1 where the resource centers are located, within 30 days after approval of the waiver.

4. Require each charter school to provide a status update to parents.

5. If the authorizer has not visited the resource center(s) pursuant to EC Section 47604.32(a)(2), require the authorizer to visit the resource center(s) within a reasonable time frame.
	SUMMARY OF KEY ISSUES


In Anderson Union High School District v. Shasta Secondary Home School (2016) 4 Cal. App. 5th 262 (Anderson), the Third District Court of Appeal (Third District) held that the geographic restrictions in EC sections 47605(a) and 47605.1(d) apply to nonclassroom-based charter schools operating resource centers. Thus, in order to ensure compliance with this court opinion, a nonclassroom-based charter school resource center must operate within the boundaries of its authorizing school district, unless an exception applies. Additionally, the charter school may establish a resource center in an adjacent county.
On January 18, 2017, the California Supreme Court denied review of the Third District’s opinion, which thus became final on that date. In consequence, waiver applications relying on Anderson became ripe for consideration. The policy adopted by the SBE sets forth guidelines for the processing of the waiver applications and to facilitate management of the SBE’s agenda. Consistent with Anderson, waivers shall apply only to existing, noncomplying resource centers of nonclassroom-based charter schools.
Consistent with the SBE’s policy, the LEAs and the charter schools submitted the following additional information, as detailed in Attachment 1:
1. The address of each resource center, school district in which each resource center is located, date each resource center was established, and the number of students attending each resource center.

2. For each resource center subject to the waiver request, discussion of the need for the waiver.
Because this is a general waiver, if the SBE decides to deny the waiver, it must cite one of the seven reasons in EC Section 33051(a), available at

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=33051.
	SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION


In March 2017, the SBE approved Waiver Policy #17-01 entitled, “Nonclassroom-Based Charter School Resource Center Location.” A copy of the policy is available at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/documents/resourcecenter.doc.
	FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)


There is no statewide fiscal impact of waiver approval. 

	ATTACHMENT(S)


Attachment 1:
Summary Table: Nonclassroom-Based Charter School Resource Center Location (9 Pages).
Attachment 2: 
Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District Waiver Request for iLEAD Hybrid (#1699) 16-3-2017 (8 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 3: 
Butte County Office of Education Waiver Request for CORE Butte Charter (#0945) 34-3-2017 (14 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 4: 
Fort Sage Unified School District Waiver Request for Mt. Lassen Charter (#1185) 15-3-2017 (11 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 5:
Additional Correspondence from Fort Sage Unified School District Regarding the Waiver Request for Mt. Lassen Charter (#1185) 15-3-2017 (2 Pages).

Attachment 6: 
Lucerne Valley Unified School District Waiver Request for Sky Mountain Charter (#0905) 35-5-2017 (3 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 7: 
Oak Grove Union Elementary School District Waiver Request for Pivot Online Charter – North Bay (#1139) 10-4-2017 (6 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 8: 
San Gabriel Unified School District Waiver Request for Options for Youth San Gabriel (#0117) 3-5-2017 (4 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 9: 
Additional Correspondence from San Gabriel Unified School District Regarding the Waiver Request for Options for Youth San Gabriel (#0117) 3-5-2017 (6 Pages).
Attachment 10: 
Twin Rivers Unified School District Waiver Request for SAVA: Sacramento Academic and Vocational Academy (#0878) 36-4-2017 (18 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)

Attachment 11: 
William S. Hart Union School District Waiver Request for Mission View Public (#0888) 39-5-2017 (7 Pages). (Original waiver request is signed and on file in the Waiver Office.)
Attachment 12: 
Additional Correspondence from William S. Hart Union School District 

Regarding the Waiver Request for Mission View Public (#0888) 39-5-2017 (12 Pages).

Nonclassroom-Based Charter School Resource Center Location
	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	16-3-2017
	Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
	iLEAD Hybrid

(19-75309-0131987 / 1699)
	17400 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	2015
	313
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	16-3-2017
	Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
	iLEAD Hybrid

(19-75309-0131987 / 1699)
	17500 Burbank Boulevard, Encino, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	2015
	106
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	16-3-2017
	Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
	iLEAD Hybrid

(19-75309-0131987 / 1699)
	2110 West Avenue K, Lancaster, CA
	Antelope Valley Union High School District / *Lancaster Elementary School District / **Los Angeles County Office of Education
	2015
	271
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	16-3-2017
	Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
	iLEAD Hybrid

(19-75309-0131987 / 1699)
	14701 Friar Street, Van Nuys, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	2015
	328
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	16-3-2017
	Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
	iLEAD Hybrid

(19-75309-0131987 / 1699)
	11251 Glenoaks Boulevard, Pacoima, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	2015
	237
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	16-3-2017
	Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District
	iLEAD Hybrid

(19-75309-0131987 / 1699)
	254 East Avenue K4 Studio 8A, 8B, 8C, Lancaster, CA
	Antelope Valley Union High School District / *Lancaster Elementary School District / **Los Angeles County Office of Education
	2015
	42
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	34-3-2017
	Butte County Office of Education
	CORE Butte Charter

(04-10041-0114991 / 0945)
	260 Cohasset, Suite 120, Chico, CA
	Chico Unified School District
	2007
	365
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations.

	34-3-2017
	Butte County Office of Education
	CORE Butte Charter

(04-10041-0114991 / 0945)
	1600 Humboldt Road, Chico, CA
	Chico Unified School District
	2013
	377
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations.

	34-3-2017
	Butte County Office of Education
	CORE Butte Charter

(04-10041-0114991 / 0945)
	5665 Scottwood Road, Paradise, CA
	Paradise Unified School District
	2007
	70
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	34-3-2017
	Butte County Office of Education
	CORE Butte Charter

(04-10041-0114991 / 0945)
	2801 Notre Dame Boulevard, Chico, CA
	Chico Unified School District
	2016
	742
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations.

	15-3-2017
	Fort Sage Unified School District
	Mt. Lassen Charter

(18-75036-0121657 / 1185)
	450 Cedar Street, Susanville, CA
	Lassen Union High School District / Susanville Elementary School District
	2012
	122
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served.

	35-5-2017
	Lucerne Valley Unified School District
	Sky Mountain Charter

(36-75051-0115089 / 0905)
	1423 West State Street, Redlands, CA
	Redlands Unified School District
	2013
	252
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	10-4-2017
	Oak Grove Union Elementary School District
	Pivot Online Charter – North Bay

(49-70839-0120584 / 1139)
	2999 Cleveland Avenue, Suites A, B, C, and D, Santa Rosa, CA
	Santa Rosa Elementary-High, City of / *Santa Rosa Elementary / *Santa Rosa High
	2013
	420
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	3-5-2017
	San Gabriel Unified School District
	Options for Youth San Gabriel

(19-75291-1996016 / 0117)
	5926 Monterey Road, Los Angeles, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	2014
	323
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	3-5-2017
	San Gabriel Unified School District
	Options for Youth San Gabriel

(19-75291-1996016 / 0117)
	16023 Arrow Highway, #A, C1, C2, D, E, and F, Irwindale, CA
	Azusa Unified School District
	2012
	417
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	3-5-2017
	San Gabriel Unified School District
	Options for Youth San Gabriel

(19-75291-1996016 / 0117)
	2626 Foothill Boulevard, Suite 101-104, La Crescenta, CA
	Glendale Unified School District
	2014
	449
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.

	3-5-2017
	San Gabriel Unified School District
	Options for Youth San Gabriel

(19-75291-1996016 / 0117)
	689-695 Foothill Boulevard, Pomona, CA
	Claremont Unified School District
	2013
	517
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	36-4-2017
	Twin Rivers Unified School District
	SAVA: Sacramento Academic and Vocational Academy

(34-76505-0114272 / 0878)
	5310-5330 Power Inn Road, Sacramento, CA
	Sacramento City Unified School District
	2007
	356
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.

	36-4-2017
	Twin Rivers Unified School District
	SAVA: Sacramento Academic and Vocational Academy

(34-76505-0114272 / 0878)
	6207 Logan Street, Sacramento, CA
	Sacramento City Unified School District
	2011
	140
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.

	36-4-2017
	Twin Rivers Unified School District
	SAVA: Sacramento Academic and Vocational Academy

(34-76505-0114272 / 0878)
	3141 Dwight Road, Elk Grove, CA
	Elk Grove Unified School District
	2007
	314
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	39-5-2017
	William S. Hart Union High School District
	Mission View Public

(19-65136-0114439 / 0888)
	12510 Van Nuys Boulevard, Pacoima, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	340
	2010
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.

	39-5-2017
	William S. Hart Union High School District
	Mission View Public

(19-65136-0114439 / 0888)
	14355 Roscoe Boulevard, Panorama City, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	750
	2014
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.

	39-5-2017
	William S. Hart Union High School District
	Mission View Public

(19-65136-0114439 / 0888)
	411 South Brand Avenue, San Fernando, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	175
	2015
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.


	Waiver Number
	Local Educational Agency (Charter Authorizer)
	Charter School (Charter Number / CDS Code)
	Address of Resource Center
	School District(s) Where Resource Center is Located
	Date Resource Center Was Established
	Number of Students Attending Resource Center
	Need for Waiver

	39-5-2017
	William S. Hart Union High School District
	Mission View Public

(19-65136-0114439 / 0888)
	11844 Glenoaks Boulevard, San Fernando, CA
	Los Angeles Unified School District
	200
	2014
	Immediate closure would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements; and become insolvent and filing for bankruptcy.


*Based on a review of the information submitted by the local educational agencies, including the address of the resource center and the school district(s) where the resource center is located, the California Department of Education (CDE) identified an additional school district where the resource center is located.

**As a result of additional school district(s) where the resource center is located that have been identified by the CDE, the CDE is recommending that the charter school submit the transition plan to the Los Angeles County Office of Education, in addition to the authorizing school district and school districts identified where the resource center is located.

Created by the CDE 
June 2017

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 1975309

Waiver Number: 16-3-2017

Active Year: 2017
Date In: 3/17/2017 3:20:37 PM
Local Education Agency: Acton-Agua Dulce Unified
Address: 32248 North Crown Valley Rd.
Acton, CA 93510
Start: 7/1/2017

End: 6/30/2018
Waiver Renewal: N
Previous Waiver Number: 
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: Charter School Program
Ed Code Title: Geographic Limitations - Non-classroom Based 

Ed Code Section: Portions of Ed. Code Sections 47605(a)(1) and 47605.1
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Education Code or California Code of Regulations section to be waived. If the request is to waive a portion of a section, type the text of

the pertinent sentence of the law. Education Code section 47605: (a)(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the

establishment of a charter school [within a school district] may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter

school. A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school [that will operate within the geographic

boundaries of that school district]. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites [within the school district] if each location is

identified in the charter school petition. …. (5) [A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school

district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if

the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition

approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it

commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists: (A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to

house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate. (B) The site is needed for

temporary use during a construction or expansion project.] Education Code Section 47605.1: (d) [Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or

subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school

district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is

located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the

county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the

following circumstances exist: (1) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a

facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate. (2) The site is needed for temporary use during a

construction or expansion project.] … (e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and

provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new [educational services or] school sites

established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002. (2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter

before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration

of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003. (3) [Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30,

2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required

to comply with this section for school sites at which education services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of

whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this

section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.]

(4) This section is not intended to affect the authority of a governmental entity to revoke a charter that is granted on or before the effective

date of this section.
Outcome Rationale: The Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District (“District”) held a public hearing and directed staff to request a waiver of part of the Education Code with regard to the operations of iLEAD Hybrid Charter School (“iLEAD Hybrid”).   

The District seeks a waiver from the State Board of Education, pursuant to Education Code section 33050, which authorizes it to waive “all or part of any section of [the Education Code].”  Pursuant to the California State Board of Education Policy #17-01, adopted on March 9, 2017, the District seeks this waiver until June 30, 2018.  The District seeks a waiver of certain portions of Education Code §§ 47605 and 47605.1 (depicted below in this document).

iLEAD Hybrid operates a WASC-accredited nonclassroom-based charter school that serves K-12 students pursuant to its charter authorized by the District.  iLEAD Hybrid’s project-based, multi-age learning model grounded in the arts and humanities goes to the heart of how kids learn, and iLEAD Hybrid incorporates technology as an organic part of the learning process.  iLEAD Hybrid’s individual learning plans personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  iLEAD Hybrid teaches academic success as well as social and emotional development, life skills and community engagement, to prepare students to be confident problem solvers in college, career and life.  

iLEAD Hybrid has a facility located in the boundaries of the District.  iLEAD Hybrid also currently has six learning studios to support its independent study and homeschool students, located both in the county in which it is authorized (Los Angeles County) and in an adjacent county (Orange County) but outside the geographic boundaries of the District.  

iLEAD Hybrid’s learning studios serve between 100-350 students.  They are located in response to the growing demands of families who want access to high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but have nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  iLEAD Hybrid students rely on the resources at these learning studios, such as computers and technology, to pursue and complete their educational program.  If iLEAD Hybrid is unable to keep these learning studios open, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress not only at iLEAD Hybrid but as a whole.  

As historical background, some of iLEAD Hybrid’s learning studios were previously used as resource centers by other nonclassroom based charter schools that closed and left families with nowhere to go.  iLEAD Hybrid now serves students at these locations who had no other options to pursue their chosen home school or independent study program. 

In October 2016, an appellate court ruled for the first time that charter locations outside the geographic boundaries of the authorizing school district violate the Charter Schools Act unless certain exceptions apply.  

Per California State Board of Education Policy #17-01, the District will instruct iLEAD Hybrid to: (1) provide a copy of their transition plan to districts, within Los Angeles County, where resource centers are located; and (2) provide a status update to families about this issue.

The exclusive representatives of employees for collective bargaining were consulted but did not participate in this request for waiver.  

iLEAD Hybrid Resource Centers

1. iLEAD Encino Intermediate Learning Studio 

Name of Resource Center: iLEAD Encino Intermediate Learning Studio.

Address: 17400 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, CA 91406.

School District: This learning studio is located in the boundaries of the Los Angeles Unified School District.

Date of Establishment: July 1, 2015.

Number of Students:  313.

Need for the Waiver:  This waiver is necessary to ensure the continued success of 313 iLEAD Hybrid students in grades 4-8 who rely on this learning studio for instructional support and resources, like computer labs, technology, special education services, unique learning modules, and field study opportunities, to complete their independent study or home school program.  iLEAD Hybrid provides a unique project-based, multi-age learning model to these 313 students, and uses individual learning plans to personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  This learning studio supports iLEAD Hybrid students’ academic success as well as social and emotional development with their peers and teachers, life skills and community engagement.  

Consistent with the State Board of Education Policy #17-01, this waiver is necessary “in order to minimize disruption to students and the educational program” as iLEAD Hybrid works on a transition plan for this learning studio.  This learning studio’s location was in response to the demands of families who wanted access to iLEAD’s high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but had nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  If iLEAD Hybrid is forced to close this resource center without a reasonable transition time, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress.   

This resource center was previously used by another nonclassroom-based charter school that closed in June 30, 2015. If iLEAD Hybrid did not keep this resource center open,  families whose students were not successful in traditional district schools, or who chose independent study for other reasons, would have had nowhere nearby to go.  iLEAD Hybrid kept the resource center open and enrolled those students who would have fallen through the cracks, ensuring those students and others have had opportunities to pursue their chosen independent study or home school program.

If the waiver request is granted, it would prevent significant harm to iLEAD Hybrid students and families and would provide the charter school the necessary time to come into compliance with the Shasta decision.

If this resource center and the other resource centers within LAUSD close, students will have to travel over an hour to access the closest resource center.   Compounding this problem, iLEAD Hybrid’s other resource centers do not have the capacity to serve all of these displaced students.  Closing this resource center in the middle of the school year will likely force many students to disenroll, massively disrupting their education.

2. iLEAD Encino Primary Learning Studio 

A.
Name of Resource Center: iLEAD Encino Primary Learning Studio.

B.
Address: 17500 Burbank Blvd, Encino CA 91316.

C.
School District: This resource center is located in the Los Angeles Unified School District.

D.
Date of Establishment:  July 1, 2015.

E.
Number of Students:  106.

Need for the Waiver:  This waiver is necessary to ensure the continued success of 106 iLEAD Hybrid students in grades K-3 who rely on this learning studio for instructional support and resources, like computer labs, technology, special education services, unique learning modules, and field study opportunities, to complete their independent study or home school program.  iLEAD Hybrid provides a unique project-based, multi-age learning model to these 106 students, and uses individual learning plans to personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  This learning studio supports iLEAD Hybrid students’ academic success as well as social and emotional development with their peers and teachers, life skills and community engagement.  

Consistent with the State Board of Education Policy #17-01, this waiver is necessary “in order to minimize disruption to students and the educational program” as iLEAD Hybrid works on a transition plan for this learning studio.  This learning studio’s location was in response to the demands of families who wanted access to iLEAD’s high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but had nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  If iLEAD Hybrid is forced to close this resource center without a reasonable transition time, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress.   

This resource center was previously used by another nonclassroom-based charter school that closed in June 30, 2015. If iLEAD Hybrid did not keep this resource center open,  families whose students were not successful in traditional district schools, or who chose independent study for other reasons, would have had nowhere nearby to go.  iLEAD Hybrid kept the resource center open and enrolled those students who would have fallen through the cracks, ensuring those students and others have had opportunities to pursue their chosen independent study or home school program.

If the waiver request is granted, it would prevent significant harm to iLEAD Hybrid students and families and would provide the charter school the necessary time to come into compliance with the Shasta decision.

If this resource center and the other resource centers within LAUSD close, students will have to travel over an hour to access the closest resource center.   Compounding this problem, iLEAD Hybrid’s other resource centers do not have the capacity to serve all of these displaced students.  Closing this resource center in the middle of the school year will likely force many students to disenroll, massively disrupting their education.

3. iLEAD Antelope Valley

A.
Name of Resource Center: iLEAD Antelope Valley.

B.
Address: 2110 West Avenue K, Lancaster CA 93536.

C.
School District: This resource center is located in the Antelope Valley Union High School District

D.
Date of Establishment:  July 1, 2015.

E.
Number of Students:  271.

Need for the Waiver:  This waiver is necessary to ensure the continued success of 271 iLEAD Hybrid students in grades TK-5 who rely on this learning studio for instructional support and resources, like computer labs, technology, special education services, unique learning modules, and field study opportunities, to complete their independent study or home school program.  iLEAD Hybrid provides a unique project-based, multi-age learning model to these 271 students, and uses individual learning plans to personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  This learning studio supports iLEAD Hybrid students’ academic success as well as social and emotional development with their peers and teachers, life skills and community engagement.  

Consistent with the State Board of Education Policy #17-01, this waiver is necessary “in order to minimize disruption to students and the educational program” as iLEAD Hybrid works on a transition plan for this learning studio.  This learning studio’s location was in response to the demands of families who wanted access to iLEAD’s high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but had nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  If iLEAD Hybrid is forced to close this resource center without a reasonable transition time, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress.   

If the waiver request is granted, it would prevent significant harm to iLEAD Hybrid students and families and would provide the charter school the necessary time to come into compliance with the Shasta decision.

If this resource center and the other resource center within Antelope Valley Union High School District close, students will have to travel a significant distance to access the closest resource center.   Compounding this problem, iLEAD Hybrid’s other resource centers do not have the capacity to serve all of these displaced students.  Closing this resource center in the middle of the school year will likely force many students to disenroll, massively disrupting their education.

4. iLEAD NOHO  

A.
Name of Resource Center: iLEAD NOHO.

B.
Address: 14701 Friar Street Van Nuys, CA 91411.

C.
School District: This resource center is located in the Los Angeles Unified School District.

D.
Date of Establishment:  July 1, 2015.

E.
Number of Students:  328.

Need for the Waiver:  This waiver is necessary to ensure the continued success of 328 iLEAD Hybrid students in grades 9-12 who rely on this learning studio for instructional support and resources like computer labs, technology, special education services, unique learning modules, and field study opportunities, to complete their independent study or home school program.  iLEAD Hybrid provides a unique project-based, multi-age learning model to these 328 students, and uses individual learning plans to personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  This learning studio supports iLEAD Hybrid students’ academic success as well as social and emotional development with their peers and teachers, life skills and community engagement.  

Consistent with the State Board of Education Policy #17-01, this waiver is necessary “in order to minimize disruption to students and the educational program” as iLEAD Hybrid works on a transition plan for this learning studio.  This learning studio’s location was in response to the demands of families who wanted access to iLEAD’s high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but had nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  If iLEAD Hybrid is forced to close this resource center without a reasonable transition time, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress.   

This resource center was previously used by another nonclassroom-based charter school that closed in June 30, 2015. If iLEAD Hybrid did not keep this resource center open,  families whose students were not successful in traditional district schools, or who chose independent study for other reasons, would have had nowhere nearby to go.  iLEAD Hybrid kept the resource center open and enrolled those students who would have fallen through the cracks, ensuring those students and others have had opportunities to pursue their chosen independent study or home school program.

If the waiver request is granted, it would prevent significant harm to iLEAD Hybrid students and families and would provide the charter school the necessary time to come into compliance with the Shasta decision.

If this resource center and the other resource centers within LAUSD close, students will have to travel over an hour to access the closest resource center.   Compounding this problem, iLEAD Hybrid’s other resource centers do not have the capacity to serve all of these displaced students.  Closing this resource center in the middle of the school year will likely force many students to disenroll, massively disrupting their education.

5. iLEAD Pacoima

A.
Name of Resource Center: iLEAD Pacoima.

B.
Address: 11251 Glenoaks Blvd, Pacoima, CA 91331.

C.
School District: This resource center is located in the Los Angeles Unified School District.

D.
Date of Establishment:  July 1, 2015.

E.
Number of Students:  237.

Need for the Waiver:  This waiver is necessary to ensure the continued success of 237 iLEAD Hybrid students in grades K-12 who rely on this learning studio for instructional support and resources, like computer labs, technology, special education services, unique learning modules, and field study opportunities, to complete their independent study or home school program.  iLEAD Hybrid provides a unique project-based, multi-age learning model to these 237 students, and uses individual learning plans to personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  This learning studio supports iLEAD Hybrid students’ academic success as well as social and emotional development with their peers and teachers, life skills and community engagement.  

Consistent with the State Board of Education Policy #17-01, this waiver is necessary “in order to minimize disruption to students and the educational program” as iLEAD Hybrid works on a transition plan for this learning studio.  This learning studio’s location was in response to the demands of families who wanted access to iLEAD’s high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but had nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  This resource center is uniquely co-located with a Boys & Girls Club. iLEAD Hybrid students are able to take advantage of Boys & Girls Club activities at the same location during afterschool hours.  If iLEAD Hybrid is forced to close this resource center without a reasonable transition time, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress.   

If the waiver request is granted, it would prevent significant harm to iLEAD Hybrid students and families and would provide the charter school the necessary time to come into compliance with the Shasta decision.

If this resource center and the other resource centers within LAUSD close, students will have to travel a significant distance to access the closest resource center.   Compounding this problem, iLEAD Hybrid’s other resource centers do not have the capacity to serve all of these displaced students.  Closing this resource center in the middle of the school year will likely force many students to disenroll, massively disrupting their education.

6. iLEAD Hybrid - Innovation Studios Lancaster 

A.
Name of Resource Center: iLEAD Hybrid - Innovation Studios Lancaster.

B.
Address: 254 East Avenue K4 Studio 8A, 8B, 8C, Lancaster, CA 93535.

C.
School District: This resource center is located in the Antelope Valley Union High School District.

D.
Date of Establishment:  July 1, 2015.
E.
Number of Students:  42.

Need for the Waiver:  This waiver is necessary to ensure the continued success of 42 iLEAD Hybrid students in grades 9-12 who rely on this learning studio for instructional support and resources, like computer labs, technology, special education services, unique learning modules, and field study opportunities, to complete their independent study or home school program.  iLEAD Hybrid provides a unique project-based, multi-age learning model to these 42 students, and uses individual learning plans to personalize goals and instruction for each child so that learning is interest-driven, peer-supported, and focused on powerful outcomes.  This learning studio supports iLEAD Hybrid students’ academic success as well as social and emotional development with their peers and teachers, life skills and community engagement.  

Consistent with the State Board of Education Policy #17-01, this waiver is necessary “in order to minimize disruption to students and the educational program” as iLEAD Hybrid works on a transition plan for this learning studio.  This learning studio’s location was in response to the demands of families who wanted access to iLEAD’s high-quality, project-based, and personalized independent study and homeschool options, but had nowhere else to go for resources to support the educational choice they’ve made for their child.  If iLEAD Hybrid is forced to close this resource center without a reasonable transition time, it would significantly disrupt students’ educational progress.   

This resource center was previously used by another nonclassroom-based charter school that closed in June 30, 2015. If iLEAD Hybrid did not keep this resource center open,  families whose students were not successful in traditional district schools, or who chose independent study for other reasons, would have had nowhere nearby to go.  iLEAD Hybrid kept the resource center open and enrolled those students who would have fallen through the cracks, ensuring those students and others have had opportunities to pursue their chosen independent study or home school program.

If the waiver request is granted, it would prevent significant harm to iLEAD Hybrid students and families and would provide the charter school the necessary time to come into compliance with the Shasta decision.

If this resource center and the other resource center within Antelope Valley Union High School District close, students will have to travel over an hour to access the closest resource center.   Compounding this problem, iLEAD Hybrid’s other resource centers do not have the capacity to serve all of these displaced students.  Closing this resource center in the middle of the school year will likely force many students to disenroll, massively disrupting their education.

Student Population: 2008
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 2/23/2017
Public Hearing Advertised: AADUSD school sites, Website, AADUSD Community Bulletin Board
Local Board Approval Date: 3/9/2017
Community Council Reviewed By: iLead Board of Directors
Community Council Reviewed Date: 2/23/2017
Community Council Objection: N
Community Council Objection Explanation: 
Audit Penalty YN: N
Categorical Program Monitoring: N
Submitted by: Ms. Amanda Fischer
Position: Director
E-mail: afischer@aadusd.k12.ca.us 
Telephone: 661-269-0750
Fax: 
Bargaining Unit Date: 02/07/2017

Name: Acton Agua Dulce CSEA

Representative: Guido Jaramillo

Title: President, AADUSD CSEA

Position: Neutral

Comments: 

Bargaining Unit Date: 02/02/2017

Name: Acton-Agua Dulce Teacher Association

Representative: Melissa Trusel

Title: President, AATA

Position: Neutral

Comments: 

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

CD Code: 0410041

Waiver Number: 34-3-2017

Active Year: 2017

Date In: 3/30/2017 2:26:58 PM

Local Education Agency: Butte County Office of Education

Address: 1859 Bird St.

Oroville, CA 95965

Start: 3/29/2017

End: 7/1/2018

Waiver Renewal: N

Previous Waiver Number: 
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Charter School Program

Ed Code Title: Geographic Limitations - Non-classroom Based 

Ed Code Section: Portions of California Education Code sections 47605(a)(1), 47605(a)(4), 47605(a)(5), 47605.1(c) through (e)

Ed Code Authority: 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Statutory Provisions

EC Section 47605

(a)(1)
Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school.  [A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school petition.]  The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after either of the following conditions is met:

(A) The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its first year of operation.

(B) The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be employed at the school during its first year of operation.

(2) A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the public school to be converted.

(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested in having his or her child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the petition.

[ (4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter. ]

[ (5) A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists: ]

[ (A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate. ]

[ (B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project. ]

(6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school may not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district.

(b) No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of the California educational system and that the establishment of charter schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational practice. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the following findings:

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to be enrolled in the charter school.

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition.

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by subdivision (a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described in subdivision (d).

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of the following:

(A)(i) The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.

(ii) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals.

(iii) If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable under the “A” to “G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance requirements.

(B) The measureable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the school’s educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all groups of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school.

(C) The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a school accountability report card.

(D) The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.

(E) The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter school.

(F) The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall include the requirement that each employee of the charter school furnish it with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237.

(G) The means by which the school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the charter petition is submitted.

(H) Admission requirements, if applicable.

(I) The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the satisfaction of the chartering authority.

(J) The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled.

(K) The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ Retirement System, or federal social security.

(L) The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school district who choose not to attend charter schools.

(M) The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school.

(N) The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the entity granting the charter to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(O) The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records.

(6) The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.

(c)(1) Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter public schools.

(2) Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs.

(d)(1) In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school.

(2)(A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school.

(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other preferences may be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual school basis and only if consistent with the law.

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand.

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health information. This paragraph applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 48200.

(e) The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee of the school district to be employed in a charter school.

(f) The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school.

(g) The governing board of a school district shall require that the petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used by the school, the manner in which administrative services of the school are to be provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the school and upon the school district. The description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify where the school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners shall also be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation.

(h) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006.

(i) Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board.

(j)(1) If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county board of education. The county board of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects to submit a petition for establishment of a charter school to the county board of education and the county board of education denies the petition, the petitioner may file a petition for establishment of a charter school with the state board, and the state board may approve the petition, in accordance with subdivision (b). A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would otherwise be subject if it received approval from the entity to which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate.

(2) In assuming its role as a chartering agency, the state board shall develop criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school petitions presented to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements required for charter approval, as identified in subdivision (b), and shall define “reasonably comprehensive” as used in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) in a way that is consistent with the intent of this part. Upon satisfactory completion of the criteria, the state board shall adopt the criteria on or before June 30, 2001.

(3) A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other purposes of this part.

(4) If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act on a petition within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board of the school district to deny a petition shall be subject to judicial review.

(5) The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision.

(6) Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the petition to the department and the state board.

(k)(1) The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its supervisorial and oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved by the state board to any local educational agency in the county in which the charter school is located or to the governing board of the school district that first denied the petition.

(2) The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring and supervising authority of a chartering agency, including, but not limited to, powers and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of revocation, which shall remain with the state board.

(3) A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the state board and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration of the charter, submit its petition for renewal to the governing board of the school district that initially denied the charter. If the governing board of the school district denies the charter school’s petition for renewal, the school may petition the state board for renewal of its charter.

(l) Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold. These documents shall be maintained on file at the charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering authority. It is the intent of the Legislature that charter schools be given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege preparatory courses.

(m) A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (l) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering entity, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering entity, and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of the chartering entity pursuant to Section 41020.

EC Section 47605.1

[ (a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations of this part. ]

[ (2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter. ]

[ (3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (e). ]

(b) This section is not intended to affect the admission requirements contained in subdivision (d) of Section 47605.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school may establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility [  located in a county adjacent to that in which the charter school is authorized ] if the following conditions are met:

(1) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(2) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is authorized.

[ (d) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist: ]

[ (1) The charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the charter school chooses to locate. ]

[ (2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project. ]

[ (e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new educational services or schoolsites established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002. ]

[ (2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003. ]

[ (3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for schoolsites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605. ]

(4) This section is not intended to affect the authority of a governmental entity to revoke a charter that is granted on or before the effective date of this section.

(f) A charter school that submits its petition directly to a county board of education, as authorized by Section 47605.5 or 47605.6, may establish charter school operations only within the geographical boundaries of the county in which that county board of education has jurisdiction.

(g) Notwithstanding any other law, the jurisdictional limitations set forth in this section do not apply to a charter school that provides instruction exclusively in partnership with any of the following:

(1) The federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. Sec. 3101 et seq.).

(2) Federally affiliated Youth Build programs.

(3) Federal job corps training or instruction provided pursuant to a memorandum of understanding with the federal provider.

(4) The California Conservation Corps or local conservation corps certified by the California Conservation Corps pursuant to Sections 14507.5 or 14406 of the Public Resources code.

(5) Instruction provided to juvenile court school pupils pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 42238.18 or pursuant to Section 1981 for individuals who are placed in a residential facility.

Outcome Rationale: CORE Butte Charter School is located in a rural community in Northern California and currently serves 810 students of diverse backgrounds. Approximately 42% of our population is socio-economically disadvantaged. CORE Butte has a special education population of 13%, approximately 1% higher than its local district, Chico Unified School District. 6% of CORE Butte’s population has been identified as Gifted and Talented. CORE Butte has approximately 5% of its student body that are considered foster, homeless, or temporarily doubled up. The Unduplicated Pupil Population at CORE Butte, for purposes of the LCFF is approximately 42%. 

Rationale for Waiver Request:

Butte County Office of Education (BCOE) has authorized CORE Butte Charter School since its inception in 2007. Previous to that, CORE Butte was part of CORE at the Camptonville Academy (CORE@TCA) since its inception in 1998. In 2007, in order to continue operation of a resource center in Butte County, which is necessary to provide quality academic, intervention, and special education services, CORE Butte decided to petition for a charter within Butte County.

CORE Butte originally attempted to charter with Chico Unified School District, as this is the district in which a majority of our students resided. CORE was denied at Chico Unified and the charter was then submitted to Golden Feather. Golden Feather also denied CORE Butte so the charter was then submitted to BCOE on appeal and approved on April 9, 2007. The charter petition described two resource centers, one in Chico and one in Paradise. CORE Butte has been chartered with BCOE since 2007. In 2012-13 a material revision was made to the charter adding in a third resource center, located in Chico to house our TK-8 program.

CORE Butte is a nonclassroom-based / independent study charter school program offering personalized learning education programs for grades TK-12. 

Out of District Facilities:

On October 17, 2016, a decision was made by the appellate court in the case of Anderson Union High School District v. Shasta Secondary Homeschool which interpreted California Education Code sections 47605 and 47605.1 related to geographical limitations on where a charter school may operation a resource center. 

Though CORE Butte has two resource centers in Chico and one in Paradise, all centers are within the BCOE boundaries. However, due to the interpretation of the law, it is important to note that three are within the Chico Unified School District boundaries and one is within the Paradise Unified School District Boundary. All centers are potentially affected by this ruling. This waiver is necessary in order to protect the operation of CORE Butte’s existing resource centers. In order to ensure that necessary services, including Special Education services, title one services, RTI and state mandated testing continue, it is necessary for all centers to remain open.

Students/Employees Affected:

The ruling in the AUHSD v. Shasta Secondary Homeschool impacts approximately 810 students in grades TK-12. Of those students, 42% qualify for free or reduced lunch, and 13% are Special Education students. In CORE Butte’s program, students benefit from one of CORE Butte’s resource centers by participating in social/emotional/ and academic intervention, 1-1 tutoring, special education services, county services, small group classes, a-g wet labs for science, clubs, trainings, workshops assemblies, social events, Career Technical Education pathways and capstone courses, ROP and many other usages. 

This ruling will also affect 79 staff members at CORE Butte who utilize at least one of the resource centers to deliver instruction, meet with students, monitor student progress, tutor, assess, and to collaborate with other staff, students, and families.

Financial Impact:

As a non-classroom based charter school, CORE Butte does not receive prop 39 funds to offset facility costs. The charter is required to directly fund any projects, lease costs, and adjustments to the facility. 

The impact of AUHSD v. Shasta Secondary Homeschool case ruling could potentially result in CORE Butte having to close all three resource centers, thus greatly affecting the integrity of our academic program. All resource centers are used to provide free and appropriate public education (FAPE) to students who qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA), academic support, title one support, emotional support, state mandated testing, small support classes and other support services. The result of this case may cause CORE Butte to no longer be able to provide these services, thus possibly forcing closure of the school. CORE Butte needs the additional time to come into compliance with the Shasta Ruling to apply for Countywide benefit status with Butte COE.  In the event Butte COE’s Board of Education does not approve the petition (and we do not anticipate this will be the case), CORE will need the remainder of the time on the waiver to consolidate their sites into one location with as little impact to existing students and families as possible. 

Resource Center Locations:

HIGH SCHOOL RESOURCE CENTER

Address: 260 Cohasset, Suite 120, Chico, CA

Established: 07-01-2007, Listed and approved by BCOE in original charter petition, June 2017

Location: Within Chico Unified School District boundaries

Students Served: 365 students grades 9-12

Rationale: The Cohasset Center currently houses the 9-12 grade student population from Chico and the surrounding areas. The Cohasset center houses our “college model” high school program that serves 300 of our high school students several days a week. High school students come to the center to receive academic, and social/emotional support to enrich their academic program, along with FAPE, as appropriate. The Cohasset Center  supports students with graduation requirements, a-g compliance, a-g wet labs for science, CTE completion, and access to scholarships and college courses. Other supports housed at the Cohasset Center include a High School Director, Academic Counselor, Librarian, Special Programs Director, and 20 Personalized Learning Teachers. The resource center acts as a hub to build community within our school, offer supports, a location for students to meet with highly qualified teachers, as a location to offer state mandated testing, and as a location to house resources, curriculum, technology, and assessments.

TK-8 RESOURCE CENTER

Address: 1600 Humboldt, Chico, CA

Established : Material revision establishing the center was presented to and unanimously approved by the BCOE board on 05-13-2013.

Location: Within the Chico Unified School District Boundaries

Students Served: 377 students grades TK-8

Rationale: The Humboldt Center currently houses the TK-8 student population from Chico and the surrounding areas. The center houses CORE’s enrichment and support classes for the TK-8 students enrolled. All students in this program are taught primarily at home with guardian as primary educator, but many attend the center weekly for social/emotional support, enrichment classes with peers, tutoring and support from credentialed teachers, local and state mandated assessments, community events, and FAPE. A school psychologist is housed at this center along with three RSP teachers and two title one staff members. The school director along with 24 personalized learning teachers utilize this space to meet regularly with students, support and guide homeschooling families, assess and monitor student progress, participate in state mandated testing, access state adopted curriculum, engage in regular meetings and professional learning communities.

PARADISE RESOURCE CENTER

Address: 5665 Scottwood Rd, Paradise, CA

Established: 07-01-2007, Listed and approved by BCOE in original charter petition, June 2017

Location: Within the Paradise Unified School District boundaries

Students Served: 70 students

Rationale: Paradise is the hub center for TK-12 students who live in both Paradise and Magalia. Paradise has a high SES population and it’s a financial hardship for many families to get to Chico for support services. The Paradise Center is home to a full time RSP teacher and three Personalized Learning Teachers who all offer academic, social and emotional support for students and families. High School classes are offered to support our non-classroom based students with a-g compliance and graduation requirements, including wet labs for science. TK-8 enrichment classes are provided to support social and emotional development of our students and offer academic support. State mandated assessments are offered at this center along with FAPE. Several enrichment and socialization opportunities are offered to students who attend the Paradise Center.

TK-12 CHICO RESOURCE CENTER

Address: 2801 Notre Dame Blvd, Chico, CA 95928

Established: 08-01-16, negotiations began Fall 2016 to expand offerings.  Discussions are ongoing with BCOE regarding potential expansion of resource centers for CORE Butte.

Location: Within the Chico Unified School District Boundaries

Students Served: 742

Rationale: CORE Butte has been utilizing this location for electives and athletics since August 1, 2016 and has utilized it for the last three years for graduation ceremonies. It has always been CORE Butte’s desire to have only one resource center within Chico. For the past four years, CORE Butte has attempted to find a location that would house our entire Chico population and we have potentially found it. When this center is ready, we will transition the Humboldt and Cohasset Resource Centers transferring all staff and students to this larger facility. This will allow our entire Chico population to reside in one location and enable us to work more closely as a TK-12 community. The single resource center will act as a TK-12 hub to build community within our school, offer student and family supports, a location for students to meet with highly qualified teachers, a location to offer state mandated testing, and as a location to house resources, curriculum, technology, and assessments.

Student Population: 810

City Type: Rural

Public Hearing Date: 3/13/2017

Public Hearing Advertised:  Oroville: Butte COE; Chico:  Community Employment Center, public library, DMV; Paradise: US Post Office, DMV

Local Board Approval Date: 3/13/2017

Community Council Reviewed By: CORE Butte Charter School Charter Advisory Committee (site council) and Board of Director Meeting

Community Council Reviewed Date: 2/24/2017

Community Council Objection: N

Community Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N

Categorical Program Monitoring: N

Submitted by: Ms. Barbara Mandelbaum

Position: Student Programs Administrator

E-mail: bmandelbaum@bcoe.org 
Telephone: 530-532-5916

Fax: 530-532-5794

Bargaining Unit Date: 03/02/2017

Name: Butte County Teacher's Association

Representative: Rachel Frank

Title: BCTA President

Position: Neutral

Comments: 

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

CD Code: 1875036

Waiver Number: 15-3-2017

Active Year: 2017

Date In: 3/16/2017 12:29:14 PM

Local Education Agency: Fort Sage Unified School District 

Address: 100 DS Hall St.

Herlong, CA 96113

Start: 1/18/2017

End: 6/30/2018

Waiver Renewal: N

Previous Waiver Number: 
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Charter School Program

Ed Code Title: Geographic Limitations - Non-classroom Based 

Ed Code Section: Education Code, sections 47605 and 47605.1

Ed Code Authority: 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: EC Section 47605

(a)(1)
Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. [A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school petition.] The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after either of the following conditions is met:

(A) The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its first year of operation.

(B) The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be employed at the school during its first year of operation.

(2) A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the public school to be converted.

(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested in having his or her child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the petition.

[(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter.

(5) A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists:

(A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate.

(B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

(6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school may not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district.

(b) No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of the California educational system and that the establishment of charter schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational practice. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the following findings:

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to be enrolled in the charter school.

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition.

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by subdivision (a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described in subdivision (d).

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of the following:

(A)(i) The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.

(ii) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals.

(iii) If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable under the “A” to “G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance requirements.

(B) The measureable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the school’s educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all groups of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school.

(C) The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a school accountability report card.

(D) The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.

(E) The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter school.

(F) The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall include the requirement that each employee of the charter school furnish it with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237.

(G) The means by which the school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the charter petition is submitted.

(H) Admission requirements, if applicable.

(I) The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the satisfaction of the chartering authority.

(J) The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled.

(K) The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ Retirement System, or federal social security.

(L) The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school district who choose not to attend charter schools.

(M) The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school.

(N) The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the entity granting the charter to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(O) The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records.

(6) The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.

(c)(1) Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter public schools.

(2) Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs.

(d)(1) In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school.

(2)(A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school.

(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other preferences may be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual school basis and only if consistent with the law.

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand.

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health information. This paragraph applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 48200.

(e) The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee of the school district to be employed in a charter school.

(f) The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school.

(g) The governing board of a school district shall require that the petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used by the school, the manner in which administrative services of the school are to be provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the school and upon the school district. The description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify where the school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners shall also be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation.

(h) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006.

(i) Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board.

(j)(1) If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county board of education. The county board of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects to submit a petition for establishment of a charter school to the county board of education and the county board of education denies the petition, the petitioner may file a petition for establishment of a charter school with the state board, and the state board may approve the petition, in accordance with subdivision (b). A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would otherwise be subject if it received approval from the entity to which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate.

(2) In assuming its role as a chartering agency, the state board shall develop criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school petitions presented to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements required for charter approval, as identified in subdivision (b), and shall define “reasonably comprehensive” as used in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) in a way that is consistent with the intent of this part. Upon satisfactory completion of the criteria, the state board shall adopt the criteria on or before June 30, 2001.

(3) A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other purposes of this part.

(4) If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act on a petition within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board of the school district to deny a petition shall be subject to judicial review.

(5) The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision.

(6) Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the petition to the department and the state board.

(k)(1) The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its supervisorial and oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved by the state board to any local educational agency in the county in which the charter school is located or to the governing board of the school district that first denied the petition.

(2) The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring and supervising authority of a chartering agency, including, but not limited to, powers and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of revocation, which shall remain with the state board.

(3) A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the state board and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration of the charter, submit its petition for renewal to the governing board of the school district that initially denied the charter. If the governing board of the school district denies the charter school’s petition for renewal, the school may petition the state board for renewal of its charter.

(l) Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold. These documents shall be maintained on file at the charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering authority. It is the intent of the Legislature that charter schools be given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege preparatory courses.

(m) A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (l) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering entity, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering entity, and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of the chartering entity pursuant to Section 41020.

EC Section 47605.1

[(a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations of this part.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter.

(3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (e).]

(b) This section is not intended to affect the admission requirements contained in subdivision (d) of Section 47605.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school may establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility [located in a county adjacent to that in which the charter school is authorized] if the following conditions are met:

(1) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(2) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is authorized.

[(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist:

(1) The charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the charter school chooses to locate.

(2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.

(e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new educational services or schoolsites established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002.

(2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003.

(3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for schoolsites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.]

(4) This section is not intended to affect the authority of a governmental entity to revoke a charter that is granted on or before the effective date of this section.

(f) A charter school that submits its petition directly to a county board of education, as authorized by Section 47605.5 or 47605.6, may establish charter school operations only within the geographical boundaries of the county in which that county board of education has jurisdiction.

(g) Notwithstanding any other law, the jurisdictional limitations set forth in this section do not apply to a charter school that provides instruction exclusively in partnership with any of the following:

(1) The federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. Sec. 3101 et seq.).

(2) Federally affiliated Youth Build programs.

(3) Federal job corps training or instruction provided pursuant to a memorandum of understanding with the federal provider.

(4) The California Conservation Corps or local conservation corps certified by the California Conservation Corps pursuant to Sections 14507.5 or 14406 of the Public Resources code.

(5) Instruction provided to juvenile court school pupils pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 42238.18 or pursuant to Section 1981 for individuals who are placed in a residential facility.

Outcome Rationale: See attached Need for Waiver Request

Student Population: 232

City Type: Rural

Public Hearing Date: 3/15/2017

Public Hearing Advertised: As a small and rural school district, we posted a formal notice of the public hearing at each school in the district and in numerous public places within the district (e.g., post offices).

Local Board Approval Date: 3/15/2017

Community Council Reviewed By: Charter School stakeholders reviewed this waiver.

Community Council Reviewed Date: 3/15/2017

Community Council Objection: N

Community Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N

Categorical Program Monitoring: N

Submitted by: Mr. Michael Altenburg

Position: Superintendent, Fort Sage Unified School District

E-mail: maltenburg@fortsage.org 
Telephone: 503-260-8093

Fax: 530-827-3239

Bargaining Unit Date: 03/14/2017

Name: California School Employees Association

Representative: Michelle Beckett

Title: President, CSEA

Position: Support

Comments: 

Bargaining Unit Date: 03/10/2017

Name: California State Teachers

Representative: Kim Dieter

Title: President

Position: Support

Comments:
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Need For Mt. Lassen Charter School Waiver Request
Fort Sage Unified School District (“District”) seeks a waiver from the State Board of Education pursuant to Education Code section 33050 on behalf of Mt. Lassen Charter School (“MLCS”), which authorizes it to waive “all or part of any section of [the Education Code]” and pursuant to California State Board of Education Policy

#17-01 adopted on March 9, 2017.

Since 2010, MLCS has operated a nonclassroom-based charter school that currently serves 122 students in grades TK-12. MLCS is a dependent charter school operated by the District. MLCS serves students who have chosen to home-school, which is common in our rural area, and students who for other reasons need a customized educational program, like special education students, at-risk students and academically advanced students.  For example, MLCS currently has 54 high school students and 35 of these have never attended the local district high school.  They are students who would otherwise likely be entirely home-schooled, or fall through the cracks.  MLCS provides all of these students key resources: access to materials and resources for parents that are aligned with State standards; access to A-G course offerings; access to web-based and traditional textbooks; access to computers; one-on-one and group tutoring; direct instruction and re-teaching as necessary; access to coursework through Lassen Community College; access to CTE and academic coursework; guidance counselors who help students fill out financial aid applications, take college placement tests and pre- register for college classes; access to weekly music, dance and tumbling classes led by local fine arts vendors; access to Lassen County Office of Education Events like the Spelling Bee, Geography Bowl, 7th Grade Career Fair, 4th Grade California History Day, 8th Grade College Week, 5th Grade Day in the Desert, 3rd Grade Lassen County History Day, and Literacy Jam; enrichment activities like monthly science, technology, engineering, art and math field trips, with a special emphasis on expanded learning opportunities for academically low-achieving students and academically high-achieving students.

MLCS meets a great need for families in Lassen County who asked for an academically-successful, WASC- accredited alternative to the traditional classroom.  Notably, MLCS serves a high percentage of academically at- risk students (34% of our population), and is making significant progress with its at-risk students as evidenced by the statistics available on the CDE Accountability Dashboards.   For example, of the total 19 high school students who came to MLCS from the Lassen Union High School District, 15 are academically at-risk.

MLCS has two resource centers, and one is in-County but out-of-District. Our home resource center is located at 100 David South Hall Street, Herlong, CA 96113, which is inside District boundaries and would not be impacted by this waiver.

The other resource center is located at 450 Cedar St., Susanville, CA 96130, which is inside Lassen County but outside District boundaries.  The Susanville resource center is in the boundaries of Lassen Union High School District (9-12) and Susanville School District (K-8). MLCS has always operated its resource center in Susanville, with Lassen Union High School District’s knowledge as memorialized in board meeting minutes, and has operated openly and continuously at the current address since December 15, 2012.  Susanville School

Mt Lassen Charter School 450 Cedar St. Susanville, CA 96130 Phone (530)252-4313 Fax (530)252-4314
Fort Sage Unified School District PO Box 35 100 DS Hall Herlong, CA 96113Fax (530) 827-3239
District has not objected to MLCS operating here.  The Susanville resource center serves approximately 122 students.

In October 2016, an appellate court ruled for the first time that charter locations outside the geographic boundaries of the authorizing school district violate the Charter Schools Act unless certain exceptions apply

(“Shasta”). The Shasta decision impacts MLCS’s Susanville resource center. A waiver will allow MLCS time to work on a long-term, legal solution to Shasta. Per California State Board of Education Policy #17-01, if a waiver is granted, the District will: (1) provide a copy of its transition plan to Lassen Union High School District and Susanville School District; and (2) provide updates to families about this issue.

If MLCS is forced to immediately close its Susanville resource center, the intense one-on-one support provided to students would be eroded by lack of access.  The majority of the students we serve are spread at least 45 miles away from our in-District resource center.  We serve a population in a rural part of the State that would be tangibly harmed, and would not have viable alternatives, if MLCS’s Susanville resource center closed.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

CD Code: 3675051

Waiver Number: 35-5-2017

Active Year: 2017

Date In: 5/24/2017 2:14:35 PM

Local Education Agency: Lucerne Valley Unified

Address: 8560 Aliento Rd.

Lucerne Valley, CA 92356

Start: 5/24/2017

End: 6/30/2018

Waiver Renewal: N

Previous Waiver Number: 
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Charter School Program

Ed Code Title: Geographic Limitations - Non-classroom Based 

Ed Code Section: Portions of EC Sections 47605(a)(1) and 47605.1

Ed Code Authority: 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Ed Code section 47605

(a)(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school [within a school district] may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school [that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district]. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites [within the school district] if each location is identified in the charter school petition.

Ed Code Section 47605.1

(d) [Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist: (1) The school has attempted to located a single site or facility to house the entire program but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate. (2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

Outcome Rationale: Sky Mountain Charter School is an academically successful independent study charter school serving the diverse needs of students in an alternative education setting in San Bernardino County and adjacent counties. Our students test scores ranked in deciles 4 to 10, inclusive, on the APR in tow of the last three years as required under Education Code section 47607(b) for charter renewal. We have had clean audits since our inception. Our charter was first approved in September 2007 and we have been successfully serving students for 10 years. In order to continue serving our students, we are requesting a waiver from the recently redefined geographic limitations on in-county resource center locations. Our current resource center primarily operates as a curriculum library where families come to access previously used curriculum that they may then check out and use throughout the school year. The resource center also serves as an administrative office and meeting space for our staff meetings, and hosts one class for our students. Immediate closure of the library would cause academic harm and disruption to students being served; employment hardship for the staff; and impact ability to meet financial obligations and lease agreements.
The Lucerne Valley Unified School District has provided supervisory oversight and performance monitoring services for the Charter School, including monitoring school and student performance data, reviewing audit reports, performing visits to our Redlands resource center, and considering charter renewal requests. LVUSD affirms that at all times the Charter School has operated its resource center consistent with the advice and written guidance issued by the CDE since 2002. On October 16, 2016, the 3rd District Court of Appeals ruled in Anderson Union High School District v. Shasta Secondary Home School that independent study charter schools may not have resource centers outside of the boundaries of the school district in which the charter school is authorized, but within the same county. Currently, the Charter School has one resource center (established 2013) located at 1423 West State Street, Redlands, CA within San Bernardino County that is affected by the ruling. This resource center is within the geographical boundaries of Redlands Unified School District serves 252 students. This waiver is necessary to allow the continued operation of the Sky Mountain Resource Center which provides parents access to a curriculum library and business office. 

Student Population: 1948

City Type: Urban

Public Hearing Date: 5/22/2017

Public Hearing Advertised: District website and three physical locations

Local Board Approval Date: 5/22/2017

Community Council Reviewed By: Sky Mountain Charter School Parent Council

Community Council Reviewed Date: 5/22/2017

Community Council Objection: N

Community Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N

Categorical Program Monitoring: N

Submitted by: Mr. Peter Livingston

Position: Superintendent

E-mail: peter_livingston@lucernevalleyusd.org 

Telephone: 760-248-6108 x4131

Fax: 

Bargaining Unit Date: May 24, 2017

Name: Lucerne Valley Teacher’s Association

Representative: Cindy Lazenby

Title: Current Vice President, Incoming President (7/1/17)

Position: Supports the waiver

Comments: Sky Mountain has been a positive partner for the district supporting the needs of their students. 

PIVOT CHARTER SCHOOL NORTH BAY 

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

Local Education Agency: Oak Grove Union School District 

Address: 

5299 Hall Road

Santa Rosa, CA 95401

Start: July 13, 2017
End: June 30, 2018

Waiver Renewal: N

Waiver Topic: Geographic Restrictions on Resource Center Locations for Nonclassroom-Based Charter Schools

Ed Code Title:  Charter School Locations 

Ed Code Section: Portions of EC Sections 47605(a)(1) and 47605.1

Ed Code Authority: 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Portions of California Education Code Sections 47605(a)(1) and 47605.1 as follows:

Education Code section 47605:

(a)
(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school [within a school district] may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school [that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district]. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school petition. 

….

[(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to establish      operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter.]

[(5)  A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists:]

(A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate.

(B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

Education Code Section 47605.1:

[(a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations of this part.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter.

(3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (e).]

….

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school may establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility [located in a county adjacent to that in which the charter school is authorized] if the following conditions are met:

(1) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(2) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is authorized.

[(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist:

(1) The charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the charter school chooses to locate.

(2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.

(e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new educational services or schoolsites established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002.

(2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003.

(3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for schoolsites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.]

Outcome Rational: 

Pivot Charter School North Bay has been authorized by the Oak grove Union School District (“District”) since 2010.  Pivot charter School is a non-classroom based/independent study charter school program offering personalized learning education programs for grades TK-12. Pivot Charter School North Bay has been in current resource center since August 2013. It serves roughly 420 students of which roughly 300 attend on a weekly basis. The Resource center is located at 2999 Cleveland Ave, Santa Rosa. It is situated in the Santa Rosa City School District. The school has a strong relationships with the nearby schools.

The Oak Grove Union School District has provided supervisorial oversight and performance monitoring services for the Charter School, including monitoring school and student performance data, reviewing the school’s audit reports, performing annual visits to the school facilities and resource centers, and considering charter amendment and renewal requests. The Oak Grove Union School District affirms that at all times the Charter School has operated its resouce centers consistent with the advice and written guidance issued by the California Department of Education since 2002 (see Attachment).

Pivot Program Generally

When Pivot Charter Schools were formed, the intent was not to try to recreate the already established wheel of education and try to do it better than others. It was not to the intent to use an online curriculum so Pivot could have thousands of students who did not have to come to a brick and mortar school. The intent of Pivot was to do things differently for students who wanted and needed “different”. The Pivot Carter Schools use an online curriculum as the primary, yet not sole, method of instructional delivery so that our exceptional credentialed teachers can spend their time doing what they do best; helping students learn and understand what they are learning. Students are able to move at a pace commensurate with their developmental abilities or based on their graduation plans. And throughout their academic efforts they constantly receive feedback, kind motivation, ideas and instruction. Teachers encourage students to delve deeper into their content through projects and hands on experiences. They tutor small groups to ensure that they are making successful progress in all their courses. They work with the entire family, supporting not only their academic but also their social-emotional lives. They “meet students where they are at” to inspire their individual and collective potential. Students are surrounded by genuine caring, motivation and accountability. 

Students can either come to the resource center for activities, to work on their academics, to engage in projects or get tutoring five days a week for three hours a day. Or they can come two afternoons a week. Or they can come one day a week. And those students who are independent and only need the support of their assigned credentialed teacher once in a while, can work virtually or come to the resource center as needed or receive assistance via video conferencing.  Whether a student chooses to attend programs offered at the resource centers five days a week or two days a week or work from wherever their lives take them, they engage in a rigorous online curriculum which we feel is balanced by the program supplemented at the resource centers with Fun Fridays, field trips, project based activities, clubs, and social activities like barbecues and camping trips.

Pivot Charter Schools continue to add elective and Career Technical courses and expand programmatic offerings such as Collaborations, Genius Hours, and even a prom. It is amazing to fathom how many students Pivot Charter Schools has helped succeed and reach their goals whether that was to return to a traditional school setting, head to a four or two year college, enter the workforce, or participate in an accountable and engaging home school blended program for grades Tk-5.   

Need: Pivot Charter School North Bay is working closely with the Santa Rosa City School District and is planning on submitting a charter petition for authorization by October 2017. Authorization by the local District (or on appeal to the County) is the key element to Pivot North Bay’s transition plan. Pivot North Bay has very strong relationships with the local schools and the District and is confident a new charter will be established that is Shasta-Anderson compliant. The school needs the time allowed by the one year waiver in order to continue to develop these relationships and to produce a petition aligned to the local District’s needs and goals for the community. 

Immediate Harm: If the waiver is not granted, the school will close its doors and 75 special education students, 11 foster students, 460 projected total enrolled students (17-18) will be without their school of choice. The blended learning program’s key component is the program at the resource center that most students attend five days a week where they receive counseling, special education services (we are an LEA member of the El Dorado SELPA) engage in hands on learning, attend direct instruction with credentialed teachers and which serves as a safe environment for students who do not have many safe places to go. Pivot North Bay works closely with the Sonoma County Office of Education Homeless and Foster Student Liaison and has served as the school of choice for a girl’s foster home in Santa Rosa. These students have not found success anywhere else in the District. Additionally, the Santa Rosa City School District and local probation officers recognize the service that Pivot provides to at-risk and underserved students in the community especially with the recent closing of another local school of choice last month on which community organizations and the District relied to serve these students. 

Additionally, Pivot is only in the second year of its fiveyear lease for the 8,500 sf space and significant financial harm will come to the school if this lease is broken. 

On October 16, 2016, the 3rd District Court of Appeals ruled in AUHSD v. Shasta Secondary Home School (referred to herein as “Anderson”) that independent study charter schools may not have resource centers outside of the boundaries of the school district in which the charter school is authorized, but within the same county. Currently, the Charter School has 1 resource centers located within Sonoma County that are affected by the ruling. This waiver is necessary to allow the continued operation of the Charter School’s’ existing resource centers and provide the Charter School with time to comply with the Anderson court decision without disruption to current students and the educational program. The resource centers subject to this waiver are as follows:

Pivot Charter School North Bay 

2999 Cleveland Ave Suites A, B, C, D

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

The resource center has been at this location since 2013

Total Student Population: 420 

Number of Employees: 22

City Type: City

Public Hearing Date: April 12, 2017

Public Hearing Advertised: Notice posted at the District main office and Charter School  central administrative office and resource center.

Local Board Approval Date: March 25, 2017

Committee/Council Reviewed By: Charter School Board of Directors

Committee/Council Review Date: March 25, 2017

Committee/Council Objection: N

Committee/Council Objection Explanation: 

Bargaining Units: Y

Bargaining Unit Date: 04/06/2017

Name: Classified School Employees Association

Representative: Sebastian Link

Title: President

Position: Neutral

Comments:

Bargaining Unit Date: 04/06/2017

Name: Oak Grove Union Elementary Educators Association

Representative: Cari Cardle

Title: President

Position: Support

Audit Penalty: N

Categorical Program Monitoring: N

Contact Person Name: Michael Kellison

Position: Superintendent 

E-mail: mkellison@ogusd.org   

Telephone: 707-545-0171

Fax: 707-545-0176

District or County Certification: The district or county office of education Superintendent or designee must certify to the accuracy of the information and date the request.

California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

CD Code: 1975291

Waiver Number: 3-5-2017

Active Year: 2017

Date In: 5/2/2017 3:01:06 PM

Local Education Agency: San Gabriel Unified School District

Address: 408 Junipero Serra Dr.

San Gabriel, CA 91776

Start: 7/1/2017

End: 6/30/2018

Waiver Renewal: N

Previous Waiver Number: 
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Charter School Program

Ed Code Title: Geographic Limitations – Nonclassroom Based 

Ed Code Section: Portions of Ed Code Sections 47605(a) and 47605.1

Ed Code Authority: Section 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Education Code section 47605:

(a)(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. [A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school petition.] The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after either of the following conditions is met: 

[(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter.]

[(5)  A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists:]

[(A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate.]

[(B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

Education Code Section 47605.1:

[(a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations of this part.]

[(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter.]

[(3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (e).]

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school may establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility [located in a county adjacent to that in which the charter school is authorized] if the following conditions are met:

(1) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(2) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is authorized.

[(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist:]

[(1) The charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the charter school chooses to locate.

(2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

[(e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new educational services or school sites established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002.]

[(2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003.]

[(3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for school sites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.]

Outcome Rationale: The description is attached as ATTACHMENT NO. 1 to this submission.

Student Population: 3267

City Type: Urban

Public Hearing Date: 4/11/2017

Public Hearing Advertised: Notice posted at the District main office. Notice posted at the District's school sites, a total of eight (8).

Local Board Approval Date: 4/11/2017

Community Council Reviewed By: Options For Youth-San Gabriel Charter School Board

Community Council Reviewed Date: 3/28/2017

Community Council Objection: N

Community Council Objection Explanation: 

Audit Penalty YN: N

Categorical Program Monitoring: N

Submitted by: Dr. John Pappalardo

Position: Superintendent

E-mail: pappalardo_j@sgusd.k12.ca.us 
Telephone: 626-451-5400

Fax: 626-451-5494

Bargaining Unit Date: 3/2/2017

Name: NewcastleTeachers Association

Representative: Mike Sarkisian

Title: NTA President

Position: Teacher

Comments: Supportive

Attachment No. 1
Description of Reason for Waiver Request Submission
Options For Youth – San Gabriel Charter School (“OFY-San Gabriel”) was first awarded a charter by Los Angeles County’s San Gabriel Unified School District in 1997. OFY-San Gabriel started operating the school on January 2, 1997 and has continuously been operating since then. OFY-San Gabriel’s charter from San Gabriel Unified School District was recently renewed for an additional five-year term commencing on July 1, 2016 and expiring on June 30, 2021. OFY-San Gabriel serves students in grades 7-12, the majority of whom are drop-out recovery students, students at risk of dropping out of school, foster youth, English learners and low income students. OFY-San Gabriel offers a year-around blended learning program (240 days) including guided independent study with strong, common core standards aligned academic content. There is a focus on high expectations, personal goal setting and on developing self- discipline and responsibility.

The San Gabriel Unified School District has provided supervisorial oversight and performance monitoring services for OFY-San Gabriel, including monitoring school and student performance data, reviewing the school’s audit reports, performing annual visits to the school facilities and resource centers, and considering charter amendment and renewal requests. The San Gabriel Unified School District affirms that at all times OFY-San Gabriel has operated its resource centers consistent with the advice and written guidance issued by the California Department of Education since 2002 (see Attachment No. 2).

In school year 2015-2016 OFY-San Gabriel served a total of 3,387 students. Of those students, OFY-San Gabriel served 2,186 students who were eligible for free and reduced meals, 190 special education students 55 homeless students, 80 pregnant and parenting students, and 12 foster youth. OFY-San Gabriel recovers students from dropping out of school, some of whom go on to graduate from OFY-San Gabriel, but also supports students in credit recovery before returning to their comprehensive high school in their district of residence. OFY-San Gabriel has been highly successful in increasing the numbers of these students who graduate from high school or who attain a high school equivalency certificate, formerly the GED, and who look forward to being contributing citizens. OFY-San Gabriel also provides services and instruction to homeless and transient youth, students in group homes, and other mental or behavioral care facilities. Parent participation, resources and supports are also a part of OFY-San Gabriel’s comprehensive program.

OFY-San Gabriel meets the University of California A-G requirements—all 9th  grade students are enrolled in an A-G track. OFY-San Gabriel is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). The Options For Youth Public Charter Schools network, of which OFY-San Gabriel is a member, was recognized by the Broad Foundation as eligible for the Broad Prize for Public charter schools in 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016. The Broad Prize (i) recognizes those charter models that show the best academic outcomes, particularly for traditionally disadvantaged students, (ii) creates an accessible repository of high-quality data on student achievement, policies and practices in the largest urban charter management organizations across the count, and (iii) showcases the best practices of successful public charter management organizations so that other public charter schools and traditional public schools can learn from their success. OFY-San Gabriel also offers its students 3-4 day college tours, vocational education, ranch and farm learning experiences, sports programs, community service opportunities, field trips and social and leadership activities.

On October 16, 2016, the 3rd  District Court of Appeals ruled in AUHSD v. Shasta Secondary Home School that independent study charter schools may not have resource centers outside of the boundaries of the school district in which the charter school is authorized, but within the same  county.  OFY-San  Gabriel  has  several  resource  centers  located  within  Los  Angeles County that are affected by the ruling. This waiver is necessary to allow the continued operation of OFY-San Gabriel’s existing resource centers which provide a location for state mandated standardized  testing,  wet  labs  for  A-G  requirements,  teacher/student  meetings,  special education services, and intervention services.  This waiver would provide OFY-San Gabriel time to comply with the Anderson court decision without distruption to current students and the educational program.

The waiver is consistent with public policy and avoids the detrimental impact on San Gabriel Unified School District, the communities served by OFY-San Gabriel, and society at large that would occur from closure of the affected resource centers. OFY-San Gabriel is forecasted to pay approximately $147,800 in district oversight fees over the next year to San Gabriel Unified School  District.  Additionally,  in  a  2010  study,  Dr.  James  S.  Catterall  of  the  University  of California Los Angeles found that the dropout recovery work of Options For Youth and its sister network of charter schools, Opportunities For Learning, had a societal economic benefit of 3 to

1. Meaning, that for every one dollar invested in the program there would be an estimated $3.00 returned in societal benefits. (Catterall, J. S. (2011). The societal benefits and costs of school
dropout recovery. Education Research International, 2011.) OFY-San Gabriel provides at-risk students with educational opportunities they otherwise would not have if the program was not

readily available to them by way of its resource centers. Also, prior to opening its resource centers, OFY-San Gabriel researches local gang activity in order to open its resource centers in areas identified as gang-neutral zones and to allow students living in high gang activity areas

the opportunity to attend school without fear. This is done in an effort to protect its students and to give them a safe environment to focus on their educational advancement.

If the waiver is not granted, as of March 31, 2017, approximately 1,706 students who enrolled with OFY-San Gabriel this school year so far would be displaced with many of them forced to go back into a traditional educational program where they were previously unsuccessful and also to schools located in unsafe gang-zone areas. Closure of these resource centers would also cause the loss of 53 jobs as of March 31, 2017. With the addition of the resource centers proposed below, as of July 1, 2017, approximately 2,707 additional students would be displaced and 104 jobs would be lost.  Moreover, all of the affected centers are leased from third-party landlords. OFY-San Gabriel would be obligated to pay termination fees for each of the facilities.This would cause OFY-San Gabriel to spend public dollars on empty facilities when those funds should be spent on serving students in the community.

The resource centers currently open under OFY-San Gabriel that are subject to this waiver are as follows:

1.  5926 Monterey Rd, Los Angeles, CA 90042, located within the Los Angeles Unified School District. The center was established on 09/15/2014. In the 2016/17 school year, the center has served 323 students and is currently staffed by 7 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the one-on-one specialized instructional support that includes individual remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support.   In addition, this center provides wrap-around services from sports and cheer to Certified Technical Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured college readiness program (CREW). Special Education and English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 7 of these students currently and 20 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord.  The current lease term does not expire until 09/30/2019 and would result in a total cost of approximately $36,000 in early termination fees as well as utility termination fees.   Additionally, if all of the employees must  be laid off  at this center,  there would be an approximate cost of

$14,133 in severance pay.

2.  16023 Arrow Hwy., #A, C1, C2, D, E, and F, Irwindale, CA 91706, located within the Azusa Unified School District. The center was established on 04/12/2012. In the 2016/17 school  year,  the  center  has  served  417  students  and  is  currently  staffed  by  16 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the  one-on-one  specialized  instructional  support  that  includes  individual  remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support. In addition, this center provides wrap-around services from sports and cheer to Certified Technical Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured   college   readiness   program   (CREW).   Special   Education   and   English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  In addition, there is a Middle School program offered at this center for students in 7th  and 8th  grade that provides a rich grade level learning environment with two credentialed teachers driving and supporting the learning of 25 students.   Instruction is offered in all of the core subject areas with students attending school three times per week creating continuing with a flexible learning environment.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 11 of these students currently and 28 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased  from  a  third-party  landlord.    The  current  lease  term  does  not  expire  until

08/31/2020  and  would  result  in  a  total  cost  to  OFY-San  Gabriel  of  approximately

$38,000 in early termination fees as well as utility termination fees.  Additionally, if all of the employees must be laid off at this center, there would be an approximate cost of

$89,516 in severance pay.

3.  2626  Foothill  Blvd  Suite,  101-104,  La  Crescenta,  CA  91214,  located  within  the

Glendale Unified School District. The center was established on 09/01/2014. In the

2016/17 school year, the center has served 449 students and is currently staffed by 14 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the  one-on-one  specialized  instructional  support  that  includes  individual  remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support. In addition, this center provides wrap-around services from sports and cheer to Certified Technical Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured   college   readiness   program   (CREW).   Special   Education   and   English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 1 of these students currently and 2 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord.  The current lease term does not expire until 09/30/2019 and would result in a total cost to OFY-San Gabriel of approximately $16,500 in early termination fees as well as utility termination fees.  Additionally, if all of the employees must be laid off at this center, there would be an approximate cost of $58,028 in severance pay.

4.  689-695  Foothill  Blvd,  Pomona,  CA  91767,  located  within  the  Claremont  Unified School District. The center was established 07/01/2013. In the 2016/17 school year, the center has served 517 students and is currently staffed by 16 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the one-on-one specialized instructional support that includes individual remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support.  In addition, this center provides wrap-around   services  from   sports  and   cheer   to  Certified  Technical  Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured college readiness program (CREW). Special Education and English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 12 of these students currently and 33 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord.  The current lease term does not expire until 06/30/2018 and would result in a total cost to OFY-San Gabriel of approximately

$43,050 in early termination fees as well as utility termination fees.  Additionally, if all of the employees must be laid off at this center, there would be an approximate cost of

$70,482 in severance pay.

5.  2322 W 3rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90010, located within the Los Angeles Unified School District. The center was established on 10/01/2016, prior to the Shasta ruling, with an anticipated opening date of 06/01/2017.  The waiver is needed because this site will serve a high concentration of “at-risk” youth in the MacArthur Park region where there is high gang prevalence.  The targeted student population will include foster youth, homeless youth, pregnant and parenting youth and youth involved with the juvenile justice system.  The goal at the time of opening is to serve 100 students and from the onset, will offer one-on-one specialized instructional support, individual remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support. All instructional modalities will include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st  century skills. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord.  The current lease term does not expire until 09/30/2021 and would result in a total cost to OFY-San Gabriel of approximately $50,000 in early termination fees.

In addition, the following resource centers are proposed to be open under OFY-San Gabriel as of July 1, 2017 and are also subject to this waiver as follows:

6.  19315 Saticoy Street, Units C and E Reseda, CA 91335, located within the Los

Angeles  Unified  School District.  The center  was  established  on  05/02/2016.  In the

2016/17 school year, the center has served 280 students and is currently staffed by 14 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the  one-on-one  specialized  instructional  support  that  includes  individual  remedial

support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support. In addition, this center provides wrap-around services from sports and cheer to Certified Technical Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured   college   readiness   program   (CREW).   Special   Education   and   English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 10 of these students currently and 16 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord.  The current lease term does not expire until 05/31/2021 and would result in a total cost of approximately $62,601 in early termination fees as well as utility termination fees. Additionally, if all of the employees must be laid off at this center, there would be an approximate cost of $142,798 in severance pay.

7.  13788 Foothill Blvd., Suite 6-9, Sylmar, CA 91342, located within the Los Angeles Unified School District. The center was established on 01/01/2015 and is intended to expand the square footage of the center. Following the expansion, the center’s address will be 13754 Foothill Blvd., Sylmar, CA 91342. In the 2016/17 school year, the center has served 398 students and is currently staffed by 15 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the one-on-one specialized instructional support that includes individual remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support.  In addition, this center provides wrap-around   services  from   sports  and   cheer   to  Certified  Technical  Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured college readiness program (CREW). Special Education and English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 13 of these students currently and 25 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord and would result in early termination fees if the center were to be closed.    Additionally, if all of the employees must be laid off at this center, there would be an approximate cost of $71,166 in severance pay.

8.  6628 Van Nuys Blvd, Van Nuys, CA 91405, located within the Los Angeles Unified School District. The center was established on 04/08/2011. In the 2016/17 school year, the center has served 323 students and is currently staffed by 22 employees. The waiver is needed in order to ensure these students continue to receive the one-on-one specialized instructional support that includes individual remedial support, small group instruction, and Special Education and English Language support.   In addition, this center provides wrap-around services from sports and cheer to Certified Technical Education, Associated Student Body leadership, experiential fieldtrips and a structured college readiness program (CREW). Special Education and English Language services are also provided. All instructional modalities include technology and the use of new technology to prepare students with 21st century skills.  Special student populations are served including homeless, foster youth, military and mobile students, providing educational support to 4 of these students currently and 13 students total year to date at this center. The facility is leased from a third-party landlord.  The current lease term does not expire until 09/30/2017 and would result in a total cost of approximately $6,550 in early termination fees as well as utility termination fees.   Additionally, if all of the employees must  be laid off  at this center,  there would be an approximate  cost of $77,437 in severance pay.
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Ed Code or CCR to Waive: (a)(1)
Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. [A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school petition.] The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after either of the following conditions is met:

(A) The petition is signed by a number of parents or legal guardians of pupils that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of pupils that the charter school estimates will enroll in the school for its first year of operation.

(B) The petition is signed by a number of teachers that is equivalent to at least one-half of the number of teachers that the charter school estimates will be employed at the school during its first year of operation.

(2) A petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter school that would not be eligible for a loan pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 41365 may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. The petition may be submitted to the governing board of the school district for review after the petition is signed by not less than 50 percent of the permanent status teachers currently employed at the public school to be converted.

(3) A petition shall include a prominent statement that a signature on the petition means that the parent or legal guardian is meaningfully interested in having his or her child or ward attend the charter school, or in the case of a teacher’s signature, means that the teacher is meaningfully interested in teaching at the charter school. The proposed charter shall be attached to the petition.

[(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to establish operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter.]

[(5) A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists:]

[(A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate.]

[(B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

(6) Commencing January 1, 2003, a petition to establish a charter school may not be approved to serve pupils in a grade level that is not served by the school district of the governing board considering the petition, unless the petition proposes to serve pupils in all of the grade levels served by that school district.

(b) No later than 30 days after receiving a petition, in accordance with subdivision (a), the governing board of the school district shall hold a public hearing on the provisions of the charter, at which time the governing board of the school district shall consider the level of support for the petition by teachers employed by the school district, other employees of the school district, and parents. Following review of the petition and the public hearing, the governing board of the school district shall either grant or deny the charter within 60 days of receipt of the petition, provided, however, that the date may be extended by an additional 30 days if both parties agree to the extension. In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools pursuant to this section, the chartering authority shall be guided by the intent of the legislature that charter schools are and should become an integral part of the California educational system and that the establishment of charter schools should be encouraged. The governing board of the school district shall grant a charter for the operation of a school under this part if it is satisfied that granting the charter is consistent with sound educational practice. The governing board of the school district shall not deny a petition for the establishment of a charter school unless it makes written factual findings, specific to the particular petition, setting forth specific facts to support one or more of the following findings:

(1) The charter school presents an unsound educational program for the pupils to be enrolled in the charter school.

(2) The petitioners are demonstrably unlikely to successfully implement the program set forth in the petition.

(3) The petition does not contain the number of signatures required by subdivision (a).

(4) The petition does not contain an affirmation of each of the conditions described in subdivision (d).

(5) The petition does not contain reasonably comprehensive descriptions of all of the following:

(A)(i) The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other things, to identify those whom the charter school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.

(ii) The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school, and specific annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals.

(iii) If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, the manner in which the charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and the eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and courses approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable under the “A” to “G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance requirements.

(B) The measureable pupil outcomes identified for use by the charter school. “Pupil outcomes,” for purposes of this part, means the extent to which all pupils of the school demonstrate that they have attained the skills, knowledge, and attitudes specified as goals in the school’s educational program. Pupil outcomes shall include outcomes that address increases in pupil academic achievement both schoolwide and for all groups of pupils served by the charter school, as that term is defined in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 47607. The pupil outcomes shall align with the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school.

(C) The method by which pupil progress in meeting those pupil outcomes is to be measured. To the extent practicable, the method for measuring pupil outcomes for state priorities shall be consistent with the way information is reported on a school accountability report card.

(D) The governance structure of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the process to be followed by the charter school to ensure parental involvement.

(E) The qualifications to be met by individuals to be employed by the charter school.

(F) The procedures that the charter school will follow to ensure the health and safety of pupils and staff. These procedures shall include the requirement that each employee of the charter school furnish it with a criminal record summary as described in Section 44237.

(G) The means by which the school will achieve a racial and ethnic balance among its pupils that is reflective of the general population residing within the territorial jurisdiction of the school district to which the charter petition is submitted.

(H) Admission requirements, if applicable.

(I) The manner in which annual, independent financial audits shall be conducted, which shall employ generally accepted accounting principles, and the manner in which audit exceptions and deficiencies shall be resolved to the satisfaction of the chartering authority.

(J) The procedures by which pupils can be suspended or expelled.

(K) The manner by which staff members of the charter schools will be covered by the State Teachers’ Retirement System, the Public Employees’ Retirement System, or federal social security.

(L) The public school attendance alternatives for pupils residing within the school district who choose not to attend charter schools.

(M) The rights of an employee of the school district upon leaving the employment of the school district to work in a charter school, and of any rights of return to the school district after employment at a charter school.

(N) The procedures to be followed by the charter school and the entity granting the charter to resolve disputes relating to provisions of the charter.

(O) The procedures to be used if the charter school closes. The procedures shall ensure a final audit of the charter school to determine the disposition of all assets and liabilities of the charter school, including plans for disposing of any net assets and for the maintenance and transfer of pupil records.

(6) The petition does not contain a declaration of whether or not the charter school shall be deemed the exclusive public employer of the employees of the charter school for purposes of Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.

(c)(1) Charter schools shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments applicable to pupils in noncharter public schools.

(2) Charter schools shall, on a regular basis, consult with their parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding the charter school’s educational programs.

(d)(1) In addition to any other requirement imposed under this part, a charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations, shall not charge tuition, and shall not discriminate against a pupil on the basis of the characteristics listed in Section 220. Except as provided in paragraph (2), admission to a charter school shall not be determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, within this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former attendance area of that public school.

(2)(A) A charter school shall admit all pupils who wish to attend the school.

(B) If the number of pupils who wish to attend the charter school exceeds the school’s capacity, attendance, except for existing pupils of the charter school, shall be determined by a public random drawing. Preference shall be extended to pupils currently attending the charter school and pupils who reside in the district except as provided for in Section 47614.5. Other preferences may be permitted by the chartering authority on an individual school basis and only if consistent with the law.

(C) In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the charter school and shall not take any action to impede the charter school from expanding enrollment to meet pupil demand.

(3) If a pupil is expelled or leaves the charter school without graduating or completing the school year for any reason, the charter school shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health information. This paragraph applies only to pupils subject to compulsory full-time education pursuant to Section 48200.

(e) The governing board of a school district shall not require an employee of the school district to be employed in a charter school.

(f) The governing board of a school district shall not require a pupil enrolled in the school district to attend a charter school.

(g) The governing board of a school district shall require that the petitioner or petitioners provide information regarding the proposed operation and potential effects of the charter school, including, but not limited to, the facilities to be used by the school, the manner in which administrative services of the school are to be provided, and potential civil liability effects, if any, upon the school and upon the school district. The description of the facilities to be used by the charter school shall specify where the school intends to locate. The petitioner or petitioners shall also be required to provide financial statements that include a proposed first-year operational budget, including startup costs, and cashflow and financial projections for the first three years of operation.

(h) In reviewing petitions for the establishment of charter schools within the school district, the governing board of the school district shall give preference to petitions that demonstrate the capability to provide comprehensive learning experiences to pupils identified by the petitioner or petitioners as academically low achieving pursuant to the standards established by the department under Section 54032, as that section read before July 19, 2006.

(i) Upon the approval of the petition by the governing board of the school district, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the petition, to the applicable county superintendent of schools, the department, and the state board.

(j)(1) If the governing board of a school district denies a petition, the petitioner may elect to submit the petition for the establishment of a charter school to the county board of education. The county board of education shall review the petition pursuant to subdivision (b). If the petitioner elects to submit a petition for establishment of a charter school to the county board of education and the county board of education denies the petition, the petitioner may file a petition for establishment of a charter school with the state board, and the state board may approve the petition, in accordance with subdivision (b). A charter school that receives approval of its petition from a county board of education or from the state board on appeal shall be subject to the same requirements concerning geographic location to which it would otherwise be subject if it received approval from the entity to which it originally submitted its petition. A charter petition that is submitted to either a county board of education or to the state board shall meet all otherwise applicable petition requirements, including the identification of the proposed site or sites where the charter school will operate.

(2) In assuming its role as a chartering agency, the state board shall develop criteria to be used for the review and approval of charter school petitions presented to the state board. The criteria shall address all elements required for charter approval, as identified in subdivision (b), and shall define “reasonably comprehensive” as used in paragraph (5) of subdivision (b) in a way that is consistent with the intent of this part. Upon satisfactory completion of the criteria, the state board shall adopt the criteria on or before June 30, 2001.

(3) A charter school for which a charter is granted by either the county board of education or the state board based on an appeal pursuant to this subdivision shall qualify fully as a charter school for all funding and other purposes of this part.

(4) If either the county board of education or the state board fails to act on a petition within 120 days of receipt, the decision of the governing board of the school district to deny a petition shall be subject to judicial review.

(5) The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this subdivision.

(6) Upon the approval of the petition by the county board of education, the petitioner or petitioners shall provide written notice of that approval, including a copy of the petition to the department and the state board.

(k)(1) The state board may, by mutual agreement, designate its supervisorial and oversight responsibilities for a charter school approved by the state board to any local educational agency in the county in which the charter school is located or to the governing board of the school district that first denied the petition.

(2) The designated local educational agency shall have all monitoring and supervising authority of a chartering agency, including, but not limited to, powers and duties set forth in Section 47607, except the power of revocation, which shall remain with the state board.

(3) A charter school that is granted its charter through an appeal to the state board and elects to seek renewal of its charter shall, before expiration of the charter, submit its petition for renewal to the governing board of the school district that initially denied the charter. If the governing board of the school district denies the charter school’s petition for renewal, the school may petition the state board for renewal of its charter.

(l) Teachers in charter schools shall hold a Commission on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a teacher in other public schools would be required to hold. These documents shall be maintained on file at the charter school and are subject to periodic inspection by the chartering authority. It is the intent of the Legislature that charter schools be given flexibility with regard to noncore, noncollege preparatory courses.

(m) A charter school shall transmit a copy of its annual, independent financial audit report for the preceding fiscal year, as described in subparagraph (l) of paragraph (5) of subdivision (b), to its chartering entity, the Controller, the county superintendent of schools of the county in which the charter school is sited, unless the county board of education of the county in which the charter school is sited is the chartering entity, and the department by December 15 of each year. This subdivision does not apply if the audit of the charter school is encompassed in the audit of the chartering entity pursuant to Section 41020.

EC Section 47605.1

[(a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations of this part.]

[(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter.]

[(3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (e).]

(b) This section is not intended to affect the admission requirements contained in subdivision (d) of Section 47605.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school may establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility [located in a county adjacent to that in which the charter school is authorized] if the following conditions are met:

(1) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(2) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is authorized.

[(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist:]

[(1) The charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the charter school chooses to locate.

(2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

[(e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new educational services or schoolsites established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002.]

[(2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003.]

[(3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for schoolsites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.]

(4) This section is not intended to affect the authority of a governmental entity to revoke a charter that is granted on or before the effective date of this section.

(f) A charter school that submits its petition directly to a county board of education, as authorized by Section 47605.5 or 47605.6, may establish charter school operations only within the geographical boundaries of the county in which that county board of education has jurisdiction.

(g) Notwithstanding any other law, the jurisdictional limitations set forth in this section do not apply to a charter school that provides instruction exclusively in partnership with any of the following:

(1) The federal Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (29 U.S.C. Sec. 3101 et seq.).

(2) Federally affiliated Youth Build programs.

(3) Federal job corps training or instruction provided pursuant to a memorandum of understanding with the federal provider.

(4) The California Conservation Corps or local conservation corps certified by the California Conservation Corps pursuant to Sections 14507.5 or 14406 of the Public Resources code.

(5) Instruction provided to juvenile court school pupils pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 42238.18 or pursuant to Section 1981 for individuals who are placed in a residential facility.

Outcome Rationale: 10.
Demographic Information and Outcome Rational:

Sacramento Academic and Vocational Academy (“SAVA”) has been authorized by the Twin Rivers Unified School District (“TRUSD”) since 2007, renewed in 2012 and in December 2016 received a five-year renewal term from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2022. SAVA is a non-classroom based/independent study charter school program offering personalized learning education programs for grades 7-12. SAVA is one of seven charter schools operated and overseen by Gateway Community Charters, a 501c3 non-profit charter management organization (CMO) with over 14 years of experience. SAVA operates four facilities located in various locations in the greater Sacramento region, only three of which are subject to this waiver request.

Location #1: 5310-5330 Power Inn Rd., Sacramento, CA 95820

o
District: Sacramento City Unified School District

o
Date Established: 09/19/2007

o
Number of Students Attending: 356

•
Services Provided: Academic support, Career and Technical Education classes, online academy, College and Career counseling, Student Leadership, Mentorship programs, Special Education labs and services, English Language Learner support programs, Dual enrollment with local community colleges, Homeless/Foster youth services and support, Food and transportation services for low-income students, and Athletic programs. 

•
Costs

o
Facility/Lease

?
CTE investments/infrastructure- SAVA has made significant investments to provide a quality educational environment for at risk students. We have invested over $730,000 in funds for Diesel engines, welding machines, auto shop equipment, technology, sound and production equipment, tools and saws for construction, and other needed equipment to support student learning. 

?
Annual Lease cost for this resource center is $246,024.60. Only portions of our space can be renegotiated in the short term, therefore the approval of a wavier would allow the school to provide a safe landing for our at risk population.  

o
Utilities: the monthly utilities cost for this resource center is $3,841.39

o
Employees for all 3 resource centers: Estimated Salaries and Benefits $1,894,632 

•
Unique Aspects (WIOA/CTE/At Risk)

o
SAVA is in partnership with WIOA and has a career readiness and career exploration components. As a program that serves at-risk youth SAVA has a number of students who come from low income communities and have been in multiple schools before arriving at SAVA. 

o
Articulations with local community colleges: SAVA currently has twelve different CTE classes articulated with local community colleges. Students enrolled in these classes are able to earn both high school and college credit upon successful completion of the course.

o
SAVA provides students the opportunity to participate in athletic programs.  The school currently offers both boys and girls the option to play basketball and run cross country. SAVA also offers all students the opportunity to enroll in a fitness program and participate in daily workouts at the on-campus gym.

o
SAVA provides all students small group and one on one academic support.  All students receive one on one time each week being taught by a credentialed teacher and students also participate in small group academic support classes averaging better than a 10:1 student teacher ratio.

o
SAVA provides low income students free transportation to and from school on a daily basis. Any student that qualifies as low income will receive free bus passes provided by the school. 

•
Unique Population

o
The average new student enrolling at SAVA tests 4 years below grade level in both reading and math on placement tests

o
A majority of new students at SAVA have attended 2 or more high schools prior to enrolling at SAVA

o
The average new enrollee at SAVA is one or more years credit deficient

o
Over 80% of the student population at SAVA qualifies as low-income

•
SAVA was granted significant multiyear grant funding (CCPT and CTEIG) to support the necessary facility and infrastructure to create meaningful hands on vocational pathway experiences.  These funds are mid cycle and significant initial investments have been made, for example: a clean diesel shop, construction, a music and recording studio, a culinary kitchen etc. 

Location #2: 6207 Logan St, Sacramento, CA 95824

o
District: Sacramento City Unified School District

o
Date Established: 11/01/2011

o
Number of Students Attending: 140

•
Services Provided: Academic support, Career and Technical Education classes, College and Career counseling, Student Leadership, Mentorship programs, Special Education labs and services, English Language Learner support programs, Dual enrollment with local community colleges, Homeless/Foster youth services and support, Food and transportation services for low-income students, and Athletic programs. 

•
Costs

o
Facility/Lease

?
This resource center is located at a City of Sacramento Community Center. We utilize a number of existing spaces and equipment for our program. 

?
Annual Lease cost for this resource center is $91,743.00. Only portions of our space can be renegotiated in the short term, therefore the approval of a wavier would allow the school to provide a safe landing for our at risk population.  

o
Employees for all 3 resource centers: Estimated Salaries and Benefits $1,894,632 

•
Unique Aspects (WIOA/CTE/At Risk)

o
SAVA is in partnership with WIOA and has a career readiness and career exploration components. As a program that serves at-risk youth SAVA has a number of students who come from low income communities and have been in multiple schools before arriving at SAVA. 

o
Articulations with local community colleges: SAVA currently has twelve different CTE classes articulated with local community colleges. Students enrolled in these classes are able to earn both high school and college credit upon successful completion of the course.

o
SAVA provides students the opportunity to participate in athletic programs.  The school currently offers both boys and girls the option to play basketball and run cross country. SAVA also offers all students the opportunity to enroll in a fitness program and participate in daily workouts at the on-campus gym.

o
SAVA provides all students small group and one on one academic support.  All students receive one on one time each week being taught by a credentialed teacher and students also participate in small group academic support classes averaging better than a 10:1 student teacher ratio.

o
SAVA provides low income students free transportation to and from school on a daily basis. Any student that qualifies as low income will receive free bus passes provided by the school. 

o
We are partners at this facility with the City of Sacramento at the Sims Community Center. Our work at the center is in cooperation with the services and needs of the greater community.

•
Unique Population

o
The average new student enrolling at SAVA tests 4 years below grade level in both reading and math on placement tests

o
A majority of new students at SAVA have attended 2 or more high schools prior to enrolling at SAVA

o
The average new enrollee at SAVA is one or more years credit deficient

o
Over 80% of the student population at SAVA qualifies as low-income

•
The community center that this program is located at has been under programmed to allow SAVA to operate programs. If the center is closed we will be breaking our agreement with the Sacramento City Council to operate a program at that center for youth. This would require notice to both the Department of Parks and Recreation and the City Manager’s Office.

Location #3: 3141 Dwight Road, Elk Grove, CA 95753

o
District: Elk Grove Unified School District

o
Date Established: 09/19/2007

o
Number of Students Attending: 314

•
Services Provided; Academic support, Career and Technical Education classes, online academy, College and Career counseling, Student Leadership, Mentorship programs, Special Education labs and services, English Language Learner support programs, Dual enrollment with local community colleges, Homeless/Foster youth services and support, Food and transportation services for low-income students, and Athletic programs.

•
Costs

•
CTE investments/infrastructure- SAVA has made significant investments to provide a quality educational environment for at risk students. We have invested over $156,000 in funds for a culinary kitchen, recording studio, technology, construction and building materials, and other needed equipment to support student learning. 

?
Annual Lease cost for this resource center is $200,811.80. Only portions of our space can re-negotiated in the short term, therefore the approval of a wavier would allow the school to provide a safe landing for our at risk student population.  

•
Utilities- the monthly utilities cost for this resource center is $2531.31

•
Employees- Employees for all 3 resource centers: Estimated Salaries and Benefits $1,894,632 

•
Unique Aspects (WIOA/CTE/At Risk)

o
SAVA is in partnership with WIOA and has a career readiness and career exploration components. As a program that serves at-risk youth SAVA has a number of students who come from low income communities and have been in multiple schools before arriving at SAVA. 

o
Articulations with local community colleges: SAVA currently has twelve different CTE classes articulated with local community colleges. Students enrolled in these classes are able to earn both high school and college credit upon successful completion of the course.

o
SAVA provides students the opportunity to participate in athletic programs.  The school currently offers both boys and girls the option to play basketball and run cross country. SAVA also offers all students the opportunity to enroll in a fitness program and participate in daily workouts at the on-campus gym

o
SAVA provides all students small group and one on one academic support.  All students receive one on one time each week being taught by a credentialed teacher and students also participate in small group academic support classes averaging better than a 10:1 student teacher ratio.

o
SAVA provides low income students free transportation to and from school on a daily basis. Any student that qualifies as low income will receive free bus passes provided by the school.

•
Unique Population

o
The average new student enrolling at SAVA tests 4 years below grade level in both reading and math on placement tests

o
A majority of new students at SAVA have attended 2 or more high schools prior to enrolling at SAVA

o
The average new enrollee at SAVA is one or more years credit deficient

o
Over 80% of the student population at SAVA qualifies as low-income

•
SAVA was granted significant multiyear grant funding (CCPT and CTEIG) to support the necessary facility and infrastructure to create meaningful hands on vocational pathway experiences.  These funds are mid cycle and significant initial investments have been made, for example: an auto shop, a music and recording studio, a Culinary kitchen, fashion design, etc.

On October 16, 2016, the 3rd District Court of Appeals ruled in AUHSD v. Shasta Secondary Home School that independent study charter schools may not have resource centers outside of the boundaries of the school district in which the charter school is authorized, but within the same county. This waiver is necessary to allow the continued operation of SAVA’s existing resource centers. 

The court ruling impacts SAVA’s 810 students attending the resource centers who are 85% socioeconomically disadvantaged; 14% English Leaners; 21% students with disabilities; 48% Hispanic; 7% Asian; 26% African-American, 2% Native American; 3% Pacific Islander; 8% White; and 4% Other/Multiple/No Response. 

The impact of court’s ruling will result in the closing of these resource centers impacting 810 highly at-risk students who are now engaged in school and on a path towards graduation, employment of approximately 113  school employees and the inability to meet millions of dollars in long-term leases and other financial obligations.  The result has the potential to cause SAVA to become insolvent and forced to file for bankruptcy.  In addition to the impact on students being displaced, staff’s loss of employment and school closure costs, local communities and the state of California will be affected by the loss of the societal benefit of each high school dropout recovered through SAVA’s educational program.  For many of SAVA’s students SAVA’s program is their last hope of obtaining a high school diploma, achieving work ready skills, and going on to become productive citizens.

This waiver is necessary to allow the continued operation of SAVA’s existing resource centers that provides the services and resources required under Education Code Section 51746, intervention support for all students, direct instruction opportunities for all students, but also provides a location for federally mandated special education services to allow the provision of a free appropriate public education (“FAPE”) to students who qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (“IDEA”) and state mandated testing as required of charter schools pursuant to Education Code Section 47605(c). At 21% identification SAVA provides services at nearly double the state average which is a significant student need. In additioin, the resource centers allow for the delivery of English Language Development, credit recovery, Career Technical Education, counseling, testing and intervention services. Additionally each SAVA resiource center provides basic needs support for our students such as; school lunch program, access to community resources and support, diapers and resources for parenting teens, and couseling support. Each SAVA resource center is staffed with two  administrators, one school counselor, office and support staff, credentialed teachers, and paraprofessionals.  Each center has a different number of employees based on the number of students who attend the center, but the average number of employees at each center is 37 .  

As a non-classroom based charter school, SAVA is not eligible for Proposition 39 funding so each initial build out and start up is directly funded by SAVA. Due to SAVA’s hard work and best practice implementation of multiple pathways (including Transportation Sector/System Diagnostic Service and Repair: Clean Diesel, Public Service: Fire Technology, Public Service: EMR Emergency Medical Response, Fashion Design, Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation:Culinary  and more), SAVA was awarded both CCPT (California Career Pathways Trust) and CTEIG (Career Technical Education Incentive Grants) grants and have invested these significantly in multiple vocational spaces such as auto shops and culinary kitchens.  In addition, each resource center lease agreement does not have a termination “out clause” allowing the schools to release them of their long term financial liability.  Furthermore, despite SAVA’s high free and reduced lunch ratio, it is not eligible for rental reimbursement under SB 740 as a nonclassroom based charter school.

SAVA created these resource centers in alignment with the direction provided by the California Department of Education as provided in the letter dated November 14, 2002 from Janet Sterling, Director, School Fiscal Services Division, updating Charter School Administrators, County and District Superintendents and Chief Business Officials on recent charter legislation, including AB 1994 (attached).   Additionally the resource centers were acknowledged and approved by our LEA and Governing Board. 

SAVA is specifically designated as an Alternative School Accountability Model (ASAM) charter school serving "highly at-risk” pupils in grades 7-12, many of whom have previously dropped out of high school and enroll at SAVA significantly behind in reading and math foundational skills with an average of 30-60 credits deficient.   The term “highly at-risk” encompasses students who are homeless, foster youth, struggling with poverty, victims of violence, pregnant, significantly credit deficient, have medical problems that prevent regular attendance in a comprehensive program, and are on probation for criminal offenses.  At-risk youth typically come from single-parent homes, have a low socioeconomic status, and experience a high degree of transiency in their living situations. Despite these barriers to achievement, SAVA continues to create meaningful adult relationships, engage students in a variety of career and vocational pathways, build self-confidence and self-efficacy, and help these students succeed and graduate from high school.

SAVA is designed to deliver a comprehensive instructional program through various instructional structures (i.e. independent study, career focused, online cources and academy. project-based learning, CTE, and concurrent enrollment in community college, when appropriate).  Though all students in grades 7 through 12 may benefit from the program, SAVA’s primary focus is on working with high risk youth, those with attendance and behavioral issues, low academic achievers, those on formal or informal probation – youthful offenders, credit deficient, in danger of dropping out, expelled, pregnant and parenting teens, homeless, disenfranchised and those whose needs have not been served by the traditional education environment.

SAVA is unique in that the requirements of high school graduation include 20 credits of career-technical education (CTE) as well as 5 credits of Service Learning. Graduating seniors of SAVA receive a 21st Century Skills Certificate and develop a senior portfolio containing resumes, job applications, letter of recommendations, writing samples, and career presentation.  As a result, these students are better prepared to enter the workforce, an apprenticeship program, continue with technical post-secondary training, or matriculate with a four-year college. 

The SAVA Career Technical Education curriculum and program frameworks are aligned with the California CTE Model Curriculum Standards and provide a coherent sequence of CTE courses that enable pupils to transition to postsecondary education programs that lead to a career pathway. The emphasis of this concept is centered on the courses and programs being delivered in public secondary schools across California and other states.  The CTE pathway course sequences fulfill the necessary academic requirements for admission to the University of California, California State University and California Community Colleges.  The program frameworks show how industry sector skill standards and academic standards compliment and strengthen one another.  It aligns industry sector standards with activities that incorporate math, language arts, and other core standards and competency test requirements, preparing students to be college and career ready. 

SAVA provides instruction through a non-classroom based instructional model.  Students meet with a teacher of record and support staff weekly.Additional instructional support is available for students requiring assistance with core academics and special needs, as well as career technical education. In addition to direct instruction and work review, students complete additional work assignments independently.  The school meets all state requirements regarding minimum number of school days and annual instructional minutes.

Each minor student and at least one parent, and each adult student, with the assistance of administrators, teachers, advisors and mentors, design appropriate educational plans, curricula and assignments based upon the student’s educational needs, interests and objectives, and sign one or more contract(s) with SAVA that clearly describes the student’s educational goals and curriculum for each school year the student is enrolled at SAVA.  All curricula state the student’s courses of study and, if applicable, the credits the student will receive upon successfully demonstrating competence and completing the course of study.

At SAVA, each student is given an individualized learning plan that requires differentiated instruction based on their learning needs, abilities and interests. Because SAVA teachers individualize instruction for each student, there is dramatic positive impact on the student’s learning. Students are more involved in their learning and take pride in and ownership of their learning because the instruction is built around them. Teachers differentiate instruction through scaffolding, background knowledge, multiple intelligences, peer teaching, graduation and career goals, support labs, conversations, modeling, pacing and using students’ strengths in every subject. Teachers use RTI (Response to Intervention) to make accommodations and modifications for student course work and to differentiate instruction. RTI is clearly stated on the student’s weekly assignment sheet; the “grid of 9” clearly articulates the differentiation and curriculum adaptations to the students and parents. These modifications are: quantity of practice, time, level of support, input, difficulty, output, participation, alternate goals and functional curriculum.

TRUSD provides supervisorial oversight for SAVA, and affirms that SAVA has at all times operated its resource centers consistent with the SAVA charter as approved by TRUSD since 2007.
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California Department of Education

WAIVER SUBMISSION - General

CD Code: 1965136

Waiver Number: 39-5-2017

Active Year: 2017

Date In: 5/26/2017 8:53:15 AM

Local Education Agency: William S. Hart Union High School District

Address: 21380 Centre Pointe Pkwy.

Santa Clarita, CA 91350

Start: 7/1/2017
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Waiver Renewal: N

Previous Waiver Number: 
    Previous SBE Approval Date: 

Waiver Topic: Charter School Program

Ed Code Title: Geographic Limitations - Non-classroom Based 

Ed Code Section: Portions of EC 47605(a) (1) and 47605.1

Ed Code Authority: 33050

Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Ed Code or CCR to Waive: Portions of California Education Code Sections 47605(a)(1) and 47605.1 as follows:

Education Code section 47605:

(a)
(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a petition for the establishment of a charter school within a school district may be circulated by one or more persons seeking to establish the charter school. [A petition for the establishment of a charter school shall identify a single charter school that will operate within the geographic boundaries of that school district. A charter school may propose to operate at multiple sites within the school district if each location is identified in the charter school petition.] 

[(4) After receiving approval of its petition, a charter school that proposes to establish      operations at one or more additional sites shall request a material revision to its charter and shall notify the authority that granted its charter of those additional locations. The authority that granted its charter shall consider whether to approve those additional locations at an open, public meeting. If the additional locations are approved, they shall be a material revision to the charter school’s charter.]

[(5)  A charter school that is unable to locate within the jurisdiction of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county in which that school district is located, if the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools and the Superintendent are notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exists:

(A) The school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but a site or facility is unavailable in the area in which the school chooses to locate.

(B) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.]

Education Code Section 47605.1:

[(a)(1) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter from the governing board of a school district or county office of education after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, shall locate in accordance with the geographic and site limitations of this part.

(2) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school that is granted a charter by the state board after July 1, 2002, and commences providing educational services to pupils on or after July 1, 2002, based on the denial of a petition by the governing board of a school district or county board of education, as described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (j) of Section 47605, may locate only within the geographic boundaries of the chartering entity that initially denied the petition for the charter.

(3) A charter school that receives approval of its charter from a governing board of a school district, a county office of education, or the state board before July 1, 2002, but does not commence operations until after January 1, 2003, shall be subject to the geographic limitations of this part, in accordance with subdivision (e).]

 (c) Notwithstanding any other law, a charter school may establish a resource center, meeting space, or other satellite facility [located in a county adjacent to that in which the charter school is authorized] if the following conditions are met:

(1) The facility is used exclusively for the educational support of pupils who are enrolled in nonclassroom-based independent study of the charter school.

(2) The charter school provides its primary educational services in, and a majority of the pupils it serves are residents of, the county in which the charter school is authorized.

[(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (a) or subdivision (a) of Section 47605, a charter school that is unable to locate within the geographic boundaries of the chartering school district may establish one site outside the boundaries of the school district, but within the county within which that school district is located, if the school district in which the charter school proposes to operate is notified in advance of the charter petition approval, the county superintendent of schools is notified of the location of the charter school before it commences operations, and either of the following circumstances exist:

(1) The charter school has attempted to locate a single site or facility to house the entire program, but such a facility or site is unavailable in the area in which the charter school chooses to locate.

(2) The site is needed for temporary use during a construction or expansion project.

(e)(1) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, and provided educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies to new educational services or schoolsites established or acquired by the charter school on or after July 1, 2002.

(2) For a charter school that was granted approval of its charter before July 1, 2002, but did not provide educational services to pupils before July 1, 2002, this section only applies upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003.

(3) Notwithstanding other implementation timelines in this section, by June 30, 2005, or upon the expiration of a charter that is in existence on January 1, 2003, whichever is later, all charter schools shall be required to comply with this section for schoolsites at which educational services are provided to pupils before or after July 1, 2002, regardless of whether the charter school initially received approval of its charter school petition before July 1, 2002. To achieve compliance with this section, a charter school shall be required to receive approval of a charter petition in accordance with this section and Section 47605.]

Outcome Rationale: Mission View Public Charter School (Mission View) has been authorized by William S. Hart Union High School District since 2007.  Mission View is a non-classroom based/independent study charter school program offering personalized learning education programs.    

Mission View is specifically designated as an Alternative School Accountability Model (ASAM) serving high-risk pupils and drop-outs.  The State recognizes that our school’s population has an extremely high turnover rate and can serve an entirely new group of students every 12 months.

Mission View primarily serves 9th-12th grade students who are considered “highly at-risk”. The term highly at-risk encompasses students who are pregnant, significantly credit deficient, have medical problems that prevent regular attendance in a comprehensive program, and are on probation for criminal offenses.  At-risk youth typically come from single-parent homes, have a low socioeconomic status, and experience a high degree of transiency in their living situations. Despite these barriers to achievement, Mission View continues to help these students succeed and graduate from high school.

Mission View serves approximately 1,900 students annually with 87% of the population eligible  for free and reduced-price meals (Socioeconomically Disadvantaged).  The population includes 54% English Learner population and 19% SPED students.  Many of Mission View’s students have previously dropped out of high school and enroll at Mission View with an average of 80 credits deficient.  

Mission View has an English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) composed of parents, students, and teachers formed to address the needs of EL students. The ELAC committee has provided professional development on teaching EL students in an independent study setting, created an EL study hall, implemented EL instructional rubrics, and helped guide the allocation of educational resources towards English Learners. 

Mission View students with special needs are served in accordance with their Individualized Education Programs (“IEPs,”) including but not limited to special education and related services provided by a Specialized Academic Instructor, who provides one-on-one instruction, along with accommodations and modifications. Mission View is part of the El Dorado County Charter SELPA.

Mission View’s students receive academic instruction from highly qualified (HQ) teachers in the core content areas of ELA, science, math and social studies. HQ teachers will also be provided to students in the areas of foreign language, art, and in Career Tech Education (CTE) courses. 

At Mission View each course is designed for the students and reviewed with the student by a supervising teacher in both the one-on-one and small group settings. Mission View’s approach to Personalized Learning includes ample student support through individual tutorials, small group pull-out sessions, small group tutorials, career technical education pathways and courses, labs, online classes and technology based learning opportunities and tutorials.  

Mission View also provides instruction to meet the educational needs of federally funded learn-and-work or learn-and-earn programs, including but not limited to the federal Workforce Investment Act pursuant to Education Code Section 47605.1(g).  Mission View’s year-round program emphasizes attainment of basic skill competencies, enhancing opportunities for academic and occupational training, and providing exposure to the job market and employment. Activities may include instruction leading to completion of secondary school, tutoring, internships, job shadowing, work experience, adult mentoring and comprehensive guidance and counseling. The program emphasizes services for out-of-school youth.

The William S. Hart Union High School District has provided supervisorial oversight and performance monitoring services for the Charter School, including monitoring school and student performance data, reviewing the school’s audit reports, performing annual visits to the school facilities and resource centers, and considering charter amendment and renewal requests. The William S. Hart Union High School District affirms that at all times the Charter School has operated its resouce centers consistent with the advice and written guidance issued by the California Department of Education since 2002 (see Attachment A).

On October 16, 2016, the 3rd District Court of Appeal ruled in AUHSD v. Shasta Secondary Home School that under Education Code section 47605(a), independent study charter schools may not have resource centers outside of the boundaries of the school district in which the charter school is authorized, but within the same county. 

Currently, Mission View has multiple resource centers located within Los Angeles County that may be affected by the ruling.This waiver is necessary to protect the continued operation of Mission View’s existing resource centers where special education services, English Language Development, and intervention services are provided.  Each resource center location, student demographics and specific needs are identified in “Attachment B”.

The ruling impacts approximately 1,900 students annually with 87% of the population Socioeconomically Disadvantaged, 54% English Learners and 19% SPED students.  Also impacted are the 115 Mission View employees.    

Mission View provides support including, but not limited to, Certificated Teachers, Special Education Teachers, Counselors, School Pyschologists, Tutors, Student Relation Technicians, Student Relations Mangers, Registrars, Student Retention Support Specialists, Principals, Assistant Principals, Learning Center Coordinators, Community Liaisons, English Learner and Special Education Clerks, Administrative Assistant, Instructional Specialist Career Techincal Education and an Instructional Specialist Online.  

As a non-classroom based charter school, Mission View is not eligible for Proposition 39 funding so each initial build out and start up is directly funded by the charter school.  In addition, each resource center lease agreement does not have a termination “out clause” allowing the schools to release them of their long term financial liability.  Furthermore, despite Mission View’s high free and reduced lunch ratio, it is not eligible for rental reimbursement under SB 740 as a nonclassroom based charter school.

Mission View created these resource centers in alignment with the direction provided by the California Department of Education as provided in the letter dated November 14, 2002 from Janet Sterling, Director, School Fiscal Services Division, updating Charter School Administrators, County and District Superintendents and Chief Business Officials on recent charter legislation, including AB 1994 (see Attachment A).   

The impact of the court’s ruling in Shasta may result in the closing of these resource centers impacting 1,900 highly at-risk students who are now engaged in school and on a path towards graduation, employment of 115 school employees and the inability to meet the millions of dollars in long-term leases and other financial obligations.  The result may cause Mission View to become insolvent and force it to file for bankruptcy.  In addition to the impact on students being displaced, staff’s loss of employment and school closure costs, local communities and the state of California will be affected by the loss of the societal benefit of each high school dropout recovered through Mission View’s educational program.  On average each high school dropout costs the state of California $209,200. 1  The dropout recovery of Mission View’s educational program has a potential savings of $397,480,000 for the state California.  For many of these students Mission View’s program is their last hope of obtaining a high school diploma.

1Source: Levin, et al. 

This waiver is necessary to protect the continued operation of Mission View’s existing resource centers that provide the services and resources required under Education Code Section 51746, intervention support for all students, direct instruction opportunities for all students, and also provides a location for Federally mandated special education services to allow the provision of a free appropriate public education (“FAPE”) to students who qualify under the Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (“IDEA”), UCOP approved A-G coursework including hands on science labs with equipment and manipulatives and state mandated testing as required of charter schools pursuant to Education Code Section 47605(c).  
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E-mail: Mkuhlman@hartdistrict.org 

Telephone: 661-259-0033 x203

Fax: 

Bargaining Unit Date: 05/17/2017

Name: Hart District Teachers Association

Representative: Jayme Allsman

Title: President

Position: Neutral

Comments: 

Authorizer:
William S. Hart Union School District

Charter School:
Mission View Public Charter School (a designated ASAM school)

Total Resources Centers Impacted:
Four

1.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, submit the address of each center, school district in which each center is located, date each resource center was established, and the number of students attending each center.
Resource center
	Address
	12510 Van Nuys Blvd., Pacoima, CA 91331

	School District(s) of location
	Los Angeles Unified School District

	Established date
	November 2010

	Total staff impacted
	17

	Total annual students served
impacted (est.)
	340

	Average student age
	18.1 years old

	Average credit deficient (at time of enrollment)
	83 credits (More than one full school year behind)


Student demographics
	Category
	Resource Center %
	School District of Location %

	Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged
	86%
	81%

	EL/RFEP
	73%
	51%

	SPED
	22%
	13%


The resource center is an ASAM program that primarily serves 9-12 grade students who are high-risk and drop-outs. The center serves a high percentage of socioeconomically disadvantaged, EL/RFEP and SPED population when compared to the local school district demographics with the average student age of 18.1 years old. A typical student is approximately 83 credits deficient upon enrollment at the resource center. For many dropouts and potential dropouts, this program is their only opportunity to change

their direction and continue their education.
2.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, discussion of the need for the waiver.
The resource center offers a non-classroom based Personalized Learning program that is tailored to the needs and interest of each student through an emphasis in 1:1 student-teacher interaction.  Some students have difficulty functioning in a traditional educational setting. They feel overwhelmed by a sense of isolation from the community around them which hinders their academic and social

progress. Consequently, they do not do well academically or behaviorally and they frequently act out
their frustrations in ways that disrupt the educational process in the classroom and on campus.  They become known as problem students. This cycle often leads to deficient self-esteem which in turn can lead to pregnancy, early parenthood, substance abuse, or commission of criminal offenses. These

students drop out of school prior to graduation because they feel unsupported and disconnected to the regular school setting. To overcome these obstacles, the resource center offers flexible, individualized instruction in conjunction with a curriculum specifically designed to better meet the needs of the individual student’s learning level. The resource center consists of a highly qualified staff who understand the needs of the centers population and offer programs designed to meet the needs of the students in the surrounding areas.   Outlined below are the resource center staff positions and specialized programs offered to meet their student’s needs.

Resource Center Instructional Support Staff
Full-Time
 
Certificated Teachers

 
Special Education Teachers

 
Counselors

 
Tutors

 
Student Relation Technicians

 
Special Education Paraprofessionals

Part-Time
 
School Psychologist

 
Student Relations Mangers

 
Registrars

 
Student Retention Support Specialist

 
Principal

 
Assistant Principal

 
Learning Center Coordinator

 
Community Liaison

 
English Learner and Special Education Clerks
 
Administrative Assistant

Resource Center Specific Programs
 
Youth Policy Institute/ WIOA partnership

 
Get Lit – Words Ignite

 
Special Ed services to students with 504 and IEPs

 
EL Instruction and custom curriculum

 
Speech and Language services

 
Free counseling

 
Mental health services

 
Free eye glasses

 
Daily Snacks/Food

 
Computer and internet access

 
Job placement assistance

 
Free tutoring

 
Reading program

 
Professional Skills

 
Sports – Soccer

 
Academic Exploration and NWEA MAP assessments

 
Edge Program to help students improve English skills

 
ELD or Edge curriculum provided based on CEDLT level and courses

 
Read 180 program

 
Edmentum Plato Courses

 
Student Leadership
Our over age and under credited students have few options to achieve high school graduation, and disrupting their personal commitment to re-engage in school and earn a high school diploma would be a disservice to this most needy and underserved population. Stability is essential in supporting their successful trajectory towards graduation and into work or college.

For every student recovered and graduated, society benefits in increased tax contributions, decreased public health expenditures, reduced criminal activity and reduced dependency on Welfare.

In addition to the impact on students being displaced, the staff’s loss of employment will result in a $1.1 million annual loss of income affecting the local community. The resource center also has long term financial obligations of $600,000 which may impact the charter school’s overall ability to remain financially solvent.  The long term financial obligations and community impact related to the resource center is approximately $1.7 million.

Due to the mid-year timing of the 3rd Districts decision, the waiver is necessary to allow the charter school the appropriate amount of time to transition the resource center to comply with the decision in order to avoid disruption to the educational program for our high-risk student population, loss of economic growth to our local communities as a result of our graduation of a predominantly drop-out population, and loss of jobs of our resource center staff and financial hardship to the charter school.

The flexibility of the waiver is critical to our students, staff and local community and sincerely appreciated.

1.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, submit the address of each center, school district in which each center is located, date each resource center was established, and the number of students attending each center.
Resource center
	Address
	14355 Roscoe Blvd, Panorama City, CA 91402

	School District(s) of location
	Los Angeles Unified School District

	Established date
	March 2014

	Total staff impacted
	42

	Total annual students served
impacted (est.)
	750

	Average student age
	17.9 years old

	Average credit deficient (at time of enrollment)
	79 credits (More than one full school year behind)


Student demographics
	Category
	Resource Center %
	School District of Location %

	Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged
	88%
	81%

	EL/RFEP
	72%
	51%

	SPED
	20%
	13%


The resource center is an ASAM program that primarily serves 9-12 grade students who are high-risk and drop-outs. The center serves a high percentage of socioeconomically disadvantaged, EL/RFEP and SPED population when compared to the local school district demographics with the average student age of 17.9 years old. A typical student is approximately 79 credits deficient upon enrollment at the resource center. For many dropouts and potential dropouts, this program is their only opportunity to change

their direction and continue their education.

2.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, discussion of the need for the waiver.
The resource center offers a non-classroom based Personalized Learning program that is tailored to the needs and interest of each student through an emphasis in 1:1 student-teacher interaction. Some students have difficulty functioning in a traditional educational setting.  They feel overwhelmed by a sense of isolation from the community around them which hinders their academic and social

progress. Consequently, they do not do well academically or behaviorally and they frequently act out their frustrations in ways that disrupt the educational process in the classroom and on campus.  They become known as problem students. This cycle often leads to deficient self-esteem which in turn can lead to pregnancy, early parenthood, substance abuse, or commission of criminal offenses.  These students drop out of school prior to graduation because they feel unsupported and disconnected to the regular school setting. To overcome these obstacles, the resource center offers flexible, individualized instruction in conjunction with a curriculum specifically designed to better meet the needs of the individual student’s learning level. The resource center consists of a highly qualified staff who understand the needs of the centers population and offer programs designed to meet the needs of the students in the surrounding areas.
Outlined below are the resource center staff positions and specialized programs offered to meet their student’s needs.

Resource Center Instructional Support Staff
Full-Time
 
Certificated Teachers
 
Special Education Teachers

 
Counselors

 
Tutors

 
Student Relation Technicians

 
Student Retention Support Specialist

 
Special Education Paraprofessionals

Part-Time
 
School Psychologist

 
Student Relations Mangers

 
Registrars

 
Principal

 
Assistant Principal

 
Learning Center Coordinator

 
Community Liaison

 
English Learner and Special Education Clerks

 
Administrative Assistant

Resource Center Specific Programs
 
Youth Policy Institute/ WIOA partnership

 
Cisco Lab Career Technical Education
 
Get Lit – Words Ignite

 
Special Ed services to students with 504 and IEPs

 
EL Instruction and custom curriculum

 
Speech and Language services

 
Free counseling

 
Mental health services

 
Free eye glasses

 
Daily Snacks/Food

 
Computer and internet access

 
Job placement assistance

 
Free tutoring

 
Reading program

 
Professional Skills

 
Sports – Soccer

 
Academic Exploration and NWEA MAP assessments

 
Edge Program to help students improve English skills

 
ELD or Edge curriculum provided based on CEDLT level and courses

 
Read 180 program

 
Edmentum Plato Courses

 
Student Leadership

 
Drama Club

Our over age and under credited students have few options to achieve high school graduation, and disrupting their personal commitment to re-engage in school and earn a high school diploma would be a disservice to this most needy and underserved population. Stability is essential in supporting their successful trajectory towards graduation and into work or college.

For every student recovered and graduated, society benefits in increased tax contributions, decreased public health expenditures, reduced criminal activity and reduced dependency on Welfare.

In addition to the impact on students being displaced, the staff’s loss of employment will result in a $2.8 million annual loss of income affecting the local community. The resource center also has long term financial obligations of $600,000 which may impact the charter school’s overall ability to remain financially solvent.  The long term financial obligations and community impact related to the resource center is approximately $3.4 million.

Due to the mid-year timing of the 3rd Districts decision, the waiver is necessary to allow the charter school the appropriate amount of time to transition the resource center to comply with the decision in order to avoid disruption to the educational program for our high-risk student population, loss of economic growth to our local communities as a result of our graduation of a predominantly drop-out population, and loss of jobs of our resource center staff and financial hardship to the charter school.

The flexibility of the waiver is critical to our students, staff and local community and sincerely appreciated.

1.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, submit the address of each center, school district in which each center is located, date each resource center was established, and the number of students attending each center.
Resource center
	Address
	411 S. Brand Avenue, San Fernando, CA 91340

	School District(s) of location
	Los Angeles Unified School District

	Established date
	May 2015

	Total staff impacted
	15

	Total annual students served
impacted (est.)
	175

	Average student age
	17.8 years old

	Average credit deficient (at time of enrollment)
	78 credits (More than one full school year behind)


Student demographics
	Category
	Resource Center %
	School District of Location %

	Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged
	82%
	81%

	EL/RFEP
	64%
	51%

	SPED
	19%
	13%


The resource center is an ASAM program that primarily serves 9-12 grade students who are high-risk and drop-outs. The center serves a high percentage of socioeconomically disadvantaged, EL/RFEP and SPED population when compared to the local school district demographics with the average student age of 17.8 years old. A typical student is approximately 78 credits deficient upon enrollment at the resource center. For many dropouts and potential dropouts, this program is their only opportunity to change

their direction and continue their education.

2.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, discussion of the need for the waiver.
The resource center offers a non-classroom based Personalized Learning program that is tailored to the needs and interest of each student through an emphasis in 1:1 student-teacher interaction. Some students have difficulty functioning in a traditional educational setting.  They feel overwhelmed by a sense of isolation from the community around them which hinders their academic and social

progress. Consequently, they do not do well academically or behaviorally and they frequently act out their frustrations in ways that disrupt the educational process in the classroom and on campus.  They become known as problem students. This cycle often leads to deficient self-esteem which in turn can lead to pregnancy, early parenthood, substance abuse, or commission of criminal offenses.  These students drop out of school prior to graduation because they feel unsupported and disconnected to the regular school setting. To overcome these obstacles, the resource center offers flexible, individualized instruction in conjunction with a curriculum specifically designed to better meet the needs of the individual student’s learning level. The resource center consists of a highly qualified staff who understand the needs of the centers population and offer programs designed to meet the needs of the students in the surrounding areas.
Outlined below are the resource center staff positions and specialized programs offered to meet their student’s needs.

Resource Center Instructional Support Staff
Full-Time
 
Certificated Teachers
 
Special Education Teachers

 
Counselors

 
Tutors

 
Student Relation Technicians

 
Special Education Paraprofessionals

Part-Time
 
School Psychologist
 
Student Relations Mangers

 
Registrars

 
Student Retention Support Specialist

 
Principal

 
Assistant Principal

 
Learning Center Coordinator

 
Community Liaison

 
English Learner and Special Education Clerks

 
Administrative Assistant

Resource Center Specific Programs
 
Youth Policy Institute/ WIOA partnership

 
Get Lit – Words Ignite
 
Special Ed services to students with 504 and IEPs

 
EL Instruction and custom curriculum

 
Speech and Language services

 
Free counseling

 
Mental health services

 
Free eye glasses

 
Daily Snacks/Food

 
Computer and internet access

 
Job placement assistance

 
Free tutoring

 
Reading program

 
Professional Skills

 
Sports – Soccer

 
Academic Exploration and NWEA MAP assessments

 
Edge Program to help students improve English skills

 
ELD or Edge curriculum provided based on CEDLT level and courses

 
Read 180 program

 
Edmentum Plato Courses

 
Student Leadership

Our over age and under credited students have few options to achieve high school graduation, and disrupting their personal commitment to re-engage in school and earn a high school diploma would be a disservice to this most needy and underserved population. Stability is essential in supporting their successful trajectory towards graduation and into work or college.

For every student recovered and graduated, society benefits in increased tax contributions, decreased public health expenditures, reduced criminal activity and reduced dependency on Welfare.

In addition to the impact on students being displaced, the staff’s loss of employment will result in a $1.0 million annual loss of income affecting the local community. The resource center also has long term financial obligations of $1.04 million which may impact the charter school’s overall ability to remain financially solvent.  The long term financial obligations and community impact related to the resource center is approximately $2.04 million.

Due to the mid-year timing of the 3rd Districts decision, the waiver is necessary to allow the charter school the appropriate amount of time to transition the resource center to comply with the decision in order to avoid disruption to the educational program for our high-risk student population, loss of economic growth to our local communities as a result of our graduation of a predominantly drop-out population, and loss of jobs of our resource center staff and financial hardship to the charter school.

The flexibility of the waiver is critical to our students, staff and local community and sincerely appreciated.

1.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, submit the address of each center, school district in which each center is located, date each resource center was established, and the number of students attending each center.
Resource center
	Address
	11844 Glenoaks Blvd., San Fernando, CA 91340

	School District(s) of location
	Los Angeles Unified School District

	Established date
	January 2014

	Total staff impacted
	10

	Total annual students served
impacted (est.)
	200

	Average student age
	19.8 years old

	Average credit deficient (at time of enrollment)
	87 credits (More than one full school year behind)


Student demographics
	Category
	Resource Center %
	School District of Location %

	Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged
	84%
	81%

	EL/RFEP
	68%
	51%

	SPED
	14%
	13%


The resource center is an ASAM program that primarily serves 9-12 grade students who are high-risk and drop-outs. The center serves a high percentage of socioeconomically disadvantaged, EL/RFEP and SPED population when compared to the local school district demographics with the average student age of 19.8 years old. A typical student is approximately 87 credits deficient upon enrollment at the resource center. For many dropouts and potential dropouts, this program is their only opportunity to change

their direction and continue their education.

2.   For each resource center subject to the waiver request, discussion of the need for the waiver.
The resource center offers a non-classroom based Personalized Learning program that is tailored to the needs and interest of each student through an emphasis in 1:1 student-teacher interaction. Some students have difficulty functioning in a traditional educational setting.  They feel overwhelmed by a sense of isolation from the community around them which hinders their academic and social

progress. Consequently, they do not do well academically or behaviorally and they frequently act out their frustrations in ways that disrupt the educational process in the classroom and on campus.  They become known as problem students. This cycle often leads to deficient self-esteem which in turn can lead to pregnancy, early parenthood, substance abuse, or commission of criminal offenses.  These students drop out of school prior to graduation because they feel unsupported and disconnected to the regular school setting. To overcome these obstacles, the resource center offers flexible, individualized instruction in conjunction with a curriculum specifically designed to better meet the needs of the individual student’s learning level. The resource center consists of a highly qualified staff who understand the needs of the centers population and offer programs designed to meet the needs of the students in the surrounding areas.
Outlined below are the resource center staff positions and specialized programs offered to meet their student’s needs.

Resource Center Instructional Support Staff
Full-Time
 
Certificated Teachers
 
Special Education Teachers

 
Tutors

 
Student Relation Technicians

 
Special Education Paraprofessionals

Part-Time
 
Counselors

 
School Psychologist
 
Student Relations Mangers

 
Registrars

 
Student Retention Support Specialist

 
Principal

 
Assistant Principal

 
Learning Center Coordinator

 
Community Liaison

 
English Learner and Special Education Clerks

 
Administrative Assistant

Resource Center Specific Programs
 
Youth Policy Institute/ WIOA partnership

 
Get Lit – Words Ignite
 
Special Ed services to students with 504 and IEPs

 
EL Instruction and custom curriculum

 
Speech and Language services

 
Free counseling

 
Mental health services

 
Free eye glasses

 
Daily Snacks/Food

 
Computer and internet access

 
Job placement assistance

 
Free tutoring

 
Reading program

 
Professional Skills

 
Sports – Soccer

 
Academic Exploration and NWEA MAP assessments

 
Edge Program to help students improve English skills

 
ELD or Edge curriculum provided based on CEDLT level and courses

 
Read 180 program

 
Edmentum Plato Courses

 
Student Leadership

Our over age and under credited students have few options to achieve high school graduation, and disrupting their personal commitment to re-engage in school and earn a high school diploma would be a disservice to this most needy and underserved population. Stability is essential in supporting their successful trajectory towards graduation and into work or college.

For every student recovered and graduated, society benefits in increased tax contributions, decreased public health expenditures, reduced criminal activity and reduced dependency on Welfare.

In addition to the impact on students being displaced, the staff’s loss of employment will result in a

$730,000 annual loss of income affecting the local community. The resource center also has long term financial obligations of $200,000 which may impact the charter school’s overall ability to remain financially solvent.  The long term financial obligations and community impact related to the resource center is approximately $930,000.

Due to the mid-year timing of the 3rd Districts decision, the waiver is necessary to allow the charter school the appropriate amount of time to transition the resource center to comply with the decision in order to avoid disruption to the educational program for our high-risk student population, loss of economic growth to our local communities as a result of our graduation of a predominantly drop-out population, and loss of jobs of our resource center staff and financial hardship to the charter school.

The flexibility of the waiver is critical to our students, staff and local community and sincerely appreciated.
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