dsib-adad-mar17item02
Page 3 of 3

	California Department of Education

Executive Office

SBE-003 (REV. 09/2011)

dsib-adad-mar17item02
	ITEM #06 

	[image: image7.png]





             
	CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MARCH 2017 AGENDA

	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Authority to Begin Negotiations with Education Testing Services to Amend the Existing Scope of Work for the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Contract. 
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SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

Pursuant to California Education Code (EC) Section 60643(b), the California Department of Education (CDE) shall develop and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) and the State Board of Education (SBE) shall approve California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) contracts. In approving an amendment to a CAASPP contract, the CDE, in consultation with the SBE, may make material amendments to the contract that do not increase the contract cost. Contract amendments that increase contract costs may only be made with the approval of the CDE, the SBE, and the Department of Finance (DOF).
The CDE, in consultation with the SBE, is drafting an amendment to the current scope of work (SOW) for the CAASPP test administration contract with Educational Testing Service (ETS). The amendment will reflect material technical changes to the existing tasks in the SOW as well as any revisions to tasks necessary to implement the SBE-approved test design plans for the three successor assessments under development in the current contract. 
Contingent on the SBE’s approval of the CDE’s recommendation of this item and the proposed funding that is currently available in the Governor’s Budget proposal, the CDE, the SBE, and the DOF will begin negotiations on changes which require an increase in costs. These negotiations may include the continuation of the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for one year, a transition year for paper-pencil Smarter Balanced tests, enhancements to reporting systems, and system enhancements to allow for implementation of Smarter Balanced embedded field test performance tasks. If the CDE’s recommendation is approved and there is funding provided to cover the costs of the changes, these negotiated amendments will be brought back to the SBE for approval. 
RECOMMENDATION
The CDE recommends that the SBE direct the CDE, in consultation with the SBE and approval of the DOF, to negotiate amendments to the contract that may increase contract costs that do not exceed the budget appropriation, to address the continuation of the STS for one year, a transition year for paper-pencil Smarter Balanced tests, enhancements to reporting systems, and system enhancements to allow for the implementation of Smarter Balanced embedded field test performance tasks. 
BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
In May 2015, the SBE designated ETS as the CAASPP contractor for the 2015–16, 2016–17, and 2017–18 test administrations. The 2016–17 test administration is the third full operational test administration for the CAASPP System. 

Pursuant to EC Section 60640, the CDE is continuing to work toward implementing the CAASPP System, including the development of three successor assessments to replace the current paper-pencil science, science alternate, and primary language assessments. These successor assessments are the California Science Test (CAST) aligned with the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS); the California Alternate Assessment (CAA) for Science based on the Core Content Connectors for CA NGSS; and the California Spanish Assessment (CSA) aligned with the Common Core State Standards in Español (the successor to the STS). 
The contract amendment negotiation process will include a full documentation of all task amendment details and annual enhancements, as well as any revisions to tasks necessary to implement the SBE-approved test design plans for the three successor assessments under development in the current contract. The negotiation process will work to address other technical changes by clarifying existing contract language and ensure adherence to Smarter Balanced contract specifications such as the delivery of paper-pencil versions of Smarter Balanced tests. The negotiations may also consider the continuation of the STS for one year, a transition year for paper-pencil Smarter Balanced tests, enhancements to reporting systems, and system enhancements to allow for the implementation of Smarter Balanced embedded field test performance tasks. The current contract does not support the STS or paper-pencil Smarter Balanced tests past 2016-17.  All nine tasks of the SOW will be reviewed and amended; however, no new tasks will be added. 
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION
In September 2016, the SBE approved the Proposed High-Level Test Design for the California Spanish Assessment (CSA) and revised implementation timeline, thus allowing the test development activities included in the CAASPP System administration contract to continue (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/sep16item04.doc). 

In July 2016, the SBE approved the conceptual design for the CAA for Science. The approval of this design allowed the CDE to begin the work on the development of the pilot plan and the materials for the spring 2017 pilot test administration (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/jul16item01.doc). 

In March 2016, the SBE approved the CAST general assessment design. The CAST is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) for California Public Schools, Kindergarten through Grade Twelve as required by California EC Section 60605.85 and which was adopted by the SBE in September 2013 (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/mar16item02.doc).
In May 2015, the SBE approved the CAASPP contract negotiated with ETS, the CDE, the SBE, and the DOF (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/may15item01.doc).

In March 2015, the SBE adopted the SSPI recommendation to designate ETS as the CAASPP contractor and requested a draft contract be provided at the May 2015 SBE meeting (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr15/documents/mar15item04.doc). 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)
The proposed 2017–18 Budget Act provides a total of $87.7 million in funding for multiple CAASPP System contract costs. There is currently $86 million in contract obligations for the CAASPP System contracts which includes $76 million in funding for the currently approved ETS CAASPP 2017–18 contract activities and approximately $1.5 million in available funds to negotiate amendments to the ETS CAASPP Contract. CAASPP contract amendments that increase contract costs may only be made with the approval of the CDE, the SBE, and the DOF. Funding for 2018–19 and beyond will be contingent upon an annual appropriation being made available from the Legislature in future fiscal years.
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