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	SUBJECT

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities, including, but not limited to, Enhancements to the Online Reporting System. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Action

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Information

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Public Hearing


SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

This item provides a summary of the main events and developments related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System, including, but not limited to, the public release of assessment results.

RECOMMENDATION

This item is for information only. No specific action is recommended at this time. 

BRIEF HISTORY OF KEY ISSUES
Current Updates

· The public release of Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments third operational administration will occur in September 2017. 
· An enhanced Interim Assessment Reporting System will be launched in September 2017. The new site was built on extensive feedback from educators. 
Update on 2016–17 Administration of CAASPP

The California Department of Education (CDE) public release of the third operational administration of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments will take place in September 2017. Once released, the corresponding data tables can be found on the CDE News Releases Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr17/. The CDE CAASPP Results Web site allows users to view results from all three years of the Smarter Balanced test administrations by choosing the “Change Over Time” tab. The CDE CAASPP Results Web site can be found at http://caaspp.cde.ca.gov/. 
In an ongoing effort to improve support to local educational agencies (LEAs), Educational Testing Service (ETS) administered an online survey and conducted focus groups to gather feedback about LEA experiences in the third operational administration of the online assessments that took place January 9 through July 17, 2017. The CDE will provide the findings from both modes of outreach, along with recommendations for improvement, in an SBE December Information Memorandum.

Upcoming Training Opportunities for California Educators

Announcing the 2017–18 CAASPP Institute

The CDE, in a partnership with the Sacramento County Office of Education, is conducting a CAASPP Institute for LEA teams to learn strategies for using the CAASPP System to improve teaching and learning. The two-day training will be offered at 11 locations throughout the state and will include a combination of large-group and topic-driven breakout sessions as well as provide opportunities for collaboration and guided planning. In addition, two train-the-trainer versions of the Institute will be offered to county office of education (COE) staff members to support further trainings locally. Registration for the CAASPP Institute will open in August 2017. Below is a listing of the CAASPP Institute dates and locations.

	Date
	Location

	December 11–12, 2017
	Sacramento (train-the trainer for COE staff)

	December 14–15, 2017
	Riverside (train-the trainer for COE staff)

	January 11–12, 2018
	Sacramento

	January 18–19, 2018
	Anaheim

	January 23–24, 2018
	San Diego

	January 30–31, 2018
	Pasadena/Burbank (TBD)

	February 1–2, 2018
	Riverside

	February 6–7, 2018
	Redding

	February 8–9, 2018
	Bay Area (TBD)

	February 13–14, 2018
	Fresno

	February 15–16, 2018
	Bakersfield


New Interim Assessment Reporting System 

New Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Reporting System 

In September 2017, Smarter Balanced released a new Interim Assessment Reporting System for the 2017–18 school year. Development of the new system began in 2016, with key features being a direct response to requests from educators in member states. The CDE’s Assessment Development and Administration Division worked closely with staff members from several LEAs and Smarter Balanced to provide input and review system features, to ensure the system meets the needs of California educators. The new system allows educators to:

· View student responses to test items 

· View interim assessment items

· View the Common Core State Standards to which the item is linked

· Identify student groups for educators

· Compare test-item results within a student group

· Compare test results by student group

· Compare test results by grade

· Access related links to Digital Library resources
Later this school year, additional features to the reporting system are anticipated, including links to specific Digital Library resources based on student performance on interim assessments, achievement-level reports for comparing Interim Comprehensive Assessment performance between student groups, and longitudinal interim aggregate data reports.

California Alternate Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, and Science

New Student Score Report
As mentioned in the August 2017 Information Memorandum (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemoaug2017.asp), the templates for the optional letter to accompany the California Alternate Assessment (CAA) Student Score Report in English and Spanish are now available on the CDE Parent and Guardian Score Report Letter Templates Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppprtscrrptltr.asp. A five-minute video, titled “Understanding the CAA Student Score Report,” provides information on how to read the new 2017 CAA Student Score Report. This video is located on the CDE CAASPP Student Score Report Information Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppssrinfo.asp.  
Update on the Development of the California Science Test

Update on the Science Waiver Request
The CDE and the State Board of Education (SBE) requested a one-year waiver to not double test or report individual scores for the 2016–17 school year pilot. On August 16, 2017, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) provided a written approval of the waiver, which is attached.
Technology Update
The CDE continues to assist the K-12 High Speed Network with the implementation of the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant programs, which are designed to assist schools in improving their connection to the Internet to administer computer-based assessments. As of August 2017, 273 out of 319 sites from the first and second round of funding had their projects completed, with data passing through their circuits. Currently, 46 sites have work in progress. A “second wave” of 110 under-connected sites were approved at the beginning of June. As of August 2017, 52 sites have agreed to move forward with signed Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs). There are two sites awaiting district board approval and 56 schools have declined the grant.
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION DISCUSSION AND ACTION

In August 2017, the CDE provided the SBE an Information Memorandum on the CAASPP activities (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemoaug2017.asp).
In July 2017, the SBE approved the CDE, the SBE, and the Department of Finance (DOF) to begin the process of approving a renewal of the ETS Administration Contract for an additional two years (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr17/documents/jul17item04.doc).  

In June 2017, the CDE provided the SBE an Information Memorandum on the CAASPP activities (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-asb-adad-jun17item01.doc).

In May 2017, the SBE approved the proposed contract amendment with ETS for the CAASPP contract (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr17/documents/may17item02.doc). 

In April 2017, the CDE provided the SBE an Information Memorandum regarding the MOU for Membership in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-adad-apr17item02.doc). 

In March 2017, the SBE directed the CDE, in consultation with SBE staff and with the approval of the DOF, to negotiate amendments to the contract with ETS that may increase contract costs to not exceed the budget appropriation (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr17/documents/mar17item06.doc). 

FISCAL ANALYSIS (AS APPROPRIATE)

The costs for reporting the CAASPP results to LEAs for the 2017–18 test administrations, including the development and distribution of the CAASPP Student Score Reports specific to each test administration, are included in the ETS CAASPP contract budget approved by the SBE, the CDE, and the DOF in May 2017.

The 2017–18 Budget Act includes $87,727,000 in funding for multiple CAASPP System contract costs. This funding is being utilized for:

· Contract activities provided by ETS ($77 million), as approved by the SBE, for test administration and development activities

· A contract with the Regents of the University of California ($9.55 million) that provides Smarter Balanced consortium-managed services, including access to the Smarter Balanced summative assessments, interim assessments, and Digital Library tools

· A contract with the Human Resources Research Organization ($603,222) for a multi-year independent evaluation of the CAASPP System, per requirements in California Education Code Section 60649

Funding for 2018–19 and beyond will be contingent upon an annual appropriation being made available from the Legislature in future fiscal years.

ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (3 Pages)
Attachment 2: August 16, 2017, letter from Jason Botel, Acting Assistant Secretary, ED, in response to the waiver request (2 Pages)

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with Educational Testing Service (ETS), has provided a variety of outreach activities to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System. Outreach efforts have included Webcasts, in-person test administration workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations for numerous LEAs throughout the state. The following tables list presentations during August 2017. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through listserv e-mail.

	In-Person Regional Trainings/Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	8/1/17
	University of California, Irvine
	CAASPP Summer Hand Scoring Workshop
	116
	One-day workshops conducted in July and August to train educators to score constructed-response items and performance tasks for English language arts/literacy and mathematics and to prepare students for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments.

	8/2/17
	University of California, Riverside 
	
	99
	

	8/4/17
	Marina Village Conference Center (San Diego)
	
	97
	

	8/7/17
	Sacramento
	Presentation to the American Indian Education Center Program Director’s Meeting
	30
	Provided a CAASPP update, including an overview of the 2016–17 Student Score Reports. 

	8/10/17 -8/11/17
	Washington, DC
	Designing Assessments for three-dimensional Standards: Navigating Current Challenges and Defining Next Steps
	40
	Two CDE and one State Board of Education (SBE) staff attended a science assessment meeting in Washington, D.C. The CDE representatives led a discussion about California’s approach to the Next Generation Science Standards-alignment, highlighting our unique considerations, challenges, and tradeoffs. The conference was sponsored by Achieve, participating states and external partners share technical and strategic support of Next Generation Science Standards assessment development through targeted working sessions designed to address specific challenges. 




	Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	8/1/17
	Web Meeting
	California Science Test (CAST) Web Conference 
	13
	Updated S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation members on the development of the CAST including the implementation timeline, highlighting the innovative test design, feedback from the 2017 pilot administration of the CAST, and preparation for the upcoming 2018 field administration of the CAST.


	Advisory Panel/Review Committee Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Number of Attendees
	Description

	8/7/17
	Virtual
	English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
	16
	· Present the ELPAC dimensionality study results based on the Summative Assessment field test data.
· Share the objectives and outcomes from the dimensionality study to TAG members. 

· Receive feedback from TAG members that will be recommended to CDE staff to possibly present to the SBE.  



	8/17/17
	WebEx
	CAASPP Assessment Stakeholders Meeting
	10
	· ELPAC dimensionality study and general performance level descriptors
· Every Student Succeeds Act science waiver

· Back-to-School Toolkit Web page and resources
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