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MAY 20, 2025 

Via Email and U.S. Mail 

Members of the Board of Education 
California State Board of Education 
1430 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Request for Waiver of Surplus Property Process 
Orange Unified School District 
Disposition of 2190 North Canal Street 

Dear  Members  of  the  Board  of  Education,  
 
 We,  the  Orange  County  Classical  Academy  (“OCCA”),  are  a  charter  school  operating  and  
serving  students  within  the  Orange  Unified  School  District  (“OUSD”).   
 
 OUSD  owns  a  property  located  at  2190  North  Canal  Street,  Orange,  CA  92865,  which  is  
the  former  site  of  OUSD’s  Peralta  Junior  High  School  (the  “Peralta  Property”).   In  early  2024,  
OCCA  and  OUSD  entered  into  an  In  Lieu  of  Proposition  39  Agreement  (the  “Agreement”),  in  
which  OUSD  licensed  the  Peralta  Property  to  OCCA  to  operate  its  middle  and  high  school  
programs.   However,  following  our  determination  that  the  timeline  to  develop  the  Peralta  site  as  
required  by  the  City  of  Orange  was  not  feasible  given  our  need  for  immediate  school  facilities  at  
that  time,  we  terminated  the  Agreement.  
 
 Subsequently,  OCCA  learned  that  OUSD  submitted  an  Education  Code  section  33050  
request  to  the  State  Board  of  Education  (“SBE”)  for  a  renewed  waiver  of  certain  surplus  property  
statutes  in  order  to  pursue  alternative  disposition  options  for  the  Peralta  Property  for  sale  or  lease,  
in  lieu  of  the  Public  Offering  and  Public  Bidding  procedures,  for  the  purpose  of  granting  OUSD  
more  flexibility  in  disposing  of  the  Peralta  Property.  
 
 We  wish  to  request  that  the  request  for  waiver  renewal  be  denied  because  OUSD  has  
withheld  vital  information  from  the  SBE  crucial  to  its  proper  disposition  of  the  waiver  request  as  
to  the  Peralta  Property.   Namely,  OUSD  failed  to  accurately  inform  the  SBE  that  (1)  the  Peralta  
Property  is  actively  being  used  by  another  charter  school  to  educate  in-District  students  and  (2)  
OUSD  will  have  a  need  for  the  Peralta  Property  in  the  future  by  virtue  of  its  obligations  under  
Proposition  39  to  house  the  hundreds  of  OUSD  students  served  by  OCCA.  (Ed.  Code,  §  47614;  
Title  5,  Cal.  Code  Regs,  §  11969.1  et  seq.)   
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First, OUSD mistakenly claims in its waiver request that the Peralta Property “has not been 
used for educational purposes for an extended period of time.” To the contrary, the Peralta 
Property currently houses another charter school that has operated on this property for the past 
three years. Additionally, prior to the termination of the Agreement with OUSD, OCCA obtained 
a license to use the Peralta Property for educational purposes, showing that the property has been 
and can continue to be used for educational purposes. Accordingly, OUSD’s representation that 
the Peralta site has not been used for educational purposes for an extended period of time is simply 
not true. 

Second, OUSD claims that it would not need the Peralta Property in the future for school 
facilities. This is also incorrect. Rather, OUSD will have a need for the Peralta Property in order 
to meet its obligations to District students served by OCCA under Proposition 39. OCCA will be 
eligible to apply to OUSD for facilities under Proposition 39 for the 2027-28 school year, during 
which year OCCA projects it will have over 700 students from within the boundaries of OUSD 
either enrolled or on its waiting list in need of facilities. 

Requiring OUSD to go through the surplus property process would ensure that OUSD has 
to evaluate, in a public process, whether the Peralta Property “is not or will not be needed by the 
district for school classroom buildings at the time of delivery of title or possession.” As we note 
above, OCCA believes the District does need the site for school classroom buildings, to meet its 
obligations to OCCA and potentially other charter schools under Prop. 39. OUSD should not be 
able to side-step this critical public process, with the opportunity for community input. 

Moreover, we note that should OUSD be allowed to sell the Peralta property without 
having to go through the surplus property process, it may result in OUSD not having sufficient 
space to accommodate OCCA students in reasonably equivalent facilities, as required by Prop. 39, 
or having to significantly disrupt its remaining schools by having to co-locate OCCA on an 
operating District campus. Consequently, OCCA believes that OUSD will very much need the 
Peralta Property in order to fulfill its Proposition 39 obligations to OCCA. 

It is unclear why OUSD failed to disclose the actual ongoing use of the Peralta Property to 
the SBE, but the fact that the Peralta Property is actively in use to educate in-District students and 
will be needed in the near future to meet OUSD’s Proposition 39 obligations to OCCA certainly 
qualify as material information that should have been disclosed to the SBE, and which should be 
cause to deny OUSD’s waiver request for the Peralta Property 

Sincerely, 

Semi Park 
Headmaster and Executive Director 
Orange County Classical Academy 




