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California State Board of Education 
September 2025 Agenda
Item #W-17
Subject
[bookmark: _Hlk124316660]Correcting typographical errors in the previously approved request by two school districts to retroactively waive portions of California Education Code sections 15106 and 15270(a) to allow the district to exceed their bonded indebtedness limit. 
Waiver Numbers
· [bookmark: _Hlk125463300][bookmark: _Hlk38526450]Pittsburg Unified School District 8-1-2025
· Soledad Unified School District 13-1-2025
Type of Action
Action, Consent
Summary of the Issue(s)
This item is to correct the waiver that was originally approved by the State Board of Education (SBE) at the May 2025 SBE meeting as waiver item W-02. This item is necessary to correct the tax rate that was described in the item. Due to a typographical error, the previous waiver item approved by the SBE indicated a tax rate of $30 per $100,000, the rate set by Proposition 39 for elementary and high school districts, rather than the statutory rate of $60 per $100,000 applicable to unified school districts in Attachment 1 for both the Pittsburg Unified School District (USD) and Soledad USD. This would require a correction to the approvals for both districts. This correction does not change the analysis or the recommendation by the California Department of Education (CDE).  The original waiver request is laid out below with the corrections highlighted in revised Attachment 1.
Authority for Waiver
EC Section 33050
Recommendation
· Approval: Yes
· Approval with conditions: No
· Denial: No
The California Department of Education (CDE) recommends that SBE’s May 2025 conditional approval of W-02 be amended as follows to reflect the following corrections to the typographical errors in the attachment. (See revised Attachment 1)
Attachment(s)
· Attachment 1: Revised Summary Table (1 page).
· Attachment 2: Pittsburg Unified School District General Waiver Request 8-1-2025 (2 pages). (Approved by the SBE at the May 2025 meeting)
· Attachment 3: Soledad USD General Waiver Request 13-1-2025 (3 pages). (Approved by the SBE at the May 2025 meeting).

 
Attachment 1: Revised Summary Table 
	Waiver Number
	District
	Period of Request
	District’s Request
	CDE Recommended
	Bargaining Unit Representatives
	Local Board, Public Hearing, and Advisory Committee Approval

	8-1-2025
	Pittsburg Unified School District
	Requested:
May 8, 2025, to May 8, 2035
Recommended: May 8, 2025, to May 8, 2035
	Requested:
Debt Limit: 5.15%
Recommended:
Debt Limit: 5.15%
	Debt Limit: 5.15%
Limited to sale of bonds applicable to Measure P, approved by voters in November 2018, and Measure P, approved by voters in November 2024
<begin highlight> Tax Rate $60 per $100,000 (authorization approved under Proposition 39) <end highlight>
	Pittsburg Education Association
Celia Medina-Owens
President
1/6/2025
Support
California School Employees Association (CSEA) Sean Sturgis
President
1/6/2025
Support
	Local Board Approval Date: 1/8/2025
Public Hearing Date: 1/8/2025
Public Hearing Advertised: district website, postings at district school sites
Facilities Committee
1/7/2025
No Objections

	13-1-2025
	Soledad Unified School District
	Requested:
May 7, 2025, to December 31, 2040
Recommended: May 7, 2025, to December 31, 2040
	Requested:
Debt Limit: 4.13%
Recommended:
Debt Limit: 4.13%
	Debt Limit: 4.13%
Limited to sale of bonds applicable to Measure G, approved by voters in November 2018, Measure N, approved by voters in November 2020, and Measure E, approved by voters in November 2024
<begin highlight> Tax Rate $60 per $100,000 (authorization approved under Proposition 39) <end highlight>
	Soledad Teachers Association
Alicia Dominguez 
President
1/13/2025
Neutral
California School Employees Association (CSEA) Monica Santibanez
President
1/13/2025
Neutral
	Local Board Approval Date: 1/15/2025
Public Hearing Date: 1/15/2025
Public Hearing Advertised: district website, Facebook, posted at district office
Board Advisory Council on School Construction
1/22/2025
No Objections
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Attachment 2: Pittsburg Unified School District General Waiver Request 8-1-2025
California Department of Education
WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CD Code: 0761788
Waiver Number: 8-1-2025
Active Year: 2025
Date In: 1/17/2025 2:32:00 PM
Local Education Agency: Pittsburg Unified
Address: 2000 Railroad Ave.
Pittsburg, CA 94565
Start: 5/8/2025	
End: 5/8/2035
Waiver Renewal: No
Previous Waiver Number: 
Previous SBE Approval Date: 
Waiver Topic: School Construction Bonds
Ed Code Title: Bond Indebtedness Limit - Unified after 2000 
Ed Code Section: 15106 and15270(a)
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Education Code or CCR to Waive: EC 15106: bonds issued pursuant to Section 15270, shall not exceed [2.5 percent] of the taxable property of the school district or community college district, or the school facilities improvement district, if applicable, as shown by the last equalized assessment of the county or counties in which the district is located.
Outcome Rationale: In November 2024, District voters approved a new general obligation bond authorization - Measure P (2024) in the amount of $140,000,000.  The District anticipates issuing approximately $45,000,000 in 2025 from this bond authorization.  Measure P (2024) was authorized pursuant to Prop 39 and the expected maximum tax rate is $60.00 per $100,000 of assessed valuation. Proceeds will be used to repair, upgrade and expand local schools; fix leaky roofs; improve safety/ security/ accessibility for students with disabilities; update classrooms/labs for math, reading, writing, and science; and prevent student overcrowding.
In 2023, the District received a bonded indebtedness waiver for 5.15% limited to bond authorizations already approved by District voters. Now that the District has received additional voter approval via Measure P (2024), the District is requesting a waiver in the previously granted amount of 5.15% to also be applicable to the new Measure P bonds.  Continuing with a bonded indebtedness waiver of 5.15% would allow the District to access its bonding authority in a timely manner to complete projects approved by District voters.
Student Population: 10709
City Type: Small
Public Hearing Date: 1/8/2025
Public Hearing Advertised: Public notified through posted public locations throughout the District in addition to the District’s website.
Local Board Approval Date: 1/8/2025
Community Council Reviewed By: Facilities Subcommittee, 1/7/2025, Pittsburg Education Association & CA School Employees A on 1/6/25
Community Council Reviewed Date: 1/7/2025
Community Council Objection: No
Audit Penalty Yes or No: No
Categorical Program Monitoring: No
Submitted by: Mr. Hitesh Haria
Position: Associate Superintendent
E-mail: hharia@pittsburgusd.net 
Telephone: 925-473-2302
Bargaining Unit Date: 01/08/2025
Name: California School Employees Association
Representative: Sean Sturgis
Title: CSEA President
Phone: 925-473-2330
Position: Support
Bargaining Unit Date: 01/08/2025
Name: Pittsburg Education Association
Representative: Celia Medina-Owens
Title: PEA President
Phone: 
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Position: Support
Attachment 3: Soledad Unified School District General Waiver Request 13-1-2025
California Department of Education
WAIVER SUBMISSION - General
CDS Code: 2775440
Waiver Number: 13-1-2025
Active Year: 2025
Date In: 1/23/2025 4:16:24 PM
Local Education Agency: Soledad Unified
Address: 1261 Metz Rd.
Soledad, CA 93960
Start: 5/7/2025	
End: 12/31/2040
Waiver Renewal: No
Waiver Topic: School Construction Bonds
Ed Code Title: Bond Indebtedness Limit - Unified S.D. 
Ed Code Section: 15270
Ed Code Authority: 33050
Education Code or CCR to Waive: Education Code 15270 [(a) Notwithstanding Sections 15102 and 15268, any unified school district may issue bonds pursuant to this article that, in aggregation with bonds issued pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 15100), may not exceed 2.5 percent of the taxable property of the district as shown by the last equalized assessment of the county or counties in which the district is located.] The bonds may only be issued if the tax rate levied to meet the requirements of Section 18 of Article XVI of the California Constitution in the case of indebtedness incurred pursuant to this chapter at a single election, by a unified school district, would not exceed sixty dollars ($60) per year per one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) of taxable property when assessed valuation is projected by the district to increase in accordance with Article XIII?A of the California Constitution.
Outcome Rationale: On November 5, 2024 voters approved Measure E, a $42 million general obligation bond measure. The bond authorization was approved pursuant to the legal provisions enacted in connection with Prop. 39 and received more than the required 55% affirmative votes. This bond authorization will allow the District to improve student safety/school security, renovate, construct and equip existing classrooms/school facilities to enhance Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) labs and career readiness programs The District wishes to issue $42 million in Measure E bonds over the next four to six years.  The California Education Code provides that general obligation bonds may only be issued if said issuance does not cause a school district to exceed the applicable bonding capacity limitation, which for unified school districts, including the District, is 2.50% of the taxable property of the school district. In February 2021, the District was granted a bond debt limit waiver with a new maximum of 4.01% in order to issue its remaining Measure G (2018 Election) and Measure N (2020 Election) authorizations. The District requests a waiver of the statute that impose the 2.50% limit on bonding capacity (Ed. C 15270) to provide for an amended temporary bonded indebtedness limit of 4.13% of taxable property such that the District can issue all of its voter-approved bonds for important community-supported facilities projects.
Student Population: 4700
City Type: Urban
Public Hearing Date: 1/15/2025
Public Hearing Advertised: Posted notice of public hearing at District office and published on the District’s Facebook page, both 14 days prior to the meeting date.
Local Board Approval Date: 1/15/2025
Community Council Reviewed By: Board Advisory Council on School Construction (BACSC)
Community Council Reviewed Date: 1/22/2025
Community Council Objection: No
Audit Penalty Yes or No: No
Categorical Program Monitoring: No
Submitted by: Ms. Nicole Roberts
Position: Municipal Advisor
E-mail: nroberts@dalescott.com 
Telephone: 415-956-1030
Fax: 831-678-2866
Bargaining Unit Date: 01/13/2025
Name: California Schools Employees Association
Representative: Monica Santibanez
Title: President
Phone: 831-613-2136
Position: Neutral
Bargaining Unit Date: 01/13/2025	
Name: Soledad Teacher's Association
Representative: Alicia Dominguez
Title: President
Phone: 831-229-8580
Position: Neutral
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