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ITEM ADDENDUM
DATE:	November 12, 2026	
TO:	MEMBERS, State Board of Education
FROM:	BROOKS ALLEN, Executive Director, California State Board of Education
SUBJECT:	2027–2028 State Board of Education Student Member: Recommendation of Three Finalists for Submission to the Governor for Consideration and Appointment.
Summary of Key Issues
The State Board of Education (SBE) Screening Committee (consisting of Members Glover Woods [Chair], Escobedo, and Lewis), along with SBE Liaisons to the California Association of Student Councils Member McQuillen and Student Board Member Flores Lopez, recommend that the State Board of Education approve three 2027–28 student member finalists for submission to the Governor, as indicated in Attachment 1.
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: 	Recommended Finalists for the 2027–28 Student Member of the Board for the Governor’s Consideration and Appointment (2 Pages)
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Attachment 1
November 12, 2026
TO:	Members, State Board of Education
FROM:	Cynthia Glover Woods, Chair, and Members of Screening Committee of the State Board of Education
RE:	Recommended Finalists for the 2027–2028 Student Member of the Board for the Governor’s Consideration and Appointment
The State Board of Education (SBE) Screening Committee met on, to review the applications that were submitted for consideration of the 2027–2028 Student Member of the Board and selected 12 semifinalists. The semifinalists attended the 2026 Student Advisory Board on Education (SABE) conference beginning on November 10, where student delegates listened to presentations made by the semifinalists, and then voted to select six candidates.
On Wednesday, November 11, 2026, the SBE Screening Committee interviewed the six candidates, and identified three finalists for consideration by the Board. If approved, the names of these individuals will be submitted to the Governor’s Office for the Governor’s review and consideration. He will appoint one of them as the 2027–2028 Student Member of the Board.
We wish to thank all the students who made the effort to apply and would like to encourage them to continue offering their impressive abilities to local, regional, or other state activities.
[bookmark: _Hlk23413473]Students who are being recommended as finalists to the State Board of Education by the Screening Committee of the State Board of Education are provided in alphabetical order by last name below:
· Adit Bathla, Monte Vista High School, within the San Ramon Valley Unified School District, Contra Costa County
· Ethan Shapiro, University High School, within the Irvine Unified School District, Orange County
· Rishi Sikh, Westlake High School, within the Conejo Valley Unified School District, Ventura County
In addition to the finalists named above, the following students were identified as candidates for the 2027–2028 Student Member of the Board:
· Santhosh Arunkumar, Mission San Jose High School, within the Fremont Unified School District, Alameda County
· Diego Branneria, Piedmont High School, within the Piedmont City Unified School District, Alameda County
· Helen Li, Palo Alto High School, within the Palo Alto Unified School District, Santa Clara County
The following students were also identified as semifinalists for the 2027–2028 Student Member of the Board: 
· Adryanna Lynne Pabalate, Kairos Public Schools, within the Vacaville Unified School District, Solano County
· Alyson Lu, Mountain View High School, within the Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District, Santa Clara County
· Dylan Chandran, Monte Vista High School, within the San Ramon Valley Unified School District, Contra Costa County
· Katim Gossaye, Hawthorne Math and Science Academy, within the Hawthorne School District, Los Angeles County
· Matthew Osier, Sanger West High School, within the Sanger Unified School District, Fresno County
· Sasha Hahn, El Cerrito High School, within the West Contra Costa Unified School District, Contra Costa County
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