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Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS)

1. Automatically Alternative Based on School Type: Schools that have a school type identified in EC Section 52052(g) automatically qualify for an alternative status; therefore, these schools do not need to apply for DASS. These schools will not receive a Fall 2017 Dashboard, and will automatically be held accountable for meeting the standards that are currently in development for the alternative indicators planned for the Fall 2018 Dashboard release. The school types identified in EC Section 52052(g) are:

· Continuation (School Ownership Code [SOC]: 68)	
· County or District Community Day (SOC: 69)
· Opportunity (SOC: 13)
· County Community (SOC: 10)
· Juvenile Court (SOC: 14)
· California Education Authority, Division of Juvenile Justice (SOC: 11)
· Nonpublic, nonsectarian schools (SOC: 72,74,76, 78, and 80)
· County-Run Special Education Schools (SOC: 09)

2. Must Apply for Alternative Indicator Status: Schools that are alternative schools of choice or charter schools that serve high-risk students do not have a school type identified in EC Section 52052(g). These schools must apply and certify that they qualify for alternative status. If approved, these schools will not receive a Fall 2017 Dashboard, and will automatically be held accountable for meeting the standards that are currently in development for the alternative indicators planned for the Fall 2018 Dashboard release.
 
To qualify for DASS, schools must meet the SBE-approved criteria that at least 70 percent of their enrollment (upon first entry to the school) is comprised of high-risk students. The definition of high-risk student groups as approved by the SBE at their July 2017, meeting is:  

a. Expelled (EC Section 48925[b]), including situations in which enforcement of the expulsion order was suspended (EC Section 48917) 

b. Suspended (EC Section 48925[d]) more than 10 days in a school year

c. Wards of the Court (Welfare and Institution Code [WIC] Section 601 or 602) or dependents of the court (WIC Section 300 or 654)

d. Pregnant and/or Parenting

e. Recovered Dropouts, as defined in EC Section 52052.3(b), as students who: (1) are designated as dropouts pursuant to the exit and withdraw codes in the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS), or (2) left school and were not enrolled in a school for a period of 180 days

f. Habitually Truant (EC Section 48262) or Habitually Insubordinate and Disorderly whose attendance at the school is directed by a school attendance review board or probation officer (EC Section 48263)

g. Retained more than once in kindergarten through grade eight

h. Credit deficient (i.e., students who are one semester or more behind in the credits required to graduate on-time, per grade level, from the enrolling school’s credit requirements)

i. Gap in enrollment (i.e., students who have not been in any school during the 45 days prior to enrollment in the current school, where the 45 days does not include non-instructional days such as summer break, holiday break, off-track, and other days when a school is closed)

j. High level transiency (i.e., students who have been enrolled in more than two schools during the past academic year or have changed secondary schools more than two times since entering high school)

k. Foster Youth (EC Section 42238.01[b]) 

l. Homeless Youth 

m. Emotionally disturbed students (Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations Section 300.7[c][4]) 

3. Former Alternative School Accountability Model Schools

Schools approved through the former ASAM process between July 1, 2016, and 
June 30, 2017, are not required to complete the application process. A list of schools who were approved during the former ASAM process for this timeframe are posted on the CDE DASS Active Schools Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/activeschools.asp.


4. District-Operated Special Education Schools

The recent SBE-approved criteria also allows district-operated special education schools to be automatically included as an alternative school in the Dashboard if at least 70 percent of the students enrolled in grades three through eight and grade eleven participated in the California Alternate Assessments (CAA). These schools are not required to complete the application process and will be held accountable under the standards adopted by the SBE for alternative indicators in the Fall 2018 Dashboard release. Note: county-operated special education schools are included in EC 52052(g) and do not need to submit an application.

District-operated special education schools with less than 70 percent of students participating in the CAA must complete the DASS application process if they would like to be considered an alternative school in the new accountability system.
