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	MEMBERS, California Practitioners Advisory Group


	FROM:
	STAFF, California Department of Education


	SUBJECT:
	Feedback Regarding Remaining ESSA-Related Policy Decisions to Inform ESSA Consolidated State Plan Development


Summary of Key Issues

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was signed into law by President Barack Obama on December 10, 2015, and goes into effect in the 2017–18 school year. As part of California’s transition to the ESSA, California must develop and submit an ESSA Consolidated State Plan (State Plan) to the U.S. Department of Education (ED).

At its January, 2017 meeting, the State Board of Education (SBE) unanimously approved the following guiding principles as part of a framework to develop a working draft of California’s State Plan:
· Ensure that state priorities and direction lead the plan with opportunities in the ESSA leveraged to assist in accomplishing goals and objectives. 

· Create a single, coherent system that avoids the complexities of having separate state and federal accountability structures. 

· Refresh applications, plans, and commitments to ensure that LEAs are evidencing alignment of federal funds to state and local priorities. 

· Use the ESSA State Plan to draw further focus to California’s commitment to the implementation of rigorous state standards, equity, local control, performance, and continuous improvement. 

· Leverage state administrative funds to realign CDE operations to state priorities. 

· Strategically approach state-allowed reservations from Title programs to further state priorities. 

Consistent with these principles, the State Plan will be drafted to meet statutory requirements in a way that furthers California’s understanding and actions to implement an effective education system that reflects a commitment to performance, equity, and continuous improvement. When completed, the State Plan will describe how California will use, manage, and monitor federal funds to support implementation of rigorous state academic standards within a continuous improvement-based accountability and support system consistent with California’s existing Local Control Funding Formula approach. 
Feedback Regarding Remaining ESSA-related Policy Decisions

In January, 2017, California Department of Education (CDE) staff presented to the SBE a set of questions that California must address in the ESSA State Plan:

· What is the purpose and focus of the plan as it pertains to maximizing the impact of federal funds?
· What are the State’s academic standards and assessments that provide a point of reference for other elements in the plan?
· How will the State provide funds to local educational agencies to further the goals identified in the plan?
· How is educator equity supported?
· How are the needs of English learners met?
· How is progress towards state goals measured and addressed?
· How will funds to meet stated goals be monitored?
· How will schools in need of assistance be identified?
· What assistance will be provided to support continuous improvement?

California’s emerging accountability and continuous improvement system is well positioned to address most of these questions and meet federal requirements. Many of the questions have already been answered through previous SBE action. However, several key policy questions remain. CDE staff has developed options for each of these policy questions for SBE consideration, and is soliciting feedback from diverse Californians regarding the advantages and disadvantages of each option. The CDE plans to present these options, along with extensive stakeholder feedback and staff recommendations informed by the feedback, to the SBE at its March, 2017 meeting.

California Practitioners Advisory Group (CPAG) members will be invited to engage in facilitated conversations regarding the remaining policy decisions during the February, 2017 CPAG meeting. To help inform the discussion, a set of ESSA Policy Option Factsheets that review each of the policy questions and include relevant background information and statute is available on the CDE Policy Input Meeting Materials Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/es/policyfactsheets.asp.  
