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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[bookmark: _Hlk192744369]This document presents the determination of funding request from Community Montessori (Charter #1947). Information from the school has been exported from the web-based Funding Determination Form found on the Nonclassroom-Based Determination of Funding web page.
Responses from the school have been provided, as is, and have not been edited by the California Department of Education (CDE) for capitalization, punctuation, or spelling.


Community Montessori
Determination of Funding Request 2024–25
Section 1. General Information
Charter School Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Charter School Name
	Community Montessori

	Charter School Authorizer
	San Diego County Office of Education

	Charter School Number
	1947

	County District School (CDS) Code
	37-10371-0137695

	Street Address
	1441 Montiel Road, Suite 143

	City
	Escondido

	County
	San Diego

	ZIP Code
	92026

	Grade Levels Served
	TK, K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

	Date Charter Expires
	6/30/2027

	Contact First Name
	Douglas

	Contact Last Name
	Miller

	Contact Title
	CBO

	Contact Phone Number
	760-743-5815

	Contact Email Address
	dmiller@myelement.org


Funding Determination Request Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Is this a reconsideration request?
	No, this is not a reconsideration request.

	Requested Funding Level
	100%

	Beginning Period Requested
	FY 2025–26

	Number of Years Requested
	5

	Source Data
	FY 2023–24 Audit

	If the source data used was “Other”, provide a description.
	[No Response]




Section 2. Financial Information
A. Total Resources
Revenues and Other Resources
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Federal Revenues[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Includes Public Charter Schools Grant Program funds, if applicable] 

	$57,543

	Public Charter School Grant Program Funds (separately identified)
	$0

	State Revenues[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Includes In-Lieu of Property Taxes, if applicable] 

	$10,617,682

	In-Lieu Property Taxes (separately identified)
	$222,136

	Local Revenues
	$123,669

	Other Financing Sources
	$0

	Total Revenues
	$10,798,894


If Other Financing Sources were reported, provide a description:
[No Response]


B. Total Expenditures and Other Uses
Instruction and Related Services
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Certificated Salaries and Benefits
	$4,426,077

	Classified Salaries and Benefits
	$2,033,531

	Books, Supplies, and Equipment
	$315,696

	Services and Other Operating Costs: Contracts for Instructional Services
	$763,137

	Services and Other Operating Costs: Contracts for Instructional Support
	$110,610

	Services and Other Operating Costs: All Other Instruction-Related Operating Costs
	$273,065

	Total Instruction and Related Services
	$7,922,116


Operations and Facilities
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Certificated Salaries and Benefits
	$0

	Classified Salaries and Benefits
	$243,551

	Books, Supplies, and Equipment
	$105,833

	Services and Other Operating Costs
	$1,261,619

	Facilities Acquisition and Construction
	$0

	Total Operations and Facilities
	$1,611,003


Allowable Facilities Costs
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Total facility square footage occupied by the charter school
	43452

	Enter total classroom-based P-2 ADA reported in the prior fiscal year. Do not include nonclassroom-based ADA.
	0

	Enter total student hours attended by nonclassroom-based pupils at the school site in the prior fiscal year.
	682560

	Calculated Facilities Costs
	$786,359

	Allowable Facilities Costs
	$786,359




Administration and All Other Activities
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Certificated Salaries and Benefits
	$100,906

	Classified Salaries and Benefits
	$460,553

	Books, Supplies, and Equipment
	$42,008

	Contracts for Other Administrative Services
	$0

	Supervisorial Oversight Fee
	$90,144

	All Other Administration and Other Activities, Services, and Operating Costs
	$96,823

	Total Administration and Other Activities
	$790,434


Additional information regarding Supervisorial Oversight Fee:
[No Response]
Other Outgo and Other Financing Uses
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Debt Services
	$0

	Transfers to Local Educational Agencies
	$0

	All Other Transfers and Outgo
	$0

	Total Other Outgoing and Other Financing Uses
	$0


Describe the nature of the transaction(s) for Transfers to Local Educational Agencies and identify the accounts or entities involved in the transfer(s).
[No Response]
Describe the nature of the transaction(s) for All Other Transfers and Outgo and identify the accounts or entities involved in the transfer(s).
[No Response]
C. Fund Balance
Total Expenditures and Fund Balance
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Total Expenditures
	$10,323,553

	Revenues Over Expenditures
	$475,341

	Beginning Fund Balance
	$5,412,277

	Ending Fund Balance – June 30
	$5,887,618


D. Reserves
Reserves
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Designated for Economic Uncertainties
	$3,219,784

	Facilities Acquisition or Capital Projects
	$1,000,000

	Reserves Required by Charter Authorizer
	$401,895

	Other Reserves
	$0

	Unassigned/Unappropriated Fund Balance
	$1,265,939

	Total Reserves
	$5,887,618


Reserves as a Percentage of Total Expenditures
	Reserves
	Percentage of Total Expenditures

	Designated for Economic Uncertainties
	31.19%

	Facilities Acquisition or Capital Projects
	9.69%


Explanation for reserves designated for economic uncertainties if these reserves exceed the greater of $50,000 or 5 percent of total expenditures:
The Board has adopted a resolution to designate 65% of fund balance for economic uncertainties.  The Board feels this is an appropriate amount to be prepared for any financial downturns.  I.E. The funding deferrals that occured during COVID.
Explanation of Other Reserves:
[No Response]
Explanation for reserves designated for facilities acquisition or capital projects if these reserves exceed the greater of $50,000 or 5 percent of total expenditures:
The resolution also designates $1,000,000 towards future building improvements.  Many of our facilities are older and will need moderinzation and there is no state funding for IS charter schools for this purpose.
Explanation of school’s unassigned/unappropriated fund balance and details regarding the school’s plans for these funds: (Optional)
[No Response]
Section 3. Pupil-Teacher Ratio
Pupil-Teacher Ratio
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	FY 2023–24 Average Daily Attendance for independent study pupils pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.3(b)(2)
	780.56

	FY 2023–24 Full-Time Equivalent certificated employees responsible for independent study pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.3(b)(2)
	32

	FY 2023–24 Full-Time Equivalent certificated employees pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.3(b)(8)
	32


Section 4. Funding Determination Calculations
Calculated Percentages
	Criteria
	Funding Determination Calculations

	Percentage Spent on Instructional Certificated Salaries and Benefits to Total Public Revenues
	41.46%

	Percentage Spent on Instruction and Related Services and Allowable Facility Costs
	80.64%

	FY 2023–24 Pupil-Teacher Ratio
	24.39 to 1




Section 5. Supplemental Information
A. Virtual Charter Schools
Virtual Charter Schools
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Is this charter school a virtual or on-line charter school as defined in 5 CCR Section 11963.5?
	No

	If yes, can the charter school demonstrate compliance with 5 CCR sections 11963.5(b)(2) to (8)?
	[No Response]


B. Entity and Contract Information
Entity and Contract Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Did any entity receive or will receive $50,000 or more or 10% or more of total expenditures from the school in FY 2023–24 or FY 2024–25?
	Yes

	Number of reportable entities
	16


List of Reported Entities
Reported Entity 1
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Kaiser Foundation

	Amount
	$426,901

	Purpose/Explanation
	Health Benefits for Staff

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




Reported Entity 2
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	BBD Properties, LLC

	Amount
	$394,353

	Purpose/Explanation
	Facility Lease

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 3
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Bridge the Gap SPED

	Amount
	$333,689

	Purpose/Explanation
	Special education contract services

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 4
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Schools First Plan Administation

	Amount
	$261,963

	Purpose/Explanation
	Retirement benefits TPA

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




Reported Entity 5
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Gradisnean, Inc.

	Amount
	$164,152

	Purpose/Explanation
	Facility Lease Payments

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 6
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	County Building Services, Inc.

	Amount
	$161,431

	Purpose/Explanation
	Capital Projects - Building Improvements

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 7
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	San Diego County Office of Education

	Amount
	$103,863

	Purpose/Explanation
	Oversight Fee/Finger Printing/Trainings

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




Reported Entity 8
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Amazon Capital Services

	Amount
	$102,596

	Purpose/Explanation
	Instructional Materials & Supplies

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	No

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	No


Reported Entity 9
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	U.S. Bank

	Amount
	$91,832

	Purpose/Explanation
	CalCard payments

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	No

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	No


Reported Entity 10
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	United Healthcare Insurance Company

	Amount
	$89,388

	Purpose/Explanation
	Health Benefits for Staff

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




Reported Entity 11
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	MetLife - Group Benefits

	Amount
	$85,583

	Purpose/Explanation
	Health Benefits for Staff

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 12
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	BG Consolidated

	Amount
	$69,625

	Purpose/Explanation
	Facility Lease Payments

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 13
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Specialized Therapy Services

	Amount
	$67,238

	Purpose/Explanation
	Special education contract services

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




Reported Entity 14
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Coronado Best Turf

	Amount
	$55,321

	Purpose/Explanation
	Capital Project - Turf Installation

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 15
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Softchoice Corporation

	Amount
	$51,378

	Purpose/Explanation
	Software licensing

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 16
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	Lenovo (United States) Inc.

	Amount
	$50,722

	Purpose/Explanation
	Computer purchases

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




C. Current Governing Board Information
Entity and Contract Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Number of board members
	3


List of Board Members
Board Member 1
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	Jared

	Last Name of Board Member
	Sinclair

	Title of Board Member
	President

	Board Member Type
	Community Member

	How was this member selected?
	Nominating Committee

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	07/2024 to 06/2026




Board Member 2
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	Barbara

	Last Name of Board Member
	Rohrer

	Title of Board Member
	Vice President

	Board Member Type
	Community Member

	How was this member selected?
	Nominating Committee

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	07/2023 to 06/2025


Board Member 3
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	Chris

	Last Name of Board Member
	Nunley

	Title of Board Member
	Member at Large

	Board Member Type
	Community Member

	How was this member selected?
	Nominating Committee

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	07/2024 to 06/2026




Section 6. Mitigating Circumstances
Explain why the charter school did not meet the criteria for the funding level requested. Include specific measures or actions taken by the charter school to comply. List and explain the mitigating circumstances to be considered by the CDE and Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS).
[No Response]
Section 7. Additional Information
Provide any other pertinent information that may assist the CDE and ACCS in conducting a detailed review or develop a reasonable basis for a recommendation.
Community Montessori (CM) is authorized by the San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE). Community Montessori currently serves approximately 750 students in grades TK-8. Students attend one of five learning centers located throughout San Diego County and are on a Montessori home study program.   Community Montessori is committed to respecting the talents and interests of the individual child while implementing Montessori teaching principles. Our goal is to foster in our children a strong sense of independence, creativity, respect for others, appreciation of diversity in people, and a deep and joyful love of learning.
Section 8. Certification
1) The information provided is true and correct to the best of my ability and knowledge.
2) This charter school's nonclassroom-based instruction is conducted for and substantially dedicated to the instructional benefit of the school's students.
3) This charter school's governing board has adopted and implemented conflict of interest policies.
4) All of the charter school's transactions, contracts, and agreements are in the best interest of the school and reflect a reasonable market rate for all goods, services, and considerations rendered for or supplied to the school.
Enter your name below which will serve as a signature and certify agreement with all of the above terms.
Terri Novacek
Indicate whether the certification is from the charter school's director, principal, or governing chairperson:
Director
