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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
This document presents the determination of funding request from Merced Scholars Charter (charter number 0631). Information from the charter school has been exported from the 2025–26 version of the web-based Funding Determination Form found on the Nonclassroom-Based Determination of Funding web page.
Responses from the charter school have been provided, as is, and have not been edited by the California Department of Education (CDE) for capitalization, punctuation, or spelling. Minor formatting changes may have been made during document remediation.
This document is included as a part of the April 2026 Advisory Commission on Charter Schools meeting agenda.


Merced Scholars Charter 
Determination of Funding Request
Section 1. General Information
Charter School Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Charter School Name
	MERCED SCHOLARS CHARTER SCHOOL

	Charter School Authorizer
	MERCED COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION

	Charter School Number
	0631

	County District School (CDS) Code
	24-10249-0106518

	Street Address
	1850 WARDROBE AVENUE

	City
	MERCED

	County
	Merced

	ZIP Code
	95341

	Grade Levels Served
	TK, K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

	Date Charter was Initially Granted
	8/16/2004

	Date Charter will Expire
	6/30/2026

	Contact First Name
	TARA

	Contact Last Name
	HILL

	Contact Title
	DIRECTOR

	Contact Phone Number
	209-381-6647

	Contact Email Address
	THILL@MCOE.ORG


Funding Determination Request Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Is this a reconsideration request?
	No, this is not a reconsideration request.

	Requested Funding Level
	100%

	Beginning Period Requested
	FY 2026–27

	Number of Years Requested
	5

	Source Data
	FY 2024–25 Audit

	If the source data used was “Other”, provide a description.
	[No Response]


Section 2. Financial Information
A. Total Resources
Revenues and Other Resources
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Federal Revenues[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Includes Public Charter Schools Grant Program funds, if applicable] 

	$152,414

	Public Charter School Grant Program Funds (separately identified)
	[No Response]

	State Revenues[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Includes In-Lieu of Property Taxes, if applicable] 

	$6,402,076

	In-Lieu Property Taxes (separately identified)
	$0

	Local Revenues
	$122,418

	Other Financing Sources
	$0

	Total Revenues
	$6,676,908


If Other Financing Sources were reported, provide a description:
[No Response]


B. Total Expenditures and Other Uses
Instruction and Related Services
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Certificated Salaries and Benefits
	$3,261,967

	Classified Salaries and Benefits
	$787,301

	Books, Supplies, and Equipment
	$171,145

	Services and Other Operating Costs: Contracts for Instructional Services
	$0

	Services and Other Operating Costs: Contracts for Instructional Support
	$0

	Services and Other Operating Costs: All Other Instruction-Related Operating Costs
	$651,433

	Total Instruction and Related Services
	$4,871,846


Operations and Facilities
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Certificated Salaries and Benefits
	$0

	Classified Salaries and Benefits
	$0

	Books, Supplies, and Equipment
	$3,758

	Services and Other Operating Costs
	$568,134

	Facilities Acquisition and Construction
	$181,821

	Total Operations and Facilities
	$753,713


Allowable Facilities Costs
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Total facility square footage occupied by the charter school
	37,844

	Enter total classroom-based P-2 ADA reported in the prior fiscal year. Do not include nonclassroom-based ADA.
	64.02

	Enter total student hours attended by nonclassroom-based pupils at the school site in the prior fiscal year.
	50,797

	Calculated Facilities Costs
	$122,542

	Allowable Facilities Costs
	$122,542




Administration and All Other Activities
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Certificated Salaries and Benefits
	$117,113

	Classified Salaries and Benefits
	$471,603

	Books, Supplies, and Equipment
	$588

	Contracts for Other Administrative Services
	$0

	Supervisorial Oversight Fee
	$49,133

	All Other Administration and Other Activities, Services, and Operating Costs
	$498,149

	Total Administration and Other Activities
	$1,136,586


Additional information regarding Supervisorial Oversight Fee:
[No Response]
Other Outgo and Other Financing Uses
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Debt Services
	$0

	Transfers to Local Educational Agencies
	$0

	All Other Transfers and Outgo
	$11,287

	Total Other Outgoing and Other Financing Uses
	$11,287


Describe the nature of the transaction(s) for Transfers to Local Educational Agencies and identify the accounts or entities involved in the transfer(s).
[No Response]
Describe the nature of the transaction(s) for All Other Transfers and Outgo and identify the accounts or entities involved in the transfer(s).
OUR SPECIAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT WITHHELD $11,287 FROM OUR 24-25 SPECIAL EDUCATION: MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES GRANT ALLOCATION FOR SERVICES TO OUR SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS FROM THIRD-PARTY VENDORS.
C. Fund Balance
Total Expenditures and Fund Balance
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Total Expenditures
	$6,773,432

	Revenues Over Expenditures
	-$96,524

	Beginning Fund Balance
	$867,178

	Ending Fund Balance – June 30
	$770,654


D. Reserves
Reserves
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Designated for Economic Uncertainties
	$0

	Facilities Acquisition or Capital Projects
	$0

	Reserves Required by Charter Authorizer
	$0

	Other Reserves
	$672,006

	Unassigned/Unappropriated Fund Balance
	$98,648

	Total Reserves
	$770,654


Reserves as a Percentage of Total Expenditures
	Reserves
	Percentage of Total Expenditures

	Designated for Economic Uncertainties
	0.00%

	Facilities Acquisition or Capital Projects
	0.00%


Explanation for reserves designated for economic uncertainties if these reserves exceed the greater of $50,000 or 5 percent of total expenditures:
[No Response]
Explanation for reserves designated for facilities acquisition or capital projects if these reserves exceed the greater of $50,000 or 5 percent of total expenditures:
[No Response]
Explanation of Other Reserves:
SEVERAL ONE-TIME RESTRICTED FUNDS/RESOURCES HAD ENDING BALANCES OVER $50,000 EACH DUE TO THESE GRANTS RECEVING MOST OR ALL OF THEIR GRANT ALLOCATION IN 24-25 OR THE GRANTS HAVING PLANS TO SPEND OVER MULTIPLE YEARS AND END IN 25-26. THEREFORE, THOSE RESTRICTED RESOURCES HAVE ENDING BALANCES TO BE SPENT IN 25-26 AND HAVE EITHER SPENT THEIR ALLOCATION IN 25-26 OR ARE ON TRACK TO SPEND BY 6/30/26.  NOTEABLE GRANTS INCLUDE CHILDREN AND YOUTH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH INITIATIVE (CYBHI), A-G AND A-G LEARNING LOSS MITIGATION GRANTS, PROP 28 ARTS AND MUSIC IN SCHOOLS, LEARNING RECOVERY EMERGENCY BLOCK GRANT, COLLEGE & CAREER ACCESS PATHWAYS GRANT (CCAP), AND CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM: IMPLEMENTATION GRANT (CCSPP).
Explanation of school’s unassigned/unappropriated fund balance and details regarding the school’s plans for these funds: (Optional)
[No Response]
Section 3. Pupil-Teacher Ratio
Pupil-Teacher Ratio
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	FY 2024–25 Average Daily Attendance for independent study pupils pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.3(b)(2)
	313

	FY 2024–25 Full-Time Equivalent certificated employees responsible for independent study pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.3(b)(2)
	17

	FY 2024–25 Full-Time Equivalent certificated employees pursuant to 5 CCR Section 11963.3(b)(8)
	17


Section 4. Funding Determination Calculations
Calculated Percentages
	Criteria
	Funding Determination Calculations

	Percentage Spent on Instructional Certificated Salaries and Benefits to Total Public Revenues
	49.77%

	Percentage Spent on Instruction and Related Services and Allowable Facility Costs
	74.80%

	FY 2024–25 Pupil-Teacher Ratio
	18.41 to 1




Section 5. Supplemental Information
A. Virtual Charter Schools
Virtual Charter Schools
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Is this charter school a virtual or on-line charter school as defined in 5 CCR Section 11963.5?
	No

	If yes, can the charter school demonstrate compliance with 5 CCR sections 11963.5(b)(2) to (8)?
	[No Response]


B. Entity and Contract Information
Entity and Contract Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Did any entity receive or will receive $50,000 or more or 10% or more of total expenditures from the school in FY 2024–25 or FY 2025–26?
	Yes

	Number of reportable entities
	4


List of Reported Entities
Reported Entity 1
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	FIRST STUDENT INC

	Amount
	$67,432

	Purpose/Explanation
	TRANSPORTATION FOR STUDENTS TO INCREASE ATTENDANCE

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




Reported Entity 2
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	SPEECH LANGUAGE & EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATES

	Amount
	$53,988

	Purpose/Explanation
	SPEECH SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 3
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	TAYLOR BACKHOE SERVICE INC

	Amount
	$944,534

	Purpose/Explanation
	PLAYGROUND PROJECT FOR CLASSROOM BASED TK-3 STUDENTS

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]


Reported Entity 4
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Name of Entity
	US SHADE & FABRIC INC

	Amount
	$66,145

	Purpose/Explanation
	PLAYGROUND PROJECT FOR CLASSROOM BASED TK-3 STUDENTS

	Are contracts based on specific services rendered?
	Yes

	If no, are payments based on amount per ADA or some other percentage?
	[No Response]




C. Current Governing Board Information
Entity and Contract Information
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	Number of board members
	5


Additional Information Regarding Board Members:
[No Response]
List of Board Members
Board Member 1
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	DENNIS

	Last Name of Board Member
	HANKS

	Title of Board Member
	BOARD MEMBER

	Board Member Type
	COMMUNITY MEMBER

	How was this member selected?
	GENERAL ELECTION

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	11/2022 TO 12/2026




Board Member 2
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	RYAN

	Last Name of Board Member
	HELLER

	Title of Board Member
	VICE CHAIRPERSON

	Board Member Type
	COMMUNITY MEMBER

	How was this member selected?
	APPOINTED TO A SUBSEQUENT TERM

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	7/2025 TO 12/2026


Board Member 3
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	FRANK

	Last Name of Board Member
	FAGUNDES

	Title of Board Member
	BOARD MEMBER

	Board Member Type
	COMMUNITY MEMBER

	How was this member selected?
	GENERAL ELECTION

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	11/2024 TO 12/2028




Board Member 4
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	RODRIGO

	Last Name of Board Member
	ESPINOSA

	Title of Board Member
	BOARD MEMBER

	Board Member Type
	COMMUNITY MEMBER

	How was this member selected?
	GENERAL ELECTION

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	12/2024 TO 12/2028


Board Member 5
	Prompt
	Charter School’s Response

	First Name of Board Member
	GENEVA

	Last Name of Board Member
	BRETT

	Title of Board Member
	CHAIRPERSON

	Board Member Type
	COMMUNITY MEMBER

	How was this member selected?
	GENERAL ELECTION

	Is this board member affiliated in any way with any of the reportable entities listed in the Entity and Contract Information section?
	No

	If so, explain the nature of the affiliation.
	[No Response]

	Board Member Term (MM/YYYY to MM/YYYY)
	11/2022 TO 12/2026




Section 6. Mitigating Circumstances
Explain why the charter school did not meet the criteria for the funding level requested. Include specific measures or actions taken by the charter school to comply. List and explain the mitigating circumstances to be considered by the CDE and Advisory Commission on Charter Schools (ACCS).
THERE WERE TWO FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO NOT MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE FUNDING LEVEL REQUESTED.
MOST NOTABLE WOULD BE RECEIVING 90% OR $675,000 OF THE CHILDREN AND YOUTH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH INITIATIVE (CYBHI) GRANT OF THE TOTAL ALLOCATION OF $750,000 IN 24-25.  THIS IS A 4-YEAR GRANT WITH THE INTENT TO SPEND THE FUNIDNG BY THE END OF 25-26. THIS RESULTED IN AN ENDING FUND BALANCE FOR THIS GRANT OF $365,624 (HALF OF OUR TOTAL ENDING FUND BALANCE). THESE FUNDS ARE ALREADY ON TRACK TO SPEND BY 6/30/26. THIS LARGE PIECE OF REVENUE SKEWED THE PERCENTAGE SPENT ON INSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES TO TOTAL REVENUE AS IT ARTIFICALLY INCREASED REVENUE WITHOUT THE EXPENSES TO OFFSET.
ALSO, THE PROP 28 ARTS IN SCHOOLS GRANT HAD AN ENDING FUND BALANCE OF $97,469. THIS GRANT IS VERY RESTRICTIVE AND FINDING QUALIFIED STAFF OR VENDORS IN OUR AREA TO PROVIDE ARTS EDUCATION TO OUR STUDENTS HAS BEEN A CHALLANGE. WE HAVE SINCE FOUND A LOCAL PROGRAM THAT PROVIDES SOME OF THESE SERVICES AND ARE NOW USING THEM FOR OUR STUDENTS.  THIS WILL ALLOW US TO SPEND THESE ONGOING FUNDS MORE TIMELY MOVING FORWARD.
Section 7. Additional Information
Provide any other pertinent information that may assist the CDE and ACCS in conducting a detailed review or develop a reasonable basis for a recommendation.
MERCED SCHOLARS CHARTER OPERATES WITHIN THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT, STUDENT PROGRAMS DIVISION, OF THE MERCED COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION. AT THE START OF THE 2024–25 FISCAL YEAR, THE PROGRAM EXPERIENCED MULTIPLE LEADERSHIP TRANSITIONS, INCLUDING THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATIONAL SERVICES, A NEW DIRECTOR OF STUDENT PROGRAMS, AND TWO NEW STUDENT PROGRAMS COORDINATORS. THESE TRANSITIONS REQUIRED TIME FOR NEW LEADERSHIP TO FULLY ASSESS PROGRAM OPERATIONS AND FISCAL STRUCTURES.
IN PRIOR YEARS, THE CHARTER RECEIVED MULTIPLE ONE-TIME GRANTS IN ADDITION TO SIGNIFICANT COVID-19 RELIEF FUNDING. THESE FUNDING SOURCES INCLUDED SPECIFIC RESTRICTIONS, COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS, AND EXTENDED EXPENDITURE TIMELINES. THE PRIORITIZATION OF COVID-19 FUNDING, COMBINED WITH THE VOLUME OF OTHER ONE-TIME RESTRICTED FUNDS, RESULTED IN A TEMPORARY ACCUMULATION OF UNEXPENDED BALANCES. DURING 2024–25 AND INTO 2025–26, STAFF HAVE WORKED TO REVIEW, ORGANIZE, AND PRIORITIZE ALL FUNDING SOURCES AND TO DEVELOP COMPLIANT SPENDING PLANS FOR EACH GRANT.
THROUGHOUT THE 2024–25 FISCAL YEAR AND THE FIRST HALF OF 2025–26, FISCAL PROCESSES HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND UPDATED, FUNDING SOURCES HAVE BEEN RE-EVALUATED, AND LONG-TERM EXPENDITURE PLANNING HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED. WITH COVID-19 FUNDING NO LONGER CONSTRAINING THE EXPENDITURE OF OTHER ONE-TIME FUNDS, THE CHARTER ANTICIPATES THAT BY THE END OF 2025–26, THE MAJORITY OF REMAINING RESTRICTED ONE-TIME FUNDING WILL BE EXPENDED IN ALIGNMENT WITH GRANT REQUIREMENTS. THIS WILL RESULT IN A MORE SUSTAINABLE AND MANAGEABLE FUNDING STRUCTURE, WITH EXPENDITURES FOCUSED ON STUDENT INSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES.
IN CONSIDERATION OF THE LEADERSHIP TRANSITIONS, THE VOLUME AND COMPLEXITY OF ONE-TIME FUNDING, AND THE PLANNED EXPENDITURE OF THESE FUNDS BY THE END OF 2025–26, MERCED SCHOLARS CHARTER RESPECTFULLY REQUESTS THAT THESE MITIGATING FACTORS BE CONSIDERED IN THE FUNDING DETERMINATION AND THAT FUNDING BE APPROVED AT 100 PERCENT.
Section 8. Certification
1) The information provided is true and correct to the best of my ability and knowledge.
2) This charter school's nonclassroom-based instruction is conducted for and substantially dedicated to the instructional benefit of the school's students.
3) This charter school's governing board has adopted and implemented conflict of interest policies.
4) All of the charter school's transactions, contracts, and agreements are in the best interest of the school and reflect a reasonable market rate for all goods, services, and considerations rendered for or supplied to the school.
Enter your name below which will serve as a signature and certify agreement with all of the above terms.
TARA HILL
Indicate whether the certification is from the charter school's director, principal, or governing chairperson:
Director
