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From: Terrence Davis 
To: Carrie Lopes 
Subject: Mary L. Booker Leadership Academy 
Date: Monday, September 17, 2018 4:46:38 PM 
Attachments: Silicon Schools Funding Support Letter - MLBLA (1).pdf 

Good afternoon, 

Thank you again for making time to discuss our school, Mary L. Booker Leadership Academy. 

On Friday, we discussed an organization who has provided tremendous support, Silicon 
Schools Fund. Below is language directly from Caitrin Wright, a partner at SSF, in regards to 
our performance goals. If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Caitrin 
directly at caitrin@siliconschools.com. 

I will also send a similar email in regards to our New School Venture Fund support. 

Terrence, 

Per our earlier conversation, I wanted to confirm the spirit and nature of our grant 
commitment to Mary L. Booker Leadership Academy. 

In our letter of support (attached), we reference our intention of making $635,000 in grants 
over the next several years.  We intend to disperse this funding to your organization, assuming 
you continue to meet the reasonable and mutually agreed upon milestones included in the 
grant. These include initial milestones such as getting a charter approved, a facility, and staff 
hired.  Once open, we would come to an agreement about reasonable academic milestones 
given the starting point for MLBLA.  Since we began our grantmaking in 2012, we have never 
had an instance where we terminated an existing commitment due to the grantee missing their 
milestones. 

We have always followed through on commitments such as this.  In fact, our CEO, Brian 
Greenberg was at the January 2017 SBE hearing to testify as to our financial commitment to 
Promise Academy and Perseverance Academy, and we continue to hold to our commitments. 

If anyone at the CDE would like to speak to us directly about our financial commitment, we are 
happy to have a conversation. 

We are deeply invested in the academic success and financial health of those schools we 
support, and look forward to continuing to support you and MLBLA. 

Best 
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San Francisco Unified School District  


Board of Education 


555 Franklin Street 


San Francisco, CA 94102 


 


April 5, 2018 


 


 


Dear San Francisco Unified School Board of Education Members and Staff, 


 


 


The Silicon Schools Fund is a non-profit foundation based in Oakland, California that supports 


schools and educators across the Bay Area to improve educational opportunities for students.  We 


work with many of the highest performing districts and charters to provide funding to support 


existing schools and start new schools. We support a portfolio of more than forty schools across 


the Bay Area that score in the top quartile of all schools in the state of California while serving a 


higher proportion of low-income students. 


 


We have been extremely impressed by the vision and leadership of the Mary L. Booker Leadership 


Academy (MLBLA) team and are pleased to be able to provide financial support to help the 


students in this proposed school.  To date, the Silicon Schools Fund has made grants of $250,000 


to support MLBLA.  We intend to provide $635,000 of future support to MLBLA over the next 


three years, provided the school continues to meet agreed upon performance goals. 


 


This strong level of financial support is indication of our faith in the founding team of Mary L. 


Booker Leadership Academy, their track record of success, and our diligence in evaluating the 


school model and team over the past year.   


 


If I can be of any help in providing additional information from our multiple years working with 


the founder of MLBLA or any of our learning from our diligence process, please do not hesitate to 


be in touch. 


 


Sincerely,  


 


 


 


Brian Greenberg 


Chief Executive Officer 
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Thank you, 
Terrence Davis 

Respectfully, 
Terrence Davis 
School Founder-Mary L. Booker Leadership Academy 

(650) 562-6200 ext. 122 (office) | (619) 569-0414 | tdavis@mlbla.org
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