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Members Present

Jim Aschwanden

Alan Bersin

Ruth Bloom

Yvonne Chan

Gregory Jones
Monica Liu

David Lopez

Ted Mitchell

Ken Noonan

Johnathan Williams

Member Absent
Don Fisher
Secretary and Executive Officer

Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Principal Staff

Gary Borden, Interim Executive Director, State Board of Education

Bob LaLiberte, Special Consultant, State Board of Education

Loretta Hickman, Executive Fellow, State Board of Education

Lynn Hile, Office Technician, State Board of Education

Kathy Dobson, Legal Assistant, State Board of Education

Gavin Payne, Chief Deputy Superintendent, California Department of Education

Marsha Bedwell, General Counsel, California Department of Education

Michelle Zumot, Education Policy Assistant, California Department of Education

President Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:00A.M.  This was followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Adjournment to Closed Session

CLOSED SESSION

President Mitchell reconvened the meeting into open session at 9:37A.M.
Report on actions
President Mitchell announced that the Board, in Closed Session, had voted unanimously to appoint Debora Merle as Executive Director.  He also announced 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

consent calendar and agenda changes. President Mitchell formally welcomed new member Greg Jones who was then sworn in by Superintendent O’Connell.
Superintendent O’Connell described a just-held Recognition Dinner with the Governor and Secretary of Education for outstanding students.  This presented a good opportunity to reflect on student performance improvements via reform  which are now in jeopardy because of the current budget crisis.  Many pink slips are being issued, and there is major concern about the potential suspension of Proposition 98.  There are very difficult decisions ahead.  It is imperative to close the Achievement Gap.
_____________________________________________________________________

Item 1
Subject:  STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES.

Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items, and officer elections; State Board office budget, staffing, appointments, and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; update on litigation; bylaw review and revision; Board Liaison Reports; and other matters of interest
Type of Action:  Information 
Liaison Assignments
President Mitchell announced new liaison assignments for the Board members, specifically that the English Learner Advisory Committee would be assisted by liaison assignments of Ken Noonan, Chair, David Lopez, Alan Bersin and Johnathon Williams to establish a scope of work for ELAC and a process for selection of members of ELAC. Also, President Mitchell will serve along with Johnathon Williams as a liaison on Accountability and Assessment matters, Ruth Bloom will replace President Mitchell on the Joint Advisory Committee on Career Technical Education, joining James Aschwanden and Alan Bersin. Also, as President, Mr. Mitchell becomes the Board’s representative to the Postsecondary Education Commission.  Finally, there will be new liaison assignments for Ken Noonan and Greg Jones on waivers.

No action was taken on this item.

_____________________________________________________________________

Item 2

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT.  

Public comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda.  Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.

Type of Action:  Information
No action was taken on this item.
______________________________________________________________________
Item  3
Subject:  Instructional Materials: Approve Commencement of the Rulemaking Process for Addition of Sections 9800, 9810, 9820 and 9830 for Social Content Review of Non-Adopted Instructional Materials (Senate Bill 734).
Type of Action:  Action, Information
Approval begins the 45-day public comment period on proposed changes to the instructional materials regulations’ sections pertaining to social content reviews for non-adopted materials. It will require CDE to do social content reviews for materials for publishers that would not otherwise be a part of SBE’s adoption process (e.g. high school materials).  
Member Bloom moved to: 
· Approve the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking;

· Approve the Initial Statement of Reasons;

· Approve the proposed regulations; and

· Direct the CDE to commence the rulemaking process.
Member  Williams seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously by a vote of 10-0.

____________________________________________________________________

Item 4
Subject: 2008 Reading/Language Arts–English-Language Development Primary Adoption of Instructional Materials: Appointment of Instructional Materials Advisory Panel Members and Content Review Panel Experts (Cohort 3)

Type of Action:  Action, Information
On approval, these applicants will serve as Cohort 3 for the 2008 Reading/Language Arts- English-Language Development (RLA/ELD) Primary Adoption. The Curriculum Commission reviewed the four CRP applicants and 15 IMAP applicants at their January 
25, 2008 meeting and have recommended to the Board in this item four CRPs and 14 IMAPs (which include Spanish language expertise) for SBE appointment.
Action:  Member Chan moved to
· Approve appointment of Instructional Materials Advisory Panel (IMAP) members and Content Review Panel (CRP) experts as recommended by the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) for the 2008 Reading/Language Arts–English-Language Development (RLA/ELD) Primary Adoption.
Member Noonan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 9-0 vote with one abstention.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 5
Subject: California Native Americans Supplemental Instructional Materials: Approval of Evaluation Criteria, Timeline, and Reviewer Application
Type of Action:  Action, Information
The development of Native American Supplemental Instructional Materials is a new item before the Board and was authorized by SB 41 to educate students about the state’s Native Americans and their history. This begins a review process by the Board’s Curriculum Commission of supplemental instructional materials addressing the history of native Americans. The Commission will appoint reviewers (similar to the IMAPs and CRPs) to help conduct the reviews. This process will be similar to the traditional materials review process. This item involves the review process and timeline, the evaluation criteria, and the application for selecting reviewers, which is based on the IMAP application.
Action: Member Noonan moved to
· Approve the recommendation of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) for the evaluation criteria, timeline, and reviewer application for the review of the California Native Americans Supplemental Instructional Materials submitted by the State Library.
Member Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a 9-0 vote.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 6
Subject: History–Social Science Framework Update: Approval of Plan, Timeline, and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee Application
Type of Action:  Action, Information
Because the instructional materials adoption regulations have been approved by OAL,  the next history/social science adoption can begin. This item sets out the timeline and allows the committee to begin framework revision and evaluation.  Member Bloom expressed concern about the need for more widespread advertising of the framework’s development.  She emphasized the critical need for outreach to a broader interested audience.
Action:  Member Lopez moved to

· Approve the recommendation of the Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) for the update of the History–Social Science Framework, including the update plan, timeline, and Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee (CFCC) application.
Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of  9-0 with one abstention.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 7
Subject: Implementation of Assembly Bill 1802, Chapter 79, Statutes of 2006: California Department of Education Recommendations on Appeals Regarding Supplementary Materials for English Learners.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
Through this item, the Department requests the Board’s  approval of supplementary materials purchased under AB 1802. CDE asked the Board to add three additional programs to the approved list. In the past the Board has only approved funding for districts to purchase items; however, the legislation calls for appeals directly to the Board for these supplementary materials.  The following three were recommended for addition to the list:  Strategies to Achieve Reading Success, Imagine Learning English, and Explorations, a World of Non-Fiction Levels L thru R.
Action:  Member Lopez moved to
· Add three additional programs to the certified Assembly Bill (AB) 1802 list and that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the use of funds for the purchase of these programs of supplementary materials for English learner (EL) students.
Member Noonan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0, with one abstention.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 8
Subject: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Highly Qualified Teachers: Approve Commencement of 15-Day Comment Period for Proposed Changes to Proposed Title 5 Regulations sections 6100 and 6104-6105.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
These are changes requested by OAL to make the regulations package complete on NCLB.  These changes  provide more clarity and specificity in certain areas that OAL felt were left overly ambiguous in the Statement of Reasons – there are no changes to the regulations themselves.  The proposal puts the regulations out for a final 15-day comment period to provide the public a last opportunity for review.  
Action:  Member Bloom moved to 
· Approve the proposed changes to the Addendum to the Final Statement of Reasons (FSR);

· Direct that the proposed changes be circulated for a 15-day public comment period in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (APA);

· If no relevant comments to the proposed Addendum to the FSR are received during the 15-day public comment period, the proposed regulations with changes are deemed adopted, and CDE is directed to complete the rulemaking package and submit it to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for approval; and

· If any relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the 

15-day public comment period, CDE is directed to place the proposed regulations with changes on the SBE’s May 2008 agenda for action.

· Approve the revised California Department of Education NCLB Teacher Requirements: Certificate of Compliance referenced in the proposed Title 5 Regulations Section 6105. (Attachment 5)

· Approve the revised California High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation California HOUSSE – Part 1 referenced in the proposed Title 5 Regulations Section 6105. (Attachment 6)
·   Approve the revised California High Objective Uniform State Standard of Evaluation California HOUSSE – Part 2, Assessment of Current Qualifications through Classroom Observation and/or Portfolio Development referenced in the proposed Title 5 Regulations Section 6105. (Attachment 7)
Member Noonan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10 – 0.

______________________________________________________________________

Item 9
Subject: California State Plan 1999-2008 for the Workforce Investment Act, Title II: Adult Education and Family Literacy Act: Extension for one additional year and approval of performance goals for 2008-09 and related language changes.

Type of Action: Action, Information 
CDE staff recommended extension of the initial plan beyond 2008, to include goals for 2008-2009. Included were six goals increased in level and one reduced.  President Mitchell asked if there were long term goals. These have not been required by the federal government, but could be developed and staff will follow through.  Member Bersin encouraged a better integration of Adult Education as it relates to Career Technical Education, a more seamless relationship between K-12 and the community colleges.
Action:  Member Noonan moved to 
· Extend the California State Plan 1999-2008 for the Workforce Investment Act (WIA), Title II: Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (AEFLA) for one additional year and approve: (1) the proposed performance goals for 2008-09; and (2) minor edits.
Member Williams seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.

______________________________________________________________________

Item 10
Subject: Approval of the 2008-2012 California State Plan for Career Technical Education, as Required by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act of 2006
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff presented the California State Plan for Career Technical Education to the Board for approval. The Board had conducted a public hearing on the Plan in January. Member Aschwanden recapped the activities of the Joint Advisory Committee on 
Career Technical Education, and commended departmental staff for their professionalism and perseverance in developing a comprehensive plan.  

  Member Noonan expressed concern regarding efforts to alter the current funding arrangement between the Community colleges and K-12. He was informed that there will be no change, at least in the near future. The plan as drafted has been approved by the Community College Board of Governors.
Action:  Member Aschwanden moved to 
· Approve the 2008-2012 California State Plan for Career Technical Education.

Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 11
Subject: Health Education Content Standards for California Public Schools, Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve
Type of Action:  
This was the last meeting at which the SBE could approve the health standards to meet the statutory deadline. CDE staff have sought to address numerous issues that have arisen over the past several months.  As part of the redesign and rewriting, an information memo regarding the Health Education Standards was mailed to Board members February 15th. Following posting of the agenda, the Board received approximately 250 faxes supporting the recommended adoption of the standards.
Member Liu expressed appreciation for the inclusion of environmental standards in the Health Education materials. Member Chan sought to verify changes earlier requested  for the term “advocacy”, which was replaced by “promotion”  and the footnoting to the Education Code of the description of “weapons”. The members expressed thanks for the staff effort in revising the materials.  
Action:  Member Liu moved to 

· Adopt the draft Health Education Content Standards for California Public Schools.
Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
_____________________________________________________________________

Item 12
Subject: Community-Based English Tutoring Program: Adopt Proposed Title 5 Section 11315 and the Addition of Section 11315.5
Type of Action:  Action, Information
The CBET proposed regulations were presented for Board action, following a 15 day public comment period to address Office of Administrative Law (OAL) concerns about clarity and specificity. Approximately 10 public comments were received noting the difficulty CBET providers may face under the requirement to conduct background checks of adult enrollees, including fingerprinting. Options for addressing these concerns were discussed, including waivers and emergency regulations These comments are not timely, and CDE proposed to bring those changes to the Board at the May meeting after these regulations have been adopted by OAL. Also, Member Bersin reiterated the need to have an evaluation of the program’s results to determine its effectiveness.
Action:  Member Bersin moved to 
· Adopt the proposed regulations;

· Approve the Final Statement of Reasons; and
· Direct the CDE to submit the rulemaking file to the Office of Administrative Law 
     (OAL) for approval.
Member Noonan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0, with one abstention.

Action:  Member Bloom moved to 
· Request CDE to recommend an approach for addressing issues related to     accountability and finger printing at the May Board meeting.
Member Bersin seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 13
Subject: Child Nutrition Programs-Food and Beverages – Approve Commencement of the Second 15-Day Comment Period for Proposed Changes to Proposed Title 5 Regulations
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff requested approval of proposed regulations for Child Nutrition Programs-Food and Beverages, to be sent for a 15 day comment period and returned for presentation to the Board in May if any relevant comments are received. CDE has made changes to the regulations based on comments received during the January 2008 public comment period. These changes are largely definitional in nature.
Action:  Member Noonan moved to 
· Approve the proposed changes to the proposed regulations;

· Direct that the proposed changes be circulated for a second 15-day public comment period in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act;

· If no relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the second 15-day public comment period, the proposed regulations with changes are deemed adopted, and CDE is directed to complete the rulemaking package and submit it to the Office of Administrative Law for approval; and

· If any relevant comments to the proposed changes are received during the second 15-day public comment period, CDE is directed to place the proposed regulations on the SBE’s May 2008 agenda for action.

Member Aschwanden seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0 with one abstention.

______________________________________________________________________
==================================================================
***Consent Calendar***

Action:  Member Noonan moved to approve the Consent Calendar, which included Items 29-34, 36-39, WC 1 through WC 10, and W-3 and W-4, W-6 through W-9, W- 11 through W-18, and W-21.

Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of  8-0, with one abstention (Member Jones),  Member Mitchell recused himself.
Item 29

Subject: Chief Business Officer Training Program – Approve Training Provider Substitutions for Fiscal Year 2006-07

Type of Action: Action, Information
Item 30

Subject: Consolidated Applications 2007-08: Approval

Type of Action: Action, Information
Item 31

Subject: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Approve Local Educational Agency Plans, Title 1, Section 1112
Type of Action: Action, Information
Item 32

Subject: Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Approve Applications from Local Educational Agencies.

Type of Action: Action, Information

Item 33

Subject: The Administrator Training Program, Assembly Bill 430 (Chapter 364, Statutes of 2005): Approval of Applications for Funding from Local Educational Agencies.

Type of Action: Action, Information

Item 34

Subject:  Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Appointment of New Members to Review Panel

Type of Action:  Action, Information
Item 36

Subject:  Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Approval of English Learner Professional Development Training Providers and Training Curricula.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Item 37

Subject:  Assignment of Numbers for Charter School Petitions

Type of Action: Action, Information
Item 38

Subject: Charter Schools: Approval of Funding Determination Rates for 2007-08 (and beyond) for Nonclassroom-based Charter Schools

Type of Action: Action, Information

Item 39

Subject:  California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE): Review local educational agency failure to grant diplomas for certain students under California Education Code Section 60852.4
Type of Action: Action, Information
NONPUBLIC SCHOOL/AGENCY (annual certification renewal application)
Item WC-1

Subject: Request by Los Angeles Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 56101 to waive (EC) Section 56366.1(h), the August 1 through October 31, timeline on annual certification renewal application for Park Century School, a Nonpublic School (NPS).
Waiver Number: 6-1-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

Item WC-2

Subject: Request by Palmdale Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 56101 to waive (EC) Section 56366.1(h), the August 1 through October 31, timeline on annual certification renewal application for Academy for the Advancement of Children with Autism, a Nonpublic School (NPS).

Waiver Number: 12-1-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action
Item WC-3
Subject: Request by Ravenswood City Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 56101 to waive (EC) Section 56366.1(h), the August 1 through October 31, timeline on annual certification renewal application for Amber MacMillan, a Nonpublic Agency (NPA).
Waiver Number: 5-1-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

RESOURCE SPECIALIST CASELOAD
Item WC-4

Subject: Request by Buckeye Union Elementary School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 56362(c), allowing the caseload of the resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum).  Suzanne Lewis assigned at Oak Meadow School. 
Waiver Number: 20-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Item WC-5

Subject: Request by Santa Paula Elementary School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 56362(c), allowing the caseload of the resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum).  Kristi Grooms assigned at Isbell Middle School and Ellen Henderson assigned at Glen City School.
Waiver Number: 9-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Item WC-6

Subject: Request by Sierra Unified School District to waive California Education Code 56362(c) , allowing the caseload of the resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum).  Cheryl Strahan assigned at Sierra Elementary School.
Waiver Number: 14-1-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Item WC-7

Subject: Request by Mariposa County Unified School District to waive California Education Code (EC) 56362(c), allowing the caseload of the resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum). Anne Dolchanczyk is assigned at Woodland Elementary School.

Waiver Number: 13-1-2008

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

School Site Council (SHARED)
Item WC-8

Subject: Request by Coalinga-Huron Joint Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 52863 for a waiver of EC Section 52852, allowing one school site council to function for a comprehensive high school and three small alternative high schools. The schools involved are Coalinga High School, Chesnut Continuation High School, Cambridge Continuation High School, and Miles Cutwell Community Day School.

Waiver Number: 17-1-2008

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Item WC-9

Subject: Request by Gravenstein Union Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 52863 for a waiver of EC Section 52852, allowing one joint school site council to function for three small schools, Gravenstein Elementary School, Gravenstein Union Community Day School and Hillcrest Middle School.
Waiver Number: 2-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

State Meal Mandate (summer school meal)
Item WC-10

Subject: Request by various school districts under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 49548 to waive EC Section 49550, the State Meal Mandate during the summer school session.   

Waiver Number: Various 
Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action
Administrator/Teacher Ratio
Item W-3

Subject: Request by Banta Elementary School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 41402(a), the requirement which sets the ratio of administrators to teachers for elementary schools at 9 for every 100 teachers. Banta ESD would like to continue to have 2 full-time administrators with 14 teachers.
Waiver Number: 19-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

EDUCATIONAL INTERPRETERS FOR DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING
Item W-4

Subject: Request by San Bernardino County Office of Education to waive California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 3051.16(b)(1), the requirement that educational interpreters for deaf and hard of hearing pupils must be certified as of January 1, 2007. Would allow three interpreters to continue to provide services to students until June 30, 2008, under a remediation plan to complete the minimum qualifications as set by CCR, Title 5, Section 3051.16(b)(1).

Waiver Number: 10-12-2007, 11-12-2007, 12-12-2007

(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Community Day Schools (CDS)
Item W-6

Subject: Request by Round Valley Unified School District for a waiver of portions of California Education Code (EC) sections 48660 and 48916.1(d) to permit a community day school (CDS) established to serve students in grades 7-12 to also serve retained 6th grade students on a case-by-case basis.
Waiver Number: 1-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

Grade 9 Class Size Reduction (Morgan-Hart) Program
Item W-7

Subject: Request by Petaluma Joint Union High School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Sections 52084(a)(c) and 52086(a), Grade Nine Class Size Reduction Program (Morgan-Hart) the requirement for a 20:1 student-teacher ratio so that the district may provide a 23:1 ratio across three core courses-English, math and science, no more than 24 in any one class.

Waiver Number: 21-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action
Instructional Material Restructuring Program Funds (IMFRP) 

“24 month rule”
Item W-8

Subject: Request by Carpinteria Unified School Distict under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive EC Section 60422(a), the “24 month rule”, for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in science (kindergarten through grade five only) for 12 additional months.
Waiver Number: 14-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

Item W-9

Subject: Request by San Pasqual Union Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 60422(c)(1) through (3) to waive EC Section 60422(a), the “24 month rule”, for purchase of instructional materials after the adoption of a new list by the State Board of Education. Request is to delay the adoption of materials in history–social science (kindergarten through grade eight only) for 12 additional months for one school only (San Pasqual Union Elementary).
Waiver Number: 7-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

RESOURCE SPECIALIST CASELOAD
Item W-11

Subject: Request by Alhambra Unified School District to waive Education Code (EC) Section 56362(c), allowing the caseload of the resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum).  Carlyn Lambert-Oropez assigned at Park Elementary.
Waiver Number: 5-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Regional occupational program
Item W-12

Subject: Request by Santa Lucia Regional Occupational Program (ROP) to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) Section 52321(b), (c)(1), and (e), to allow them to accumulate a reserve of more than 15 percent of it's prior year expenditures, due to a one time re-apportionment of unspent funds from the 2005-06 fiscal year.
Waiver Number: 8-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action
School Construction Bonds (Citizen’s Oversight Committee)
Item W-13

Subject: Request by Moreno Valley Unified School District to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) Section 15282, regarding term limits for members of a Citizens' Oversight Committee for all construction bonds in the district.
Waiver Number: 16-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

School District Reorganization
Item W-14

Subject: Request by French Gulch-Whiskeytown School District to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) Section 5091, which will allow the board of trustees to make a provisional appointment to a vacant board position past the 60-day statutory deadline.
Waiver Number: 6-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

School Site Council (composition)
Item W-15

Subject: Request by Big Lagoon Union Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 52863 for a waiver of EC Section 52852, allowing a one school district to operate a school site council with fewer members than required by statute.
Waiver Number: 20-1-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Item W-16

Subject: Request by Garfield School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 52863 for a waiver of EC Section 52852, allowing a one school district to operate a school site council with fewer members than required by statute.

Waiver Number: 21-1-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

Item W-17

Subject: Request by Orick Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 52863 for a waiver of EC Section 52852, allowing a one school district to operate a school site council with fewer members than required by statute.

Waiver Number: 22-12-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

State Meal Mandate (sATURDAY SCHOOL SESSION)
Item W-18

Subject: Request by Mammoth Unified School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 49550 the requirement that needy pupils be provided a nutritionally adequate free or reduced-price meal during each school day (State Meal Mandate) including classes conducted on Saturdays.  
Waiver Number: 17-9-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

STATE TESTING APPORTIONMENT

Item W-21

Subject: Request by seventeen local educational agencies (LEA) to waive the State Testing Apportionment Information Report deadline of December 31st in the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 11517.5(b)(1)(A) regarding the California English Language Development Test (CELDT), or CCR Title 5, Section 1225(b)(2)(A) regarding the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE), or CCR, Title 5, Section 862(c)(2)(A) regarding the Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR). 

(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action

End of Consent Calendar
=================================================================
Withdrawn Waivers
Academic Performance Index (API) Score Waiver
Item W-1

Subject: Request by Bassett Unified School District to waive a portion of California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5, Section 1032(d)(5); the 85 percent requirement of test takers in Life Science to allow Bassett Senior High School to be given a valid base and growth Academic Performance Index (API) for 2007.
Waiver Number: 5-11-2007
(Recommended for DENIAL)

Type of Action: Action

Charter School Program
Item W-5

Subject: Request by the Piner-Olivet Union Elementary School District, a K-6 district, to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 47605(a)(6) to allow the district to renew the charter of (and continue to be the chartering authority for) the Career Academy at Piner-Olivet, a middle/high school.

Waiver Number: 4-1-2008
(Recommended for DENIAL)

Type of Action: Action

PEER ASSISTANCE AND REVIEW (par) pROGRAM
Item W-10

Subject: Request by San Luis Obispo County Office of Education to waive portions of California Education Code (EC) sections 44501(a) and 44502(c)(2) pertaining to the 
Peer Assistance and Review (PAR) Program (to allow Retired or Resigned Teachers to serve as PAR consulting teachers).
Waiver Number: 6-11-2007
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

End of withdrawn waivers
___________________________________________________________________
Item 14
Subject: Board of Education-Approved Charter Schools: Update
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff presented the standing update on Board-approved charter schools.
No action was taken on this item.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 15
Subject: Aim High Community Charter School: Approve Request to Extend the Opening Date to No Later Than September 30, 2009.
Type of Action:  
CDE recommended approving Aim High Community Charter School’s request to extend their opening date from September 30, 2008 to September 30, 2009 while maintaining their current end date of June 30, 2012. They need additional planning time to get the school open, and are not proposing to move the expiration date of the charter so it should not materially impact the Board’s oversight of this program. Members expressed concern about the effect such delays would have on the school, its leadership and offerings as envisioned when the application was first submitted, versus that after years’ passage
Action:  Member Bersin moved to
· Approve the request by the Aim High Community Charter School (AHCCS) to extend the date by which the school must open from September 30, 2008, to September 30, 2009, but to maintain the current ending date for the charter’s initial term, i.e., June 30, 2012. 
Member Noonan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
_________________________________________________________________

Item 16
Subject: California Technology Assistance Project (CTAP) Regional Lead Agencies (RLAs): Approvals
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff described grants the Board provides on a recurring cycle to run the CTAP program. They proposed that the Board take action in two steps:  First, at this meeting, the Board is asked to approve the evaluation report of the program conducted last year, and also approve the lead agencies from each of the eleven county regions (it is one county office per region). CDE contacted the other counties in each region to ensure that selecting the lead agencies from the eleven county regions without formal bid would not be contentious. The second step, which will come to the Board in May, is approval of the grant funding for the selected counties. This will only take place after the regional lead agency plans have been reviewed and recommended for approval to the Board.  The agencies cannot write their plans until after they are selected at this (March) meeting. 
Action:  Member Chan moved to
· approve the 2006-07 CTAP Statewide Evaluation Report for the period of July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007, and approve the 11 CTAP RLAs for the period of   July 1, 2008, to June 30, 2011.
Member Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a 10-0 vote.
______________________________________________________________________
Item 17
Subject: California English Language Development Test (CELDT): Program Update, including, but not limited to, public release of 2007-08 Annual Assessment summary results
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff presented an update of the CELDT.  
Action:  No action was taken on this item.
CDE will provide information regarding the 2007-08 annual assessment results, plans for K-1 testing, and FAQs, including issues around academic language at a future Board meeting.

____________________________________________________________________

Item 18
Subject: California High School Exit Examination: Update, including, but not limited to, summer and fall administrations
Type of Action:  
CDE staff presented an update on the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE) . The tables included in the item provide an overview of passing rates of the classes of 2006, 2007 and 2008 through December 2007

Action:  No action was taken on this item.
_____________________________________________________________________

Item 19
Subject: Standardized Testing and Reporting: Update, including, but not limited to, Program Update
Type of Action:  Action, Information
Department staff provided the standardized testing and reporting update.  There has been a development effort intended to generate communication materials, including exemplars which can be provided to parents and other interested parties.  Three focus groups were convened to identify what, in particular would be meaningful and informative.  A preliminary report will be available shortly, with a further update in May.  Involving the Board’s liaisons, Johnathon Williams and Ted Mitchell, will be particularly important.
 Action:  No action was taken on this item.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 20
Subject: U.S. Department of Education Peer Review of Standards and Assessment: Update of Peer Review Results
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff provided an update on the peer review standards and the assessment process. USDE notified California in February of their acceptance of the performance level descriptors (PLDs) that the Board had forwarded to them last November.  One 
remaining peer review finding persists and it revolves around 8th grade math.  There are assessments for Algebra 1 for students enrolled in an Algebra 1 course.  Similarly,  there are students who take the General Math California Standards Test, and finally for students enrolled in Geometry there is a Geometry assessment.  The federal government does not accept this approach.  As a result the Board is being asked to adopt a plan that would revise the current test referred to as the Grade 8 Math Test, designed for those students who are not currently enrolled in a one-year Algebra course.  As a result, the department is proposing a new test blueprint and a timeline for its development.
Also, the department is proposing a response to USDE on this matter for signature by the Superintendent, President of the board and the Secretary of Education.  Finally, CDE staff also indicated that there is an opportunity to provide a purely technical review of the Science Program that will assist in decisions about what to do differently and will help in the peer review process.
Action:  Member Williams moved to
· Approve the recommendation to develop a grade eight mathematics test aligned to Algebra I standards using the attached development plan. In addition, the CDE is recommending the SBE approve the joint response letter to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on behalf of the CDE, SBE, and the Office of the Secretary of Education (OSE).
Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by an 8-0 vote with one abstention and two members absent.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 23
Subject: Update on issues related to California’s implementation of No Child Left Behind and other federal programs
Type of Action:  Action, Information
This item is a regular NCLB update. The only reportable action is a communication from the Federal Government that they will be conducting a Title II, Part A monitoring visit in California in April.  The visit will also involve three districts.
Action:  No action was taken on this item.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 24
Subject: Revisions to the California School Accounting Manual (CSAM)
Type of Action: Action, Information 
This item details revisions to the California School Accounting Manual (CSAM) which come to the Board on a recurring basis. 
Action:  Member Bloom moved to
· Approve the proposed revisions to the California School Accounting Manual (CSAM).
Member Chan seconded the motion.   The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
_____________________________________________________________________

Item 25
Subject: Proposed Revisions to the Fiscal Criteria and Standards Used By School Districts and County Offices of Education to Determine Solvency When Reviewing Budgets and Interim Financial Reports.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff provided a background explanation regarding the creation of fiscal criteria and standards and their utility.  Chapter 52, 2004 (AB 2756, Daucher) required the addition of several new specific criteria, which were incorporated into then-existing fiscal criteria and standards used by county offices of education and school districts to help determine solvency. This measure was prompted by LEA bankruptcies, which suggested the need for better indicators and predictors of fiscal solvency problems. 

Pursuant to the enabling legislation, CDE, in 2005 with the assistance of a broadly representative committee (including Board staff), developed new measures.  The department also re-evaluated those existing to determine if changes were necessary to further improve their usefulness. The Board adopted the proposed changes.

Following the 2005 action, CDE staff reconvened knowledgeable representatives of interested organizations to further fine-tune the standards and criteria.  Through use of the revised criteria in the field, some of the earlier-developed  fiscal warning indicators were determined to be set so low that they inappropriately signaled fiscal distress when that was not the case.  The recommended changes relieve those false alerts, but are mainly made up of technical revisions.  Members Chan and Bersin had questions regarding the applicability of certain of the criteria.
Action:  Member Bersin moved to 
· Adopt the revised fiscal criteria and standards. Once adopted, these changes will be incorporated into Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations (Attachment 6). Note: Attachment 6 also includes changes previously approved by the SBE.
Member Aschwanden seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 35

Subject: Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Approval of Training Providers and Training Curricula.

Type of Action: Action, Information

CDE staff updated the Board on the process of selecting Reading and Math training curricula providers. The Reading providers are identified in Attachment A.  All of the Math providers need to be reauthorized and reapproved.  As a result, there were 30 training curricula recommended for approval, 26 recommended with revisions, and two not recommended.  The Board’s Screening Committee has endorsed some of the providers, but a Screening Committee will need to be convened again to approve additional materials.
Action:  Member Lopez moved to
· Adopt the staff recommendation and appoint a subcommittee of three Board members, Bloom, Chan and Lopez (chair) to consider additional training curriculum providers.

Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 40
Subject: Legislative update, including, but not limited to information on legislation from the 2007-08 session.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
CDE staff presented a legislative update. At this point, this is an identification about what bills are on the dock now that the session has begun. The members reviewed bills that conformed to the seven principles outlined for general guidance of areas for the Board’s attention.  President Mitchell reminded the Board of Member Fisher’s view that typically the Board hears about legislation affecting K-12 Education and is only in the position of  reacting to bills brought before the Board at a meeting, rather than working proactively with the Legislature.  It is the Board’s intent to, with the Superintendent, be in the lead in doing that.  This matter should be addressed in an upcoming strategic retreat.
Action:  No action was taken on this item.
______________________________________________________________________

Action Calendar
***Waivers***

Item W-2

Subject: Request by Planada Elementary School District a waiver of a portion of California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5,  Section 1032(d)(1) & (6), related to the Academic Performance Index (API), to allow Planada Elementary School to be given a valid API for the 2007 year despite "adult testing irregularities," (California Standards Test English-language arts for 22 4th grade students).
Waiver Number: 8-9-2007
(Recommended for DENIAL)

Type of Action: Action

CDE staff described the rationale for recommending denial, because the testing irregularity affected five percent or more of the students involved.  The district argued that the irregularity was addressed rapidly and did not have a material effect on student performance.  The district and school argued that to deny the waiver left the school without an API score, which was demoralizing to the school. 
Action:  Member Aschwanden moved to 

· Approve the waiver request

Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 6-4.
State Meal Mandate (summer SCHOOL SESSION)
Item W-19

Subject: Request by McCabe Union Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 49548 to waive EC Section 49550, the State Meal Mandate during the summer school session at McCabe Elementary. 

Waiver Number: 35-1-2008
(Recommended for DENIAL)

Type of Action: Action
CDE staff identified a district financial loss of $ 68 associated with denial of the waiver, and the district does not meet the standard in the law for the amount of loss that would be considered for a waiver.

Action:  Member Aschwanden moved to

· Deny the waiver

Member Williams seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
______________________________________________________________________
Item W-20

Subject: Request by Cutten Elementary School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 49548 to waive EC 49550, the State Meal Mandate during the summer school session for Cutten Elementary School.   

Waiver Number: 18-1-2008
(Recommended for DENIAL)

Type of Action: Action
CDE staff recommended against the waiver request of the district to not serve summer meals.  With modest adjustments the district could afford to serve meals during the summer.

Action:  Member Williams moved to 

· Deny the district’s waiver request

Member Noonan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 10-0.
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Call to Order

President Mitchell called the meeting to order at 8 AM
Adjourn to Closed Session

CLOSED SESSION

Reconvene into open session

Announcements

The members expressed their appreciation to Gary Borden, the Interim Executive Director who was credited with serving above and beyond while directing the Board staff’s effort, but that he had decided to pursue fresh opportunities. Mr. Borden will be available to assist in the transition to the new Executive Director, Debora Merle. The Board also expressed its appreciation for the fine work of Lynn Hile who has accepted a promotion within the department.
President Mitchell also announced that, as an Attachment to Item 1,  he had asked Member Noonan to serve as Board liaison on the Reading, Language Arts adoption that  will begin soon.
Report on actions taken during Closed Session
Ms. Bedwell reported on the Closed Session that there were two items discussed. The Board received an update in the matter of California School Boards Association, et. al., v. California State Board and Aspire Public Schools., Inc.  In addition the Board discussed settlement in the matter of Kidd, et. al. v. the California Department of Education.

Salute to the Flag:  Mr. Borden was asked to lead the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 21
Subject: No Child Left Behind Act of 2001: Recommendations Related to California’s Assignment of Corrective Actions for Local Educational Agencies in Program Improvement Corrective Action.
Type of Action:  Action
By way of background, President Mitchell described three regional meetings that he and Member Noonan had conducted in San Jose, Bakersfield, and Los Angeles to hear from districts about what they face as they are affected by  Program Improvement corrective actions under NCLB.  Both indicated that they had not discussed any of the elements of this matter because the law prohibits the Board from holding discussions outside of this setting of doing public business in public.
Department staff introduced their discussion of this Item, and indicated that the department is recommending two Board actions:  to approve sanctions for the 97 affected districts which are required under both federal and state law, and to approve individually differentiated technical assistance to the 97 districts to support them in their improvement efforts.  Paramount in this effort is to work to close the Achievement Gap. 

Board Member Noonan described the importance of language in examining this issue.  The term “sanctions” has a very negative connotation and he suggested that the language related to these 97 districts instead deal in terms of “corrective actions.”
Department staff focused the planned actions to accomplish necessary corrective actions on several important considerations:  Accountability, improvement and evaluation.  Together they will help to build district capacity.  First in that effort is the imposition of corrective actions, of which two of seven meet the intent of building capacity.  The first recommendation is to institute and fully implement a new curriculum.  Second recommendation is to update the LEA Plan.  The third is to add a trustee to Coachella Valley Unified School District.  Recommendation 4 comes directly from federal law directing the State to have a system of corrective action. In addition to these accountability requirements, the department is recommending improvement via technical assistance, in the form of District Assistance and Intervention Teams ( DAIT).  To help determine progress, the department plans to use a Priority Assistance Index to help isolate those areas most in need of specific types of technical assistance.  In this regard, there are 39 DAITs that have met the standards and criteria of the board and are ready to provide support.
Department staff recommended that the Board consider the following individual actions for 97 local educational agencies (LEAs) in federal Program Improvement (PI) Corrective Action pursuant to the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 (20 U.S.C. Sec. 6301 et seq.):
· Recommendation 1: Assign Sanction F to each PI LEA in Corrective Action: “Instituting and fully implementing a new curriculum that is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including providing appropriate professional development based on scientifically-based research for all relevant staff, that offers substantial promise of improving educational achievement for high priority pupils.” California Education Code (EC) Section 52055.57I(1)(F)

· Recommendation 2: Require each LEA to amend its LEA Plan or Plan Addendum identifying objectives and action steps to fully implement the sanction. 
· Recommendation 3: Require Coachella Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) which accepted a supplemental grant in 2005 and in consideration agreed to only the harshest sanctions under federal law, to also contract with a SBE-appointed trustee to undertake prescribed duties.

· Recommendation 4: Reserve the right for the SBE to invoke additional sanctions for PI LEAs in Corrective Action at any time. 

No Child Left Behind Required Technical Assistance 
Consistent with federal law requiring ongoing technical assistance, the SSPI recommends that, contingent upon funding, the SBE take the following individual actions to provide technical assistance for each LEA to assist the LEA in implementing 

the assigned sanction, and documenting planned activities and progress on an online CDE Web site:

· Require six LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to individually contract with a SBE-assigned county office of education District Assistance and Intervention Team (DAIT) to analyze data, make recommendations to improve student achievement, and provide the LEA with technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and any recommendations made by the DAIT.
· Require 38 LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to individually contract with an approved DAIT from among those listed on the CDE Web site at [Note: Invalid link removed.] to analyze data; make recommendations to improve student achievement; and provide the LEA with technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and any recommendations made by the DAIT. 
· Require 44 LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to use state-identified PI instruments to analyze LEA needs and access technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and remove barriers to student achievement that led to LEA advancement in PI. 
· Require seven LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to address the specific reasons the LEA failed to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets. 

· Require the Orange County Office of Education (OCOE) to address the reasons the LEA failed to make AYP targets. 

There was extensive public comment on the Department’s suggested approach for addressing the need for corrective action in the 97 districts.

Following public testimony, Member Bersin offered an amendment to the approach offered by the Department. The amendment would provide intensive treatment for Coachella Valley Unified School District along with the other six districts recommended for this course of action, without the immediate appointment of a trustee for that district, and that the matter be brought back to the Board in May with an interim report, followed by a review in July of the range of corrective actions, based on that report, just as the Board will review the other six districts in this category.. Member Aschwanden seconded the motion which was voted on and did not attain the necessary six votes.  The vote was 5-3 in favor.

Action:  Member Noonan moved to adopt the following action:

The State Board of Education (SBE) moves to take the following individual actions for 97 local educational agencies (LEAs) in federal Program Improvement (PI) Corrective Action pursuant to the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 (20 U.S. C. Sce. 6301 et seq.): 

· Recommendation 1: Assign Corrective Action F to each PI LEA in Corrective  Action:“Instituting and fully implementing a new curriculum that is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including providing appropriate professional development based on scientifically-based research for all relevant staff, that offers substantial promise of improving educational achievement for high priority pupils.” California Education Code (EC) Section 52055.57(c)(1)(F) 

· Recommendation 2: Require each LEA to amend its LEA Plan or Plan Addendum identifying objectives and action steps to fully implement the corrective action and bring LEA Plans and LEA Plan Addendums to the SBE for review at the July 2008 meeting. 

· Recommendation 3: Require Coachella Valley Unified School District (CVUSD) which accepted a supplemental grant in 2005 and in consideration agreed to only the harshest sanctions under federal law, to also contract with a SBE-appointed trustee to undertake prescribed duties. 

· Recommendation 4: Reserve the right for the SBE to modify corrective actions for PI LEAs in Corrective Action at any time. 

· Recommendation 5: Direct CDE and SBE staff to create interim progress benchmarks and a reporting mechanism back to SBE for review once per year. 

No Child Left Behind Required Technical Assistance 

Consistent with federal law requiring ongoing technical assistance, the SBE moves to take the following individual actions to provide technical assistance for each LEA to assist the LEA in implementing the assigned sanction, and documenting planned activities and progress on an online CDE Web site: 

· Require 6 LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to individually contract with an SBE-assigned county office of education or other assistance provider approved by the CDE to analyze the capacities of the district including, but not limited to, fiscal, governance, and academic- especially those facing EL and students with disabilities and report to the board by its July 2008 meeting with recommendations for corrective action. 

· Require 38 LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to individually contract with an approved DAIT or other intervention team approved by the CDE to analyze the capacities of the district including, but not limited to, fiscal, governance, and academic- especially those facing EL and students with disabilities and report to the board by its July 2008 meeting with recommendations for corrective action; make recommendations to improve student achievement; and provide the LEA with technical assistance to fully implement the corrective action and any recommendations made by the DAIT or other intervention team approved by the CDE. The school district shall have the opportunity to appeal the recommendations of the DAIT team or other intervention team approved by the CDE to the SBE by an appeal process developed by the CDE and approved by the Board. 

· Require 44 LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to use state-identified PI instruments to analyze LEA needs and access technical assistance to fully implement the sanction and remove barriers to student achievement that led to LEA advancement in PI. 

· Require seven LEAs as identified in Attachment 3 to address the specific reasons the LEA failed to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) targets. 

· Require the Orange County Office of Education to address the reasons the LEA      failed to make AYP targets. 

Member Bloom seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0.

Action:  With regard to the appointment of a trustee for Coachella, Member Williams moved to 

· approve Kenneth Young as trustee for Coachella
.
CDE staff asked about the DAIT for Coachella and President Mitchell affirmed that the Board had adopted the staff recommendation related to Coachella, including the DAIT.

Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 22
Subject: High Priority Schools grant Program:  Status Report on State-Monitored Schools After Two Data Points

Type of Action:  
This item provides an evaluation of High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) state-monitored schools that have failed to achieve significant growth after two data points. Department staff provided three different recommendations for the six schools 
that fall into this category. These schools have been assigned SAITs for the past two years. The Board reserves the right to impose other interventions upon any HPSGP school that didn’t make progress in exiting the program after two years of being state-monitored. 
This mid-way check point while the schools are in the SAIT process is meant to provide the Board with the ability to evaluate whether the current providers are sufficiently performing their function on behalf of these schools and whether the schools are using the funds funded by the state to make the improvements they’ve promised
Action:  Member Williams moved to
· Review the status of High Priority Schools Grant Program (HPSGP) state-monitored schools that have failed to achieve significant growth after two data points and adopt staff recommendations as described in the Summary of Key Issues.
Member Bloom seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0.
______________________________________________________________________

Item 26
Subject: Appeal of a decision of the Los Angeles County Committee on School District Organization denying a petition to transfer territory from the San Gabriel Unified School District to the San Marino Unified School District in Los Angeles County.
Type of Action: Action, Information 
CDE staff indicated that the school districts, the county, and CDE – agree that the territory should not be transferred and all recommend against the appeal.
Action:  Member Noonan moved to
· Affirm the action of the Los Angeles County Committee (LACC) on School District Organization by adopting the proposed resolution in Attachment 2, thereby denying the appeal.
Member Chan seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 9-0.
______________________________________________________________________
Item 27
Subject: Appeal of the Findings of the Ventura County Committee on School District Organization Pursuant to Education Code Section 35711 in the Matter of the Proposed Formation of a Camarillo Unified School District.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
______________________________________________________________________

Item 28
Subject: Appeal by the Oxnard Union High School District of the Ventura County Committee on School District Organization Action to Approve the Unification of the Pleasant Valley and Somis Union School Districts under the Provisions of California Education Code Sections 35800 et seq.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
The issues in this matter, involving both Item 27 and 28, revolve around the actions of the Ventura County Committee on School District (County Committee) in its approval of a proposal to form a new unified school district from two elementary component districts (Pleasant Valley and Somis Union) of the Oxnard Union High School District (OUHSD).  These two component elementary districts primarily serve the City of Camarillo in Ventura County.  The County Committee took a number of actions regarding the proposed unification.  Those actions include (1) finding that the unification proposal does not promote segregation in the affected districts, and (2) establishing the Pleasant Valley and Somis Union school districts as the election area for the vote on the unification proposal.

Items 27 and 28 are separate appeal processes.  Department staff described for the board the appeal process mechanics for each.  The first process allows any individual to appeal one of three specific actions of the County Committee, including the determination of whether the proposal promotes segregation.  Item 27 is an appeal filed by 11 individuals in the Camarillo area of the County Committee finding that the unification proposal does not promote segregation in the affected school districts.  

The second appeal process allows any of the affected districts to appeal a much broader scope of actions of the County Committee.  Item 28 is such an appeal, filed by the OUHSD, and addresses seven separate actions of the County Committee, including (1) the determination that the proposed unification will not promote segregation and (2) the establishment of the Pleasant Valley and Somis Union school districts as the election area for the proposal.

There was extensive testimony by proponents and opponents of both appeals.

Action:  Member Bersin moved to
· Affirm the finding of the County Committee that the proposed unification will not promote racial or ethnic discrimination or segregation.

· Affirm the action of the County Committee to approve the proposed unification, but expand the election area so that the unification vote includes all the voters of Oxnard, as well as Pleasant Valley and Somis.
Member Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by a vote of 7-2.
______________________________________________________________________

Approval of Minutes – 

Action:  Member Chan moved to 

· Approve the minutes from the Board’s July, 2007, September, 2007, November, 2007, and January 2008 regularly scheduled Board meetings, and the minutes from the Board’s subcommittee meeting held on September 6, 2007. The Board delegates to CDE and the President of the Board the ability to make technical corrections.

Member Mitchell seconded the motion.  The motion  was approved by a vote of 9-0.
______________________________________________________________________________
***ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING***
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