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Wednesday, July 16, 2008

Members Present

Alan Bersin
Ruth Bloom

Yvonne Chan

Gregory Jones (by phone)

Monica Liu

David Lopez

Ted Mitchell 

Ken Noonan 

Johnathan Williams
Members Absent

Jim Aschwanden
Don Fisher
Secretary and Executive Officer

Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Principal Staff

Marsha Bedwell, General Counsel, California Department of Education

Jaime Hastings, Staff Services Analyst, California Department of Education 

Jennifer Johnson, Education Policy Consultant, State Board of Education 

Bob LaLiberte, Special Consultant, State Board of Education

Debora Merle, Executive Director, State Board of Education
Gavin Payne, Chief Deputy Superintendent, California Department of Education
Debbie Rury, Deputy Executive Director, State Board of Education 

Michelle Zumot, Education Policy Assistant, California Department of Education
President Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:08 A.M. 

Member Liu led the Pledge of Allegiance 

Report on actions 
President Mitchell welcomed Debbie Rury in her new role as the Deputy Director of the State Board of Education. Aurora Carlson is back as the SBE’s summer intern. In addition, Donna Neville will join the SBE as chief counsel on July 14, 2008. 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
Superintendent O’Connell did not have any items in which to report. 
AGENDA ITEMS
Item 1
Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES.

Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items, and officer elections; State Board office budget, staffing, appointments, and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; update on litigation; bylaw review and revision; Board Liaison Reports; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action:  Action, Information
President Mitchell informed board members, Superintendent O’Connell and the public that he was in receipt of a letter from Senator Carol Migden. Senator Migden sought clarification regarding some of the elements of SB 319. Scott Hannan, CDE School Fiscal Services Division Director provided historical content on this issue. According to Mr. Hannan the issue concerns revenue limit calculations for conversion charter schools. President Mitchell noted that the CDE is prepared to work with the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools to review a body of rules. Mr. Hannan noted that he will provide a progress report at the September board meeting.  
ACTION: Member Williams moved to direct the Advisory Commission on Charter Schools and the California Department of Education to convene a group of stakeholders to draft regulations related to Senate Bill 319 sections (c) – (e). The draft should be reviewed by the ACCS in August and submitted to the SBE in September. Member Bersin seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 9-0 vote. Members Aschwanden and Fisher were not available for the vote. 

Item 2

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT.  

Public comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda.  Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.

Type of Action:  Information

Public comment was received from Deborah Keys, Executive Committee Member, Voices for African American Students. Ms. Keys thanked the SBE for their lead in reviving the ELAC but stressed the need for an African American advisory committee. 

No action was taken on this item.
Item 3

Subject: Mathematics and Reading Professional Development Program, Senate Bill 472 (Chapter 524, Statutes of 2006): Approval of Training Providers and Training Curricula.

Type of Action: Action, Information

ACTION: Member Chan moved to approve the training providers and training curricula. Member Williams seconded the motion. The motion was approved by an 8-0 vote. Members Aschwanden, Bloom and Fisher were not available for the vote. 
Item 4

Subject: Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR): “Revised General Mathematics Blueprint”      

Type of Action: Action, Information

CDE Deputy Superintendent of Assessment & Accountability Deborah Sigman presented on this item. According to Ms. Sigman, last March the SBE unanimously approved a contract amendment with ETS to move forward to develop a new test to substitute for the general math exam which was found to be out of compliance because it tested sixth and seventh grade standards for eighth grade students.

Public comment was received from Russlynn Ali, The Education Trust-West; Rae Belisle, EdVoice; Glee Johnson; Dr. Charles T. Munger, Jr.; Sara Carrins, Ed.D., Downey Unified School District; Holly Jacobson, California School Boards Association; Sherry Skelly Griffith, Association of California School Administrators; Jim Lanich, California Business for Education Excellence; representative, Voices for African American Students; Doug McRae; Edward Marquez, Sacramento City Unified School District; Curtis Washington, California Teachers Association; Graciela Albiar-Gates, Sacramento City Unified School District; and Shelly Kriegler, UCLA 

ACTION: Member Lopez moved to table this item to the July board meeting. Member Williams seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 6-0 vote. Members Aschwanden, Bersin, Bloom, Fisher and Noonan were not available for the vote. 
Item W-1
Subject: Request by Monterey County Office of Education to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 5020 the public election requirement for the adoption of new trustee areas for Monterey Peninsula Community College District.
Waiver Number: 59-2-2008
(Recommended for DENIAL)

Type of Action: Action
This item was initially presented at last May’s board meeting but no vote was taken on this motion due to a lack of quorum. Each side presented on this item for 10 minutes. Supporting statements were made on behalf of both parties before board discussion. 

ACTION: Member Williams moved to approve the waiver. Member Chan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a vote of 7-2. Members Aschwanden and Fisher were not available for the vote. 

Item W-2
Subject: Request by Simi Valley Unified School District to waive California Education Code (EC) Section 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students graduating in the 2007-08 school year be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation for one special education student based on EC section 56101, the special education waiver authority. 
Waiver Number: 38-4-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action

ACTION: Member Noonan moved to approve staff recommendations. Member Chan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by an 8-0 vote. Members Bersin, Bloom and Fisher were not available for the vote. 
Item WC-1
Subject: Request by Grossmont Union High School District to renew a waiver of California Education Code (EC) Section 52522(b) to increase from five percent to seven percent the proportion of their adult education state block entitlement that may be used to implement approved Adult Education Innovation and Alternative Instructional Delivery Programs.

Waiver Number: 25-3-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action, Consent
ACTION: Member Noonan moved, as part of the waiver consent calendar, to approve the waiver request. Member Chan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by an 8-3 vote. Member Aschwanden, Bloom and Fisher were not available for the vote. 
Item WC-2
Subject: Request by Claremont Unified School District to waive California Education Code 56362(c), allowing the caseload of the resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum).  Jeanne Avera assigned at Mountain View Elementary School.
Waiver Number: 13-4-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

Type of Action: Action
ACTION: Member Noonan moved, as part of the waiver consent calendar, to approve staff recommendations. Member Chan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by an 8-3 vote. Member Aschwanden, Bloom and Fisher were not available for the vote. 
Item WC-3
Subject: Request by Bellflower Unified School District under the authority of California Education Code (EC) Section 49548 to waive EC Section 49550, the State Meal Mandate during the Summer School Session for Albert Baxter Elementary, Craig Williams Elementary, Ernie Pyle Elementary, Esther Lindstrom Elementary, Frank E. Woodruff Elementary, Intensive Learning Center, Las Flores Elementary, Ramona Elementary, Stephen Foster Elementary, Thomas Jefferson Elementary, Washington Elementary, and Somerset High School.
Waiver Number: 15-5-2008
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

Type of Action: Action
ACTION: Member Noonan moved, as part of the waiver consent calendar, to approve the waiver request. Member Chan seconded the motion. The motion was approved by an 8-3 vote. Member Aschwanden, Bloom and Fisher were not available for the vote. 
***ADJOURNMENT OF DAY’S SESSION***
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