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California State Board of Education
Final Minutes 
January 14, 2026
Members Present
· Cynthia Glover Woods, Vice President
· Francisco Escobedo 
· Kim Pattillo Brownson
· Gabriela Orozco-Gonzalez
· Sharon Olken
· [bookmark: _Hlk115356830]Alison Yoshimoto-Towery
· Vanessa Ejike, Student Member
Secretary & Executive Officer
· Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Members Participating Remotely
· Linda Darling-Hammond, President 
· James J. McQuillen
· Haydee Rodriguez
Members Absent
· Brenda Lewis
Principal Staff
· Brooks Allen, Executive Director, State Board of Education (SBE)
· Katie Hardeman, Chief Deputy Executive Director, SBE
· Lisa Constancio, Senior Deputy Director, SBE
· Kirin Gill, Chief Counsel, SBE
· Alex Traverso, Communications Director, SBE
· Rigel Massaro, Deputy Legal Counsel and Deputy Policy Director, SBE
· Laura Rodriguez, Senior Policy Director, SBE
· Audrey Boochever, Senior Policy Director, SBE
· Debra Brown, Senior Policy Advisor, SBE
· Kate Dove, Policy Director, SBE
· Michelle Valdivia, Assistant Policy Director, SBE
· Aileen Allison-Zarea, Education Administrator I, SBE
· Lindsay Valle, Education Administrator I, SBE
· Amy Bubbico, Supervisor I, SBE
· Lisa Hopkins, Analyst II, SBE
· Haley Gordon, Analyst II, SBE
· David Schapira, Chief Deputy Superintendent, California Department of Education (CDE)
· Ingrid Roberson, Chief Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Len Garfinkel, General Counsel, CDE
· Abel Guillen, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Erika Torres, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· William McGee, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Alex Moos, Education Policy Administrator I, CDE
Please note that the complete proceedings of the January 14, 2026 State Board of Education meeting, including closed-captioning, are available online at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/sbewebcastarchive.asp 


California State Board of Education
Public Session January 14, 2026
Wednesday, January 14, 2026 – 8:30 a.m. Pacific Time ±
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Room 1101
Sacramento, California 95814
· Call to Order
· Salute to the Flag
· Communications
· Announcements
· Special Presentations
· Public notice is hereby given that special presentations for informational purposes may take place during this session. 
· Agenda Items
· Day’s Adjournment
Vice President Glover Woods called the meeting to order at approximately 8:39 a.m.
Vice President Glover Woods ceremonially administered the oath of office to Member Orozco-Gonzalez.
SBE Executive Director Brooks Allen ceremonially administered the oath of office to Member Glover Woods.
[bookmark: _Hlk145488681]AGENDA ITEMS 
Item 01
[bookmark: _Hlk145518236]Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES. Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items; and officer nominations and/or elections; State Board appointments and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; Bylaw review and revision; Board policy; approval of minutes; Board President and liaison reports; training of Board members; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: 
· Election of Officers
· State Superintendent of Public Instruction Report
· State Board of Education President’s Report
ACTION 1: Election of President: Member Glover Woods moved to nominate Linda Darling-Hammond to the office of president for 2026.
Member Yoshimoto-Towery seconded the motion.
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes.
ACTION 2: Election of Vice President: Member Escobedo moved to nominate Cynthia Glover Woods to the office of vice president for 2026.
Member Orozco-Gonzalez seconded the motion.
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes.
[bookmark: _Hlk92958386]Item 02
Subject: Update on the Implementation of the Integrated Local, State, and Federal Accountability and Continuous Improvement System: Study Session on the College/Career Indicator.
Type of Action: Information
[bookmark: _Hlk115337740][bookmark: _Hlk201570780]Recommendation: No specific action is recommended at this time.
[bookmark: _Hlk208399327]ACTION: No Action Taken. 

[bookmark: _Hlk182304213][bookmark: _Hlk187671370]Item 03
Subject: 2026 United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP): Recognition of California’s Selected Student Delegates and Alternates.
[bookmark: _Hlk115337826]Type of Action: Information
[bookmark: _Hlk156292116]Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE President and the SSPI present the 2026 USSYP and recognize the 2026 delegates Cindy Chen and Gabrielle Listana and alternates Leanne Fan and Jerry Yang.
ACTION: No Action Taken.
REGULAR CONSENT ITEMS
(Item 04 – Item 12)
Item 04
Subject: The 2026 English Language Arts/English Language Development Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption: Requests for Reduction of the Publisher and Content Developer Participation Fee.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the proposed fee reduction or denial for each publisher and content developer request, as listed in the 2026 ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption Publisher Fee Reduction Requests (Attachment 1).
ACTION: No Action Taken.
Item 05
Subject: The 2026 English Language Arts/English Language Development Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption: Appointment of Reviewers and Approval of California Department of Education Facilitators.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The IQC recommends that the SBE take the following action: appoint IMRs and CREs for the 2026 English Language Arts/English Language Development (ELA/ELD) Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption as recommended by the IQC and identified in Attachment 1.
The CDE recommends that the SBE take the following action: approve CDE staff and former Commissioners of the IQC, identified in Attachment 2, to serve as potential facilitators during the 2026 ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption deliberations.
Item 06
Subject: Approval of 2025–26 Consolidated Applications.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the 2025–26 ConApps submitted by LEAs in Attachment 1.
Item 07
Subject: California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress and English Language Proficiency Assessments for California: Revised Determination of the Release of the 10 Percent Withheld from the Educational Testing Service Contract for Fiscal Year 2024–25.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends releasing $8,919,989.67 to ETS from funds withheld during FY 2024–25 for the successful completion of component tasks as stated within the contract scope of work (SOW) under contract number (CN) 220002. The details per task by administration for FY 2024–25 are listed in Attachment 2.
[bookmark: _Hlk213078557]Item 08
Subject: Update to the Development Timeline for the Personal Finance Curriculum Guide.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the updates to the Development Timeline for the 2026 Personal Finance Curriculum Guide.
Item 09
Subject: Consideration of a Retroactive Determination of Funding Request as Required for a Nonclassroom-Based Charter School Pursuant to California Education Code Sections 47612.5 and 47634.2, and Associated California Code of Regulations, Title 5.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the determination of funding request from Elk Grove Charter for 100 percent funding for two years, as specified in Attachment 1.
Item 10
Subject: Reconsideration of a Nonclassroom-Based Funding Determination for a Charter School Pursuant to California Education Code Sections 47612.5 and 47634.2, and Associated California Code of Regulations, Title 5
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve Santa Rosa Academy’s reconsideration request to increase the charter school’s current funding determination from 70 percent to 100 percent for the period of FY 2024–25 through 2025–26, as specified in Attachment 1.
Item 11
Subject: Assignment of Charter School Numbers to Newly Established Charter Schools, Pursuant to California Education Code Section 47602.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE assign charter numbers to the charter schools identified in Attachment 1.
Item 12
Subject: State Educational Agency Approval of the 2025–26 Local Educational Agency Comprehensive Support and Improvement Plans Authorized Under the Every Student Succeeds Act Section 1111(d).
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE take action to approve the CSI plans for the 2025–26 school year (SY) for the LEAs listed in Attachment 1.
ACTION: Member Escobedo moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for all regular items on consent (Item 04 – Item 12).

Member Olken seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Members Darling-Hammond and Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 9 votes. 
END OF REGULAR CONSENT ITEMS
[bookmark: _Hlk208215185]REGULAR ITEMS CONTINUED
Item 13
Subject: Update on the Implementation of the Integrated Local, State, and Federal Accountability and Continuous Improvement System: Review of the 2025 California School Dashboard and 2024–25 Data Release, and Approval of the 2026 Accountability Workplan.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE provide guidance and approve the 2026 Accountability Workplan.
ACTION: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the workplan (as is written), with the following clarifications:
· Ensure the October 2026 Dashboard displays trends in student performance at all four performance levels, and a link to the LEA/school's CAASPP page
· Ensure that the October 2026 Dashboard uses the term Distance from Proficiency Standard rather than Distance from Standard
· Examine how we might move to a clearer metric than Distance from Standard using a positive point scale on the 2027 Dashboard
· Evaluate and, as needed, undertake potential changes to California’s Every Student Succeeds Act State Plan. 
Member Darling-Hammond seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
WAIVERS/ACTION AND CONSENT ITEMS
(W-01 through W-06)
The following agenda items include waivers that are proposed for consent and those waivers scheduled for separate action because CDE staff may have recommended denial or determined that they may present new or unusual issues. Waivers proposed for consent are so indicated on each waiver’s agenda item; however, any board member may remove a waiver from proposed consent and the item may be heard individually. Action different from that recommended by CDE staff may be taken.
COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOLS (CDS) (Minimum School Day)
Item W-01 General
Subject: Request by the Gateway Unified School District to retroactively waive portions of California Education Code Section 48663(a), relating to community day school minimum instructional minutes.
Waiver Number: 3-8-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

FEDERAL PROGRAM WAIVER (Carl D. Perkins Voc and Tech Ed Act)
Item W-02 Federal
[bookmark: Text12]Subject: Request by five school districts for a waiver of Section 131(c)(1) of the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115–224).
Waiver Numbers: 
· Aromas-San Juan Unified Fed-10-2025
· Klamath-Trinity Joint Unified Fed-11-2025
· Los Angeles Academy of Arts and Enterprise Fed-14-2025
· Middletown Unified Fed-9-2025
· Stony Creek Joint Unified Fed-13-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Algebra I Requirement for Graduation)
Item W-03 Specific
[bookmark: _Hlk112830206]Subject: Request by the Chowchilla Union High School District to waive California Education Code Section 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students graduating in the 2025–26 school year be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation. The waiver applies to eight students with disabilities based on California Education Code Section 56101, the special education waiver authority.
Waiver Number: 6-9-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Child Specific/ NPA or NPS Certification)

Item W-04 Specific
[bookmark: _Hlk50218075]Subject: Request by the Lighthouse Community Public Schools to waive California Education Code Section 56366(d), the requirement for state certification, to allow the use of federal and state special education funds for the placement of one elementary student with disabilities at the Moonridge Academy Residential Treatment Center, an uncertified nonpublic school for students with disabilities with a residential treatment center in Cedar City, Utah.
Waiver Number: 1-8-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BONDS (Bond Indebtedness Limit - Non-Unified)
Item W-05 General
[bookmark: _Hlk124316660]Subject: Request by two local educational agencies to waive California Education Code sections 15102, 15268, 15106, and 15270(a) to allow the districts to exceed their bonded indebtedness limits. Total bonded indebtedness may not exceed 1.25 percent of the taxable assessed valuation of property for elementary or high school districts and 2.50 percent of the taxable assessed valuation of property for unified school districts. Depending on the type of bond, a tax rate levy limit of $30 per $100,000 of assessed value for elementary or high school districts and $60 per $100,000 of assessed value for unified school districts may also apply.
Waiver Numbers: 
· Delhi Unified School District 8-9-2025
· El Monte City School District 7-9-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SALE OR LEASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY (Lease of Surplus Property)
Item W-06 General
Subject: Request by three local educational agencies to waive California Education Code sections specific to statutory provisions for the sale or lease of surplus property.
Waiver Numbers: 
· Capistrano Unified School District 3-9-2025
· Eureka City Schools 2-8-2025
· Savanna School District 7-7-2025 & 8-7-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

ACTION: Member Olken moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for each waiver item on consent (W-01 through W-06). 

Member Ejike seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
END OF WAIVER CONSENT ITEMS
REGULAR ITEMS CONTINUED
Item 14
Subject: California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on the Curriculum Embedded Performance Tasks in Science Bank.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: This is an information item only.
ACTION: No Action Taken.
[bookmark: _Hlk213842995][bookmark: _Hlk218595117]Item 15
Subject: State Annual Performance Report for Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 covering program year 2024–25.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: The CDE recommends the SBE review and approve the Executive Summary of the FFY 2024 APR for Part B of the IDEA covering program year 2024–25 as prepared by the Special Education Division (SED).

ACTION: Member Yoshimoto-Towery moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation. 

Member Olken seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Members Darling-Hammond and Lewis 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 9 votes. 
Item 16
Subject: Supporting Priority School Districts Program - Approve the Commencement of a 45-Day Public Comment Period for Proposed Amendments to California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Chapter 1, Subchapter 1.7, Section 14050.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: The CDE recommends the SBE take the following actions:
· Approve the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (Notice)
· Approve the Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR)
· Approve the proposed regulations
· Direct the CDE to commence the rulemaking process
· Authorize the CDE to take any necessary action to respond to any direction or concern expressed by the Office of Administrative Law during its review of the Notice, ISOR, and proposed regulations
ACTION: Member Pattillo Brownson moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation. 

Member Orozco-Gonzalez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Members Darling-Hammond and Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 9 votes. 
Re-Open Item 01
Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES. 
Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items; and officer nominations and/or elections; State Board appointments and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; Bylaw review and revision; Board policy; approval of minutes; Board President and liaison reports; training of Board members; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: 
· Approve the Draft Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Meeting Minutes for the November 5-6, 2025, meeting.
· Board Member liaison reports. 
ACTION: Member Yoshimoto-Towery moved to approve the Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Meeting Minutes for the November 5-6, 2025 meeting.
Member Orozco-Gonzalez seconded the motion.
Yes votes: Members Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Members Darling-Hammond and Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 9 votes.
Item 17
Subject: GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT.
Public Comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda. Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.
Type of Action: Information
Recommendation: This item is for information only. 
ACTION: No Action Taken.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING
Vice President Glover Woods adjourned the meeting at approximately 4:17 p.m.
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