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Members Present
· Linda Darling-Hammond, President 
· Cynthia Glover Woods, Vice President
· Francisco Escobedo 
· Gabriela Orozco-Gonzalez 
· Brenda Lewis
· Kim Pattillo Brownson
· Sharon Olken
· Haydee Rodriguez
· [bookmark: _Hlk115356830]Alison Yoshimoto-Towery
· Vanessa Ejike, Student Member
Secretary & Executive Officer
· Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Members Participating Remotely
· James J. McQuillen
Members Absent
· None
Principal Staff
· Brooks Allen, Executive Director, State Board of Education (SBE)
· Katie Hardeman, Chief Deputy Executive Director, SBE
· Lisa Constancio, Senior Deputy Director, SBE
· Kirin Gill, Chief Counsel, SBE
· Alex Traverso, Communications Director, SBE
· Laura Rodriguez, Senior Policy Director, SBE
· Audrey Boochever, Senior Policy Director, SBE
· Debra Brown, Senior Policy Advisor, SBE
· Kate Dove, Policy Director, SBE
· Michelle Valdivia, Assistant Policy Director, SBE
· Aileen Allison-Zarea, Education Administrator I, SBE
· Lindsay Valle, Education Administrator I, SBE
· Amy Bubbico, Supervisor I, SBE
· Lisa Hopkins, Analyst II, SBE
· Haley Gordon, Analyst II, SBE
· Ingrid Roberson, Chief Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Len Garfinkel, General Counsel, CDE
· Abel Guillen, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Mary Nicely, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Erika Torres, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Alex Moos, Education Policy Administrator I, CDE
Please note that the complete proceedings of the July 8, 2026 State Board of Education meeting, including closed-captioning, are available online at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/sbewebcastarchive.asp 


California State Board of Education
Public Session July 8, 2026
Wednesday, July 8, 2026 – 8:30 a.m. Pacific Time ±
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Room 1101
Sacramento, California 95814
· Call to Order
· Salute to the Flag
· Communications
· Announcements
· Special Presentations
· Public notice is hereby given that special presentations for informational purposes may take place during this session. 
· Agenda Items
· Day’s Adjournment
President Darling-Hammond called the meeting to order at approximately 8:34 a.m.
At approximately 8:39 a.m., President Darling-Hammond announced that the board would adjourn to closed session pursuant to Government Code section 11126(e), to decide whether there is a significant exposure to litigation, and to consider and act in connection with a matter for which there is a significant exposure to litigation.
REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION
At approximately 8:55 a.m., President Darling-Hammond announced that during closed session, the board, pursuant to Government Code section 11126(e), met to decide whether there is a significant exposure to litigation, and to consider and act in connection with a matter for which there is a significant exposure to litigation.
[bookmark: _Hlk145488681]AGENDA ITEMS
Item 01
[bookmark: _Hlk145518236]Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES. Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items; and officer nominations and/or elections; State Board appointments and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; Bylaw review and revision; Board policy; approval of minutes; Board President and liaison reports; training of Board members; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: 
· State Superintendent of Public Instruction Report
· State Board of Education President’s Report
ACTION: No Action Taken.
[bookmark: _Hlk92958386]Item 02
Subject: California's Differentiated Assistance and Statewide System of Support: Adoption of New Performance Criteria for Determining Differentiated Assistance and Direct Technical Assistance Eligibility.
Type of Action: Action, Information
[bookmark: _Hlk115337740][bookmark: _Hlk201570780]Recommendation: It is recommended that the SBE adopt the Differentiated Assistance (DA) eligibility criteria outlined in Scenario B, with a modification for using the red as well as orange performance level for the English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI) for the English Learner (EL) and Long-Term English Learner (LTEL) student groups.
Additionally, it is further recommended that the SBE:
· To the extent feasible by statute, add a new student group, All Students, to the DA eligibility criteria.
· Adopt Science, English Language Arts (ELA) Growth and Mathematics (Math) Growth as full state indicators within LCFF Priority Area 4- Student Achievement, starting with the 2026 Dashboard.
· Incorporate Science, ELA Growth, and Math Growth data in DA eligibility beginning in 2029, with analysis of options for including ELA and Math Growth data in the 2027 and 2028 workplans, as additional years of ELA and Math Growth data become available.
· Evaluate the inclusion of Science, ELA Growth, and Math Growth indicators into the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) support eligibility criteria for consideration following the 2026 identification cycle.
As a result of the Budget Act of 2026 and contingent upon enactment of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill, there is an additional recommendation to the SBE as specified in the Item Addendum: 
· Direct the CDE to annually publish a file of LEAs that meet the SBE’s new DA criteria based on one year of Dashboard data, for the purpose of prioritizing Universal Assistance, consistent with proposed EC Section 52064.5(h)(2).
For Direct Technical Assistance (DTA) eligibility criteria, it is recommended that the SBE adopt the following to the extent feasible by statute:
· Maintain the existing DTA criteria, as applied pursuant to EC Section 52072 and 52072.5.
· Evaluate DTA criteria options in 2027, with the goal of aligning DTA with the new DA framework as a clearly defined escalation for districts needing more intensive support, to provide the statutorily-required recommendations to the Legislature no later than May 15, 2029.
Further, it is recommended that the SBE:
· Evaluate options for Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) federal and state eligibility criteria for implementation for the next DA eligibility cycle, beginning in 2029.
ACTION 1: Member Escobedo moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations to:
· Adopt the Differentiated Assistance (DA) eligibility criteria outlined in Scenario B, with a modification for using the red as well as orange performance level for the English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI) for the English Learner (EL) and Long-Term English Learner (LTEL) student groups.
· To the extent feasible by statute, add a new student group, All Students, to the DA eligibility criteria.
· Adopt Science, English Language Arts (ELA) Growth and Mathematics (Math) Growth as full state indicators within LCFF Priority Area 4- Student Achievement, starting with the 2026 Dashboard
· Incorporate Science, ELA Growth, and Math Growth data in DA eligibility beginning in 2029, with analysis of options for including ELA and Math Growth data in the 2027 and 2028 workplans, as additional years of ELA and Math Growth data become available
· Evaluate the inclusion of Science, ELA Growth, and Math Growth indicators into the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) support eligibility criteria for consideration following the 2026 identification cycle.

Member Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
[bookmark: _Hlk208399327]ACTION 2: Member Olken moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations, for Direct Technical Assistance (DTA) eligibility criteria, to adopt the following to the extent feasible by statute:
· Maintain the existing DTA criteria, as applied pursuant to EC Section 52072 and 52072.5.
· Evaluate DTA criteria options in 2027, with the goal of aligning DTA with the new DA framework as a clearly defined escalation for districts needing more intensive support, to provide the statutorily-required recommendations to the Legislature no later than May 15, 2029.

Member Orozco-Gonzalez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
ACTION 3: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation to evaluate options for Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) federal and state eligibility criteria for implementation for the next DA eligibility cycle, beginning in 2029.

Member Ejike seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
ACTION 4: Member Lewis moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation to direct the CDE to annually publish a file of LEAs that meet the SBE’s new DA criteria based on one year of Dashboard data, for the purpose of prioritizing Universal Assistance, consistent with proposed EC Section 52064.5(h)(2), contingent upon enactment of the Education Omnibus Trailer Bill, there is an additional recommendation to the SBE as specified in the Item Addendum

Member Ejike seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
REGULAR CONSENT ITEMS
(Item 03 – Item 06)

Item 03
Subject: Special Education Early Start Eligibility Criteria Alignment- Approve Adoption of Proposed Amendments to California Code of Regulations, Title 5, sections 3030 and 3031.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends the SBE take the following actions:
· Approve the Final Statement of Reasons
· Adopt the proposed regulations 
· Direct the CDE to submit the rulemaking file to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for approval
· Authorize the CDE to take any necessary ministerial action to respond to any direction or concern expressed by the OAL during its review of the rulemaking file
[bookmark: _Hlk182304213][bookmark: _Hlk187671370]Item 04
Subject: School Accountability Report Card: Approval of the Template for the 2025–26 School Accountability Report Card.
[bookmark: _Hlk115337826]Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
[bookmark: _Hlk156292116]Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the SARC template for the 2025-26 school year. 
Item 05
Subject: Consideration of Determination of Funding Requests as Required for Nonclassroom-Based Charter Schools Pursuant to California Education Code Sections 47612.5 and 47634.2, and Associated California Code of Regulations, Title 5.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the determination of funding requests from three charter schools at their requested levels of funding and for the time periods as specified in Attachment 1.
Item 06
Subject: Assignment of Charter School Numbers to Newly Established Charter Schools, Pursuant to California Education Code Section 47602.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE assign charter numbers to the charter schools identified in Attachment 1.
ACTION: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for each regular item on consent (Item 03 through Item 06).

Member Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
END OF REGULAR CONSENT ITEMS
[bookmark: _Hlk208215185]REGULAR ITEMS CONTINUED
Item 07
Subject: Appeal of the Denial of a Petition for the Renewal of a Charter School Pursuant to California Education Code Section 47605(k)(2): Consideration of Evidence to Hear or Summarily Deny the Appeal of Aspire Golden State College Preparatory Academy, which was denied by the Governing Board of the Oakland Unified School District and the Alameda County Board of Education.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: The CDE recommends the SBE summarily deny the GSP appeal. This recommendation is based upon the CDE’s review of the written appeal submitted by the Charter School and the documentary record, which did not set out sufficient evidence to hear the appeal.
ACTION: Member Lewis moved to hear the appeal of Aspire Golden State College Preparatory Academy. 

Member Olken seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: Members Ejike and Orozco-Gonzalez
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: Member Pattillo Brownson
The motion passed with 8 votes. 
PUBLIC HEARING
[bookmark: _Hlk213078557]Item 08
Subject: Appeal of the Denial of a Petition for the Renewal of a Charter School Pursuant to California Education Code Section 47605(k)(2)(E): Review of the Appeal and Documentary Record, and Decision to Affirm or Reverse the Oakland Unified School District’s and the Alameda County Board of Education’s Determinations of the Aspire Golden State College Preparatory Academy.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Public Hearing
Recommendation: The CDE recommends the SBE affirm both the District’s and the County’s determinations to deny the GSP charter renewal petition.
Based on a review of the appeal and the documentary record, the CDE concludes that both the OUSD and the ACBOE made written factual findings, supported by evidence in the record, in accordance with EC Section 47607.2. Further, the appeal and documentary record do not demonstrate that either the District’s or the County’s decisions to deny GSP’s renewal petition were the result of any abuse of discretion.
President Darling-Hammond opened the public hearing at 1:33 p.m.
President Darling-Hammond closed the public hearing at 2:21 p.m.
ACTION: Member Escobedo moved to take no action. 

Member Yoshimoto-Towery seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: Members Orozco-Gonzalez and Rodriguez
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: Member Glover Woods
Recusals: Member Pattillo Brownson
The motion passed with 7 votes. 
END OF PUBLIC HEARING
WAIVERS/ACTION AND CONSENT ITEMS
(W-01 through W-05)
The following agenda items include waivers that are proposed for consent and those waivers scheduled for separate action because CDE staff may have recommended denial or determined that they may present new or unusual issues. Waivers proposed for consent are so indicated on each waiver’s agenda item; however, any board member may remove a waiver from proposed consent and the item may be heard individually. Action different from that recommended by CDE staff may be taken.


SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Educational Interpreter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing)
Item W-01 General
Subject: Request by Shasta County Office of Education to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3051.16(c), the requirement that educational interpreters for Deaf and Hard of Hearing pupils meet minimum qualifications to allow Jessica Walker to continue to provide services to students until June 30, 2026, under a remediation plan to complete those minimum requirements.
Waiver Number: 9-12-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Resource Teacher Caseload)
Item W-02 Specific
Subject: Request by the Pleasant Ridge Union Elementary School District to waive Education Code Section 56362(c), allowing the caseload of one resource specialists to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than four students (32 maximum).
Waiver Number: 8-2-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Child Specific/ NPA or NPS Certification)
Item W-03 Specific
Subject: Request by Scotts Valley Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 56366(d), the requirement for state certification, to allow the use of federal and state special education funds for the placement of one high school student with disabilities at the Melmark School Residential Treatment Center, an uncertified nonpublic school for students with disabilities with a residential treatment center in Berwyn, Pennsylvania.
Waiver Number: 4-2-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SCHOOL DISTRICT REORGANIZATION (60 day Requirement to Fill Board Vacancy)
Item W-04 General
Subject: Request by Burrel Union Elementary School District to waive portions of California Education Code section 5091, which requires the board of trustees to make an appointment to fill a vacant board position within 60 days of the position becoming vacant.
Waiver Number: 16-3-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

SALE OR LEASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY (Lease of Surplus Property)
Item W-05 General
Subject: Request by the Bear Valley Unified School District to waive California Education Code sections specific to statutory provisions for the sale or lease of surplus property.
Waiver Number: 18-3-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

ACTION: Member Olken moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for each waiver item on consent (W-01 through W-05).

Member Lewis seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member McQuillen 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
END OF WAIVER CONSENT ITEMS
PUBLIC HEARING
Item 09
[bookmark: _Hlk167280197]Subject: Proposed Formation of a New Greenfield Unified School District and New King City Unified School District from the South Monterey County Joint Union High School District in Monterey County.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Public Hearing
[bookmark: _Hlk233291085]Recommendation: The CDE finds that if the plan proposed by the County Committee is fully implemented as envisioned and all other requirements of unification, it would address all outstanding concerns necessary for CDE to recommend approval by the SBE. However, because that has not occurred, the CDE therefore recommends that the SBE: 
1. Find that while this unification proposal currently only meets eight of the nine conditions identified in EC Section 35753(a), the South Monterey County JUHSD has taken concrete steps towards meeting Condition 3 by resolving to satisfy the terms of the State Emergency Loan, whose terms expressly prevent reorganization, prior to unification. Because South Monterey County JUHSD still has to satisfy any remaining obligations of the State Emergency Loan prior to SBE approval of the proposal, CDE recommends that the SBE find that this proposal has merit, warranting further consideration in a subsequent meeting; 
2. If the SBE determines the proposal has merit, as recommended above, to direct CDE staff to complete, and the county to fund, an Initial Study pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, see Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21000 et seq.) with the SBE as lead agency and, if warranted by the Initial Study, to either conduct or secure a contract with another entity to conduct a full environmental impact report (EIR); and
3. Require that both the requirements of CEQA have been completed and the terms and conditions of the State Emergency Loan have been satisfied or released, prior to any subsequent action by the SBE to approve or deny the proposal under EC 35753. 
This recommendation is based on CDE’s analysis that finds the unification proposal must satisfy the requirements of EC Section 35753, prior to final SBE approval.  (EC Section 35753[a]-[b]).  
President Darling-Hammond opened the public hearing at 3:47 p.m.
President Darling-Hammond closed the public hearing at 4:46 p.m.
ACTION 1: After noting due consideration of the record before the SBE, including what had been presented at the meeting, Member Escobedo stated that he agreed with the Monterey County Committee on School District Organization’s determination that there is no possibility the Proposed Reorganization in Item 9 would have a significant effect on the environment, and moved that the SBE adopt the resolution in Attachment 12 to Item 9.

Member Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
ACTION 2: After noting due consideration of the record before the SBE, including the analysis of the Education Code section 35753 criteria in Item 9 as well as what had been presented at the meeting, Member Escobedo stated that there was sufficient evidence for the SBE to determine that the Proposed Reorganization in Item 9 meets the criteria in Education Code section 35753(a), and moved that the SBE approve the Proposed Reorganization in Item 9 pursuant to Education Code section 35753(a).

Member Pattillo Brownson seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
ACTION 3: Member Escobedo moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation to establish the election area as the entire South Monterey County JUHSD.

Member Olken seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
END OF PUBLIC HEARING
Re-Open Item 01
Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES. Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items; and officer nominations and/or elections; State Board appointments and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; Bylaw review and revision; Board policy; approval of minutes; Board President and liaison reports; training of Board members; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: 
· Approve the Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Meeting Minutes for May 12-13, 2026, SBE meeting
· Board Member liaison reports
ACTION: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Meeting Minutes for the May 12-13, 2026, SBE meeting.

Member Yoshimoto-Towery seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Ejike, Escobedo, Glover Woods, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco-Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: Member Lewis
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
Item 10
Subject: GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT.
Public Comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda. Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.
Type of Action: Information
Recommendation: This item is for information only.
ACTION: No Action Taken.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING
President Darling-Hammond adjourned the meeting at approximately 5:23 p.m.
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