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California State Board of Education
Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Minutes 
September 9, 2026
Members Present
· Linda Darling-Hammond, President 
· Cynthia Glover Woods, Vice President
· Francisco Escobedo 
· Gabriela Orozco Gonzalez 
· Brenda Lewis
· Kim Pattillo Brownson
· James J. McQuillen
· Sharon Olken
· Haydee Rodriguez
· [bookmark: _Hlk115356830]Alison Yoshimoto-Towery
· Elizabeth Flores Lopez, Student Member
Secretary & Executive Officer
· Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Members Participating Remotely
· None
Members Absent
· None
Principal Staff
· Brooks Allen, Executive Director, State Board of Education (SBE)
· Katie Hardeman, Chief Deputy Executive Director, SBE
· Lisa Constancio, Senior Deputy Director, SBE
· Kirin Gill, Chief Counsel, SBE
· Alex Traverso, Communications Director, SBE
· Laura Rodriguez, Senior Policy Director, SBE
· Audrey Boochever, Senior Policy Director, SBE
· Debra Brown, Senior Policy Advisor, SBE
· Kate Dove, Policy Director, SBE
· Michelle Valdivia, Assistant Policy Director, SBE
· Aileen Allison-Zarea, Education Administrator I, SBE
· Lindsay Valle, Education Administrator I, SBE
· Amy Bubbico, Supervisor I, SBE
· Lisa Hopkins, Analyst II, SBE
· Haley Gordon, Analyst II, SBE
· David Shapira, Chief Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Ingrid Roberson, Chief Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Len Garfinkel, General Counsel, CDE
· William McGee, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Mary Nicely, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Erika Torres, Deputy Superintendent, CDE
· Alex Moos, Education Policy Administrator I, CDE
Please note that the complete proceedings of the September 9, 2026 State Board of Education meeting, including closed-captioning, are available online at: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/sbewebcastarchive.asp 


California State Board of Education
Public Session September 9, 2026
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 – 8:30 a.m. Pacific Time ±
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Room 1101
Sacramento, California 95814
· Call to Order
· Salute to the Flag
· Communications
· Announcements
· Special Presentations
· Public notice is hereby given that special presentations for informational purposes may take place during this session. 
· Agenda Items
· Day’s Adjournment
President Darling-Hammond called the meeting to order at approximately 8:33 a.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk145488681]AGENDA ITEMS
Item 01
[bookmark: _Hlk145518236]Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES. Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items; and officer nominations and/or elections; State Board appointments and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; Bylaw review and revision; Board policy; approval of minutes; Board President and liaison reports; training of Board members; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: 
· State Superintendent of Public Instruction Report
· State Board of Education President’s Report
ACTION: No Action Taken.
[bookmark: _Hlk92958386]Item 02
Subject: California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: California Science Test Mini Performance Tasks Cognitive Lab Study.
Type of Action: Action, Information
[bookmark: _Hlk115337740][bookmark: _Hlk201570780]Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve ETS to continue refining the mini performance tasks (PTs) and developing a plan for the implementation and scoring of the mini PTs with CDE and SBE approval.
ACTION: Member Orozco Gonzalez moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation.
Member Olken seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Escobedo, Flores Lopez, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
Item 10
Subject: Approval of the Fiscal Year 2026–27 Career Technical Education Incentive Grant Allocations, Including the Allocation Formula; Specific Funding Amounts and Number of Grant Awards; and Allowable and Non-Allowable Expenditures.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE review and approve the following:
· Proposed Career Technical Education Incentive Grant Allocation Formula (Attachment 1)
· Specific Proposed Funding Amounts and Number of Grant Awards (Attachment 2)
· Allowable and non-allowable expenditures (Attachment 3)
ACTION: Member Rodriguez moved to approve the CDE staff recommendation.

Member Orozco Gonzalez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Flores Lopez, Glover Woods, Lewis, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, McQuillen, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: Member Escobedo
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
WAIVERS/ACTION AND CONSENT ITEMS
(W-01 through W-15 and W-17)
The following agenda items include waivers that are proposed for consent and those waivers scheduled for separate action because CDE staff may have recommended denial or determined that they may present new or unusual issues. Waivers proposed for consent are so indicated on each waiver’s agenda item; however, any board member may remove a waiver from proposed consent and the item may be heard individually. Action different from that recommended by CDE staff may be taken.
FEDERAL PROGRAM WAIVER (Carl D. Perkins Voc and Tech Ed Act)
Item W-01 Federal
[bookmark: Text12]Subject: Request by eight school districts for a waiver of Section 131(c)(1) of the Strengthening Career and Technical Education for the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115–224).
Waiver Number:
· Black Oak Mine Unified School District Fed-3-2026
· Butte Valley Unified School District Fed-8-2026
· City Heights Preparatory Charter School District Fed-4-2026
· Durham Unified School District Fed-6-2026
· Fall River Joint Unified School District Fed-2-2026
· Golden Plains Unified School District Fed-7-2026
· Sierra-Plumas Joint Unified School District Fed-1-2026
· Westwood Unified School District Fed-5-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

PHYSICAL FITNESS TESTING (Physical Fitness Testing)
Item W-02 General
Subject: Request by San Dieguito Union High School District to waive portions of California Education Code Section 60800(a), relating to Physical Fitness Testing, specifically the testing window of February 1 through May 31 for grade nine students.
Waiver Number: 2-1-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOLS (CDS) (Commingle Grade Levels)
Item W-03 General
Subject: Request by the Gateway Unified School District for a retroactive waiver of portions of California Education Code Section 48660 to permit a community day school to serve students in grades five through twelve, inclusive, but no grade lower than grade five.
Waiver Number: 25-3-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

COMMUNITY DAY SCHOOLS (CDS) (Minimum School Day)
Item W-04 General
Subject: Request by the Visalia Unified School District to retroactively waive portions of California Education Code Section 48663(a), relating to community day school minimum instructional minutes.
Waiver Number: 10-5-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Algebra I Requirement for Graduation)
Item W-05 Specific
[bookmark: _Hlk112830206]Subject: Request by the Pleasanton Unified School District to waive California Education Code Section 51224.5(b), the requirement that all students graduating in the 2025–26 school year be required to complete a course in Algebra I (or equivalent) to be given a diploma of graduation. The waiver applies to one student with disabilities based on California Education Code Section 56101, the special education waiver authority.
Waiver Number: 8-4-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)
SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Resource Teacher Caseload)
Item W-06 Specific
Subject: Request by the Santa Rita Union Elementary School District to waive California Education Code Section 56362(c), allowing the caseload of one resource specialist to exceed the maximum caseload of 28 students by no more than 4 students (32 maximum).
Waiver Number: 5-5-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Child Specific/ NPA or NPS Certification)
Item W-07 Specific
[bookmark: _Hlk50218075]Subject: Request by the Huntington Beach Union High School District to waive California Education Code Section 56366(d), the requirement for state certification, to allow the use of federal and state special education funds for the placement of one high school student with disabilities at the Alabama Clinical Schools Residential Treatment Center, an uncertified nonpublic school for students with disabilities with a residential treatment center in Birmingham, Alabama.
Waiver Number: 20-4-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Extended School Year (Summer School))
Item W-08 General
Subject: Request by 37 local educational agencies to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3043(d), which requires a minimum of 20 school days for an extended school year (summer school) for students with disabilities.
Waiver Number:
· Red Bluff Union Elementary School District 7-2-2026
· Santa Maria-Bonita School District 1-2-2026
· Anaheim Elementary School District 25-4-2026
· Amador County Unified School District 24-4-2026
· Cascade Union Elementary School District 23-4-2026
· Columbia Elementary School District 1-3-2026
· Delano Union Elementary School District 1-5-2026
· Greenfield Union School District 6-2-2026
· Hesperia Unified School District 9-3-2026
· El Centro Elementary School District 16-4-2026
· Gridley Unified School District 11-4-2026
· North Monterey County Unified School District 2-5-2026
· Fall River Joint Unified School District 13-2-2026
· Enterprise Elementary School District 14-4-2026
· Gateway Unified School District 15-4-2026
· Paradise Unified School District 22-4-2026
· Sacramento County Office of Education 24-3-2026
· Saint Helena Unified School District 12-4-2026
· San Ysidro Elementary School District 13-3-2026
· Santa Rita Union Elementary School District 17-4-2026
· Soulsbyville Elementary School District 19-3-2026
· Brawley Union High School District 4-5-2026
· Fremont Union High School District 21-3-2026
· Alpine Union Elementary School District 9-2-2026
· Mariposa County Office of Education 13-4-2026
· Junction Elementary School District 4-3-2026
· Cottonwood Union Elementary School District 6-3-2026
· Kings County Office of Education 3-2-2026
· Shasta County Office of Education 17-3-2026
· Happy Valley Union Elementary School District 19-4-2026
· Campbell Union High School District 1-4-2026
· Westmorland Union Elementary School District 14-1-2026
· Pioneer Union Elementary School District 15-2-2026
· Redding Elementary School District 15-3-2026
· Thermalito Union Elementary School District 12-3- 2026 
· South Whittier Elementary School District 8-3-2026
· Sweetwater Union High School District 10-1-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Educational Interpreter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing)
Item W-09 General
Subject: Request by Santa Barbara County Office of Education to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3051.16(c), the requirement that educational interpreters for Deaf and Hard of Hearing pupils meet minimum qualifications to allow Serena Martinez to continue to provide services to students until June 30, 2027, under a remediation plan to complete those minimum requirements.
Waiver Number: 7-5-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (Educational Interpreter for Deaf and Hard of Hearing)
Item W-10 General
Subject: Request by Santa Barbara County Office of Education to waive California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3051.16(c), the requirement that educational interpreters for Deaf and Hard of Hearing pupils meet minimum qualifications to allow Antonio Coracero to continue to provide services to students until June 30, 2027, under a remediation plan to complete those minimum requirements.
Waiver Number: 8-5-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

INSTRUCTIONAL TIME REQUIREMENT AUDIT PENALTY (Below 1982-83 Base Minimum Minutes)
Item W-11 Specific
Subject: Request by Washington Unified School District under the authority of the California Education Code Section 46206(a), to waive Education Code Section 46207(b), the audit penalty for offering insufficient instructional minutes during the 2024–25 school year.
Waiver Number: 14-3-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES - INCREASED NUMBER (Exempt Positions)
Item W-12 Specific
Subject: Request by Compton Unified School District under the authority of Education Code Section 45108.7 to waive Section 45108.5(b)(2) to increase the number of classified senior management positions in the district.
Waiver Number: 23-3-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

OTHER WAIVERS (Employment - Retirement System)
Item W-13 General
Subject: Request by Sonoma County Office of Education to waive, retroactively, California Education Code Section 45134(c), in which no person shall be employed in a classified position in school employment while he or she is receiving a retirement allowance under any retirement system by reason of prior school employment.
Waiver Number: 1-9-2025
(Recommended for APPROVAL)

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BONDS (Bond Indebtedness Limit - Non-Unified)
Item W-14 General
Subject: Request by four local educational agencies to waive California Education Code sections 15102 and 15268 to allow the districts to exceed their bonded indebtedness limits. Total bonded indebtedness may not exceed 1.25 percent of the taxable assessed valuation of property for elementary or high school districts. Depending on the type of bond, a tax rate levy limit of $30 per $100,000 of assessed value for elementary or high school districts may also apply.
Waiver Number:
· Greenfield Union Elementary School District 26-4-2026
· McKinleyville Union Elementary School District 15-1-2026
· Ravenswood City Elementary School District 6-6-2026 
· Roseland Elementary School District 6-5-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SALE OR LEASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY (Lease of Surplus Property)
Item W-15 General
Subject: Request by five local educational agencies to waive California Education Code sections specific to statutory provisions for the sale or lease of surplus property.
Waiver Number: 
· Alum Rock Union Elementary School District 4-4-2026
· Calistoga Joint Unified School District 21-4-2026
· Fremont Unified School District 13-5-2026
· Twin Rivers Unified School District 8-1-2026
· Vallejo City Unified School District 3-4-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

SALE OR LEASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY (Lease of Surplus Property)
Item W-17 General
Subject: Request by Redondo Beach Unified School District to waive the California Education Code sections specific to statutory provisions for the sale or lease of surplus property.
Waiver Number: 14-2-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

ACTION: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for each waiver item on consent (W-01 through W-15 and W-17).

Member Lewis seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Escobedo, Flores Lopez, Glover Woods, Lewis, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, McQuillen, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
END OF WAIVER CONSENT ITEMS
[bookmark: _Hlk208399327]REGULAR CONSENT ITEMS
(Item 04 – Item 07)
[bookmark: _Hlk182304213][bookmark: _Hlk187671370]Item 04
Subject: The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress, English Language Proficiency Assessments for California: Request for Approval of the Revised Language to the Eligibility Requirements for the Golden State Seal Merit Diploma and Updates on Program Activities.
[bookmark: _Hlk115337826]Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve the proposed revisions to the Golden State Seal Merit Diploma (GSSMD) English language arts/literacy (ELA), mathematics, and science summative assessments eligibility requirements from an achievement level of “Standard Met or above” to an achievement level of “Proficient or above.”
Item 05
Subject: Approval of 2026–27 Consolidated Applications.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the 2026–27 ConApps submitted by LEAs in Attachment 1.
Item 06
Subject: Assignment of Charter School Numbers to Newly Established Charter Schools, Pursuant to California Education Code Section 47602.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE assign charter numbers to the charter schools identified in Attachment 1.
Item 07
Subject: Approval of Local Educational Agency Plans as Required by the Every Student Succeeds Act through the Completion of the Local Control and Accountability Plan Federal Addendum.
Type of Action: Action, Information, Consent
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the LEAs’ Addendum list for 2025–26 referenced in Attachment 1.
ACTION: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for each regular item on consent (Item 4 through Item 7). 

Member Yoshimoto-Towery seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Flores Lopez, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: Member Escobedo
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
END OF REGULAR CONSENT ITEMS
[bookmark: _Hlk208215185]REGULAR ITEMS CONTINUED
Item 03
Subject: The Smarter Balanced Grade Eleven Summative Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics: Update on the College- and Career-readiness Foundation and Postsecondary Uses.
Type of Action: Information
Recommendation: This item is information only. No specific action is recommended at this time.
ACTION: No Action Taken. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213078557]Item 08
Subject: Local Control and Accountability Plan Template – Revision Drafts, Consistent with California Education Code Section 52064.4.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: No action is recommended at this time; however, the CDE requests that the SBE provide feedback regarding the draft LCAP template and instructions.
The CDE also recommends that the SBE take additional action as deemed necessary and appropriate.
ACTION: No Action Taken. 
Item 09
Subject: Approval of Proposed Literacy Professional Development Programs List.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: The CDE recommends that the SBE approve the proposed Literacy Professional Development (PD) Programs List, developed by WestEd and as shown in Attachment 1. Attachment 1 includes all programs that met the rubric criteria organized by two tiers and ranked numerically from highest to lowest by a weighted evidence score.
ACTION: Member Glover Woods moved to approve the 31 Literacy Professional Development Programs listed under Tier 1 only in Attachment 1, and directed CDE staff to work with the SBE Executive Director to provide a user-friendly guide for the approved 31 Literacy Professional Development Programs that includes hyperlinks and any other information deemed necessary to assist LEAs. 

Member Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Escobedo, Flores Lopez, Glover Woods, Lewis, Olken, McQuillen, and Rodriguez.
No votes: Members Yoshimoto-Towery, Orozco Gonzalez, and Pattillo Brownson 
Members Absent: None
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 8 votes. 
REGULAR WAIVER ITEM
SALE OR LEASE OF SURPLUS PROPERTY (Lease of Surplus Property)
Item W-16 General
Subject: Request by Los Nietos School District to waive the California Education Code sections specific to statutory provisions for the sale or lease of surplus property.
Waiver Number: 2-3-2026
(Recommended for APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS)

ACTION: Member Lewis moved to approve the CDE staff recommendations for waiver Item W-16 with the following conditions:

· that the proposal the district’s governing board determines to be the most desirable shall be selected within 30 to 60 days of the public meeting where the proposal was received, and that the reasons for that determination be discussed during the public session of a board meeting held on 10 days’ public notice, and included in the minutes of the meeting; 
· that prior to entering into negotiations, the governing board shall hold a public hearing where members of the public, including labor organizations, can discuss possible uses of the surplus property and share concerns regarding any impact on the community, including the potential relocation of the programs currently operating at the property; 
· the 10-day public notice referenced in condition (1) shall be posted prominently on the Los Nietos SD’s main web page in English and Spanish, as well as posted physically at all entrances commonly used by the public at the Education Center and Aeolian Elementary School, and shall be provided to any person or group, including but not limited to labor organizations, student organizations, and community associations that utilize the site, that has requested that notice (or district board meeting notices generally); and 
· given the governing board’s authorization to pursue a waiver for the lease of the property, the waiver shall be granted for the lease of the property only. If the district decides to pursue the sale of the property, it must request a separate waiver.
Member Olken seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Escobedo, Flores Lopez, Glover Woods, Lewis, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, McQuillen, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None 
Abstentions: None
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 11 votes. 
Re-Open Item 01
Subject: STATE BOARD PROJECTS AND PRIORITIES. Including, but not limited to, future meeting plans; agenda items; and officer nominations and/or elections; State Board appointments and direction to staff; declaratory and commendatory resolutions; Bylaw review and revision; Board policy; approval of minutes; Board President and liaison reports; training of Board members; and other matters of interest.
Type of Action: Action, Information
Recommendation: 
· Approve the Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Meeting Minutes for July 8, 2026, SBE meeting
· Board Member liaison reports
ACTION: Member Escobedo moved to approve the Preliminary Report of Actions/Draft Meeting Minutes for the July 8, 2026, SBE meeting.

Member Rodriguez seconded the motion. 
Yes votes: Members Darling-Hammond, Escobedo, Glover Woods, Lewis, McQuillen, Olken, Orozco Gonzalez, Pattillo Brownson, Rodriguez, and Yoshimoto-Towery.
No votes: None
Members Absent: None 
Abstentions: Member Flores Lopez
Recusals: None
The motion passed with 10 votes. 
Item 11
Subject: GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT.
Public Comment is invited on any matter not included on the printed agenda. Depending on the number of individuals wishing to address the State Board, the presiding officer may establish specific time limits on presentations.
Type of Action: Information
Recommendation: This item is for information only.
ACTION: No Action Taken.
ADJOURNMENT OF THE MEETING
President Darling-Hammond adjourned the meeting at approximately 4:42 p.m.
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