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MEMORANDUM
DATE:	April 17, 2026
TO:	MEMBERS, State Board of Education
FROM:	TONY THURMOND, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT:	Communication Toolkit to Support the New Reporting Achievement Level Descriptors
Summary of Key Issues
Starting with the reporting of 2025–26 results for the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) summative assessments, California will begin using the new reporting achievement level descriptors (ALDs) and labels adopted by the California State Board of Education (SBE) at the March 2025 and May 2025 SBE meetings.
The new reporting ALDs will apply to the Smarter Balanced English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics assessments as well as the California Science Test (CAST).
Table 1. Old and New Reporting Labels
	Level
	Old Reporting Label
	New Reporting Label

	4
	Standard Exceeded 
	Advanced

	3
	Standard Met 
	Proficient

	2
	Standard Nearly Met 
	Developing

	1
	Standard Not Met 
	Minimal


These new reporting ALDs will be implemented across all assessment results reporting, including the Student Score Reports (SSRs), student data files in the Test Operations Management System, in the California Educator Reporting System, and the publicly available Test Results for California’s Assessments website.
The standards and performance expectations have not changed. The test questions, format, scale scores, and cut scores for each level remain the same. The reporting ALDs were revised to increase transparency and address the inaccurate perception that Level 3 represents a grade-level cutoff, and students scoring below Level 3 are “below grade level” as this is not an accurate representation of the assessment or student achievement. All items on the assessments measure grade-level standards, and student performance at the various levels demonstrate a range of understanding.
The new reporting ALDs were approved at the March 2025 SBE meeting (https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr25/documents/mar25item04.docx) with a technical edit at the May 2025 SBE meeting (https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr25/documents/may25item03rev.docx.
Communications Toolkits Coming Soon
This spring, prior to the release of 2025–26 SSRs, the California Department of Education (CDE) will provide local educational agencies (LEAs) with an ALD Communications Toolkit to help coordinators and educators communicate this change, as well as a toolkit for students and families to help understand the change. The toolkits will provide materials tailored to support different audiences, and will include:
· For Students and Families
· New Reporting ALDs Flyer: This flyer describes the new reporting ALD labels and the reason for the change, in student- and parent-friendly language.
· Question Guide: This guide provides families with questions to prompt discussion with their child about how families can best support their child’s learning. The guide also includes questions to ask the child’s teacher to support conversations about their child’s performance on the assessments and next steps to support their child’s learning.
· ALD Video: This video supports families by providing a brief overview of the reason for the changes to the reporting ALDs and also explains the new reporting ALDs. 
· Sample Items by Achievement Level: This resource contains sample test questions by achievement level for ELA, math, and science, and sample student responses for ELA, providing more transparency through examples of what students are able to demonstrate at each performance level.
· Next Steps Flyer: This flyer describes the new reporting ALDs as well as possible next steps to support student progress at each achievement level.
· For Educators
· New Reporting ALDs Flyer: This flyer describes the new reporting ALD labels and the reason for the change, focusing on the information educators need to support conversations with families.
· Dialogue Guide (companion to the Question Guide for Students and Families): This guide provides educators with context for the new reporting ALDs as well as how to prepare for conversations with families about student performance on the summative assessments, including how to support families in interpreting the results.
· Sample Items by Achievement Level: This resource contains sample test questions by achievement level for ELA, math, and science, and sample student responses for ELA, providing more transparency through examples of what students are able to demonstrate at each performance level.
· Next Steps Flyer: This flyer describes the new reporting ALDs as well as possible next steps to support student progress at each achievement level.
· For LEA-level and School-level staff
· New Reporting ALDs Flyer: This flyer describes the new reporting ALD labels, background on the change as well as clarifying what has not changed. The standards and performance expectations have not changed. The test questions, format, scale scores, and cut scores for each level remain the same. 
· Editable Slide Deck: To support LEA outreach, this slide deck provides editable slides for LEAs to use when presenting on the new reporting ALDs.
· Summary of Changes Memo: This memo provides LEA staff with an overview of the new reporting ALDs, links to resources, and frequently asked questions.
The CDE will make the communication toolkits available this spring, in advance of the release of the 2025–26 results. In addition, CDE will be working with the testing contractors to ensure that all manuals and resources used to support assessment administration and results reporting are updated to reflect the new ALDs and continue to support a clear and comprehensive understanding of student achievement and progress.
Attachment(s)
None.
