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Pioneer Union Elementary School District
Academic Memorandum Form
Section 1. Charter District Information
General Information
	Prompt
	Response

	Charter District Name
	Pioneer Union Elementary School District

	District Address
	1888 N Mustang Drive

	City
	Hanford

	ZIP Code
	93230

	County
	Kings County

	Website Address
	pioneerunion.org

	County District School (CDS) Code
	16-63990-0000000

	Charter Number
	00D1

	Current Charter Term Start Date
	7/1/2019

	Current Charter Term End Date
	6/20/2027

	Grade Levels Served
	TK-8

	2024–25 Enrollment
	1687

	Instruction Type
	Classroom-based


District Description:
The Pioneer Elementary Charter School District serves transitional kindergarten through eighth grade students in northwest Hanford, California, a growing community of approximately 50,000 residents and the county seat of Kings County. Established in 1870, the district reflects the diversity of its community, including families working in agriculture, business, professional services, and the military.
The district’s student population is diverse, with 59.0 percent Hispanic, 26.8 percent White, 3.0 percent African American, 3.0 percent Asian, and 2.3 percent Filipino students. In 1993, Pioneer Union Elementary became the first charter school district in California. Since that time, the district has experienced increased enrollment, improved academic outcomes, and expanded instructional and enrichment programs.
District schools have been recognized multiple times as California Distinguished Schools and have received additional honors, including the Title I Academic Achievement Award, the Award for Character and Civic Education from California State University Fresno, and placement on the California Honor Roll by Educational Results Partnership and the Campaign for Business and Education Excellence.
Pioneer provides a safe and engaging learning environment with comprehensive academic and extracurricular offerings, supported by strong collaboration among families, staff, and administrators. Guided by its motto, “A learning community dedicated to excellence,” the district uses the flexibility of charter status to support innovation, high expectations, and continuous improvement.
Charter Schools within the Charter District
Provide information regarding the first charter school.
	Prompt
	Response

	Charter School Name
	Frontier Elementary School

	County District School (CDS) Code
	16-63990-0116699

	Charter School Address
	[No Response]

	City
	Hanford

	ZIP Code
	93230

	Grade Levels Served
	TK-5

	2024–25 Enrollment
	619

	Instruction Type
	Classroom-based


Provide information regarding the second charter school.
	Prompt
	Response

	Charter School Name
	Pioneer Elementary School

	County District School (CDS) Code
	16-63990-6010557

	Charter School Address
	[No Response]

	City
	Hanford

	ZIP Code
	93230

	Grade Levels Served
	TK-5

	2024–25 Enrollment
	518

	Instruction Type
	Classroom-based


Provide information regarding the third charter school.
	Prompt
	Response

	Charter School Name
	Pioneer Middle School

	County District School (CDS) Code
	16-63990-6110233

	Charter School Address
	[No Response]

	City
	Hanford

	ZIP Code
	93230

	Grade Levels Served
	6-8

	2024–25 Enrollment
	550

	Instruction Type
	Classroom-based


Demographic Information
Provide the following information as a percentage of the charter district’s total student population. Provide the information as it is reported on the 2025 California School Dashboard.
2025 Student Group Information
	Prompt
	Percentage

	English Learners
	7.2

	Foster Youth
	0.8

	Homeless
	0

	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	47.6

	Students with Disabilities
	8.9


2025 Race/Ethnicity Information
	Prompt
	Percentage

	African American
	3

	American Indian
	1

	Asian
	3

	Filipino
	2.3

	Hispanic
	59

	Pacific Islander
	0.4

	Two or More Races
	4.2

	White
	26.8




Section 2. California School Dashboard Data Overview
California School Dashboard
2025 Performance Levels: Percentage and Colors
	Prompt
	Percentage
	Color

	Chronic Absenteeism
	12.3
	Orange

	Suspension Rate
	3.7
	Orange

	English Learner Progress
	46.9
	Yellow

	Graduation Rate*
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable

	College/Career*
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable


* The Graduation Rate and College/Career Indicators represent outcomes for students finishing high school. As the Pioneer Union Elementary School District serves only grades six through eight, these indicators do not apply.
2025 Performance Levels: Color and Distance from Standard
	Prompt
	Color
	Above or Below Standard
	Distance From Standard

	English Language Arts
	Green
	11.6
	Above standard

	Mathematics
	Orange
	36.1
	Below standard


California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress
Provide the percentage of students that met or exceeded the standard for California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) English language arts/literacy and mathematics test results:
	Prompt
	Percentage

	English Language Arts
	57.18

	Mathematics
	39.08




Section 3. Areas of Greatest Progress and Need
1. Based on California School Dashboard (Dashboard) data, identify the charter district’s areas of greatest progress.
Based on California School Dashboard (Dashboard) data, the charter school’s areas of greatest progress are most evident in English Language Arts and the implementation of local indicators. In English Language Arts, the District maintained strong performance, with All Students performing 11.6 points above standard, improving from 10.6 points above standard in 2024, and earning a Green performance level. Several student groups, including White students and students identified as Two or More Races, continued to perform at or above standard, reflecting sustained instructional effectiveness. While some subgroups experienced declines, overall ELA outcomes indicate continued progress and stabilization following pandemic-related learning loss.  CAASPP Longitudinal results From 2021 to 2024, the District demonstrated slow but steady growth, increasing the percentage of students meeting or exceeding standard from 54 percent to 55.7 percent in English Language Arts and from 32 percent to 41.5 percent in mathematics, outpacing statewide growth during the same period. However, the most recent 2025 Dashboard data indicate that while English Language Arts performance has remained above standard and largely maintained, mathematics performance declined, signaling that recovery in mathematics has been less stable. These results highlight continued progress in English Language Arts, while also underscoring the need for sustained focus on mathematics instruction to support long-term recovery and growth.
2. What internal assessments (not CAASPP) are being used to demonstrate the charter district’s areas of greatest progress? Are any of these assessments on the approved verified data list? If so, which ones?
The District has developed standards-based benchmark assessments for students in grades TK–8, aligned to the pacing guides at each grade level. These District-created assessments focus on the priority CAASPP standards and are designed to reflect the rigor and structure of the computer-adaptive portion of the State assessment. While these benchmarks are not included on the state-approved and verified data list, they provide the most meaningful and relevant information for classroom instruction and are used to identify student strengths and areas in need of intervention based on the State standards that have been taught.  In addition, grades K-2 complete the Multitudes reading screener, and  grades K–3 administer the Fountas and Pinnell oral reading level assessment to all students. In grades 4 and 5, oral reading fluency assessments are given to students who did not score at or above grade level on the prior year’s CAASPP assessment, allowing the District to more intentionally target students in need of additional support. To assess foundational reading skills in the primary grades, TK–1st grade students are assessed using Heggerty phonemic awareness and CORE phonics assessments.
3. Based on Dashboard data, identify the charter district’s areas of greatest need. Include references to student groups.
Mathematics
Based on the 2025 California School Dashboard, mathematics is the charter school’s most significant area of need. All Students performed 36.1 points below standard and declined 13.1 points from the prior year, resulting in an overall Orange performance level. The greatest challenges are evident among Students with Disabilities at 130.1 points below standard, Long Term English Learners at 172.6 points below standard, English Learners at 64.6 points below standard, Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students at 59.5 points below standard, and Hispanic students at 47.5 points below standard. These results indicate the need to strengthen core mathematics instruction, provide targeted interventions, and consistently monitor student progress for these student groups.
Chronic Absenteeism
Chronic absenteeism is a second area of concern, with the district rate increasing to 12.3 percent, an increase of 2.7 percentage points from the previous year, resulting in an Orange performance level. Higher rates of chronic absenteeism were observed among Students with Disabilities at 19.6 percent, Foster Youth at 18.8 percent, Long Term English Learners at 19.4 percent, English Learners at 13.6 percent, and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students at 14.7 percent. These data show that attendance challenges continue to disproportionately impact high needs student groups and negatively affect learning outcomes.
Suspension Rate  Suspension rates also represent an area of need, as the overall suspension rate increased to 3.7 percent and earned an Orange performance level. The highest suspension rates were seen among Foster Youth at 10.5 percent, African American students at 7.9 percent, Students with Disabilities at 6.1 percent, and Long Term English Learners at 6.5 percent. These results highlight ongoing discipline disproportionality and the need to strengthen positive behavior supports and inclusive practices.
4. How is the charter district addressing these areas of need− Include references to student groups.
The District is addressing the identified areas of need through a coordinated, data-informed approach focused on strengthening instruction, improving student engagement, and increasing equity in behavioral supports. To address mathematics achievement, where All Students performed 36.1 points below standard and declines were observed among Students with Disabilities (−130.1), Long-Term English Learners (−172.6), English Learners (−64.6), Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students (−59.5), and Hispanic students (−47.5), the school is strengthening core instructional practices and providing targeted interventions through its MTSS framework. These efforts are supported by aligned curriculum, ongoing professional learning, and the use of standards-based benchmark assessments to monitor progress and adjust instruction for identified student groups.
To address chronic absenteeism, which increased to 12.3 percent overall and was highest among Students with Disabilities (19.6 percent), Foster Youth (18.8 percent), Long-Term English Learners (19.4 percent), English Learners (13.6 percent), and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students (14.7 percent), the school has enhanced attendance monitoring and early intervention practices. These actions include proactive family outreach, individualized attendance supports, and coordination with support staff and community liaisons to reduce barriers and support families in getting students to school consistently.
To address suspension rates and disciplinary disproportionality, which increased to 3.7 percent overall and disproportionately impacted Foster Youth (10.5 percent), African American students (7.9 percent), Students with Disabilities (6.1 percent), and Long-Term English Learners (6.5 percent), the school continues to refine the implementation of PBIS and MTSS. This includes an emphasis on proactive behavioral supports, counseling services, staff training, and restorative practices to reduce exclusions from instruction and improve equity in discipline outcomes. Together, these actions demonstrate the charter school’s intentional efforts to respond directly to Dashboard data while improving outcomes for the student groups most impacted.


Section 4. Summary of Performance on Measurable Pupil Outcomes
1. Identify the Measurable Pupil Outcomes in Element 2 of the charter petition. Summarize the performance for each outcome.
English Language Arts (ELA)
English Language Arts achievement is a measurable pupil outcome for the Charter District. Based on the 2025 California School Dashboard, overall ELA performance remains a strength. All Students performed 11.6 points above standard, improving from 10.6 points above standard in 2024, and earned a Green performance level. Several student groups, including White students and students identified as Two or More Races, continued to perform at or above standard. While overall performance was maintained, Students with Disabilities and African American students experienced declines, indicating a need for continued monitoring and targeted supports for these student groups.
Mathematics
Mathematics achievement is a measurable pupil outcome and represents an area of need for the District. In 2025, All Students performed 36.1 points below standard, declining from 23.0 points below standard in 2024, resulting in an Orange performance level. Significant performance gaps persist for Students with Disabilities, Long-Term English Learners, English Learners, Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students, and Hispanic students, indicating that mathematics recovery has not yet stabilized and requires continued instructional focus and intervention.
English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI)
Progress toward English language proficiency is a measurable pupil outcome for English Learners. In 2025, 46.9 percent of English Learners made progress toward English proficiency, resulting in a Yellow performance level and reflecting a maintained status compared to the prior year. Long-Term English Learners demonstrated similar progress rates. While performance remained stable, the data indicate a need to accelerate progress toward reclassification.
Chronic Absenteeism
Student attendance is a measurable pupil outcome related to engagement and access to instruction. In 2025, the chronic absenteeism rate increased to 12.3 percent, up from 9.6 percent in 2024, resulting in an Orange performance level. Higher rates of chronic absenteeism were observed among Students with Disabilities, Foster Youth, English Learners, Long-Term English Learners, and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students, indicating that attendance remains an area requiring targeted supports.  Suspension Rate and School Climate School climate and student behavior are measurable pupil outcomes reflected through suspension data. In 2025, the suspension rate increased to 3.7 percent, compared to 2.8 percent in 2024, resulting in an Orange performance level. Disproportionately higher suspension rates were observed among Foster Youth, African American students, Students with Disabilities, and Long-Term English Learners, highlighting continued discipline disproportionality.
Local Indicators
Local indicators are measurable pupil outcomes related to implementation and conditions for learning. In 2025, the Charter District met standards in all local indicators, including Basic Services, Implementation of Academic Standards, Parent and Family Engagement, Access to a Broad Course of Study, and the Local Climate Survey, demonstrating consistent systems and conditions that support student learning.


Section 5. Local Control and Accountability Plan Progress
1. Provide a summary of progress made in meeting the charter district’s 2024–25 Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) goals.
The District has demonstrated mixed progress toward Goal 2 based on the 2025 California School Dashboard.
English Language Arts (ELA)
The District maintained a Green performance level in ELA, with All Students performing 11.6 points above standard, improving from 10.6 points above standard in 2024.
Several student groups, including White students and students identified as Two or More Races, continued to perform at or above standard.
While overall ELA outcomes remain positive, Students with Disabilities and African American students experienced declines, indicating the need for continued focus on subgroup performance.
Mathematics
In mathematics, overall performance declined, with All Students performing 36.1 points below standard, compared to 23.0 points below standard in 2024, resulting in an Orange performance level.
Performance gaps persist for Students with Disabilities, Long-Term English Learners, English Learners, Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students, and Hispanic students, identifying mathematics as an ongoing area of need.  Although the District has not yet returned to pre-pandemic performance levels, it continues to use Dashboard data to guide instructional adjustments and targeted interventions in support of Goal 2.
c) LCAP Goal 3: State Priority 3  (Parent and Family Engagement)
2025 Dashboard Results: 
Priority 3 (Parent and Family Engagement): Standard Met
The District continues to demonstrate strong parent and family engagement through school site councils, ELAC and DELAC meetings, district parent advisory groups, conferences, surveys, and school and community events. These efforts support ongoing communication, feedback, and partnership with families.
d) LCAP Goal 4: State Priorities 5 and 6  (Pupil Engagement and School Climate)
Chronic Absenteeism
The District’s chronic absenteeism rate increased from 9.6 percent in 2024 to 12.3 percent in 2025, resulting in an Orange performance level.
Higher rates were observed among Students with Disabilities, Foster Youth, English Learners, Long-Term English Learners, and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students, indicating a need for continued focus on attendance supports.  Suspension Rate
The suspension rate increased from 2.8 percent in 2024 to 3.7 percent in 2025, resulting in an Orange performance level.
Disproportionately higher suspension rates were observed among Foster Youth, African American students, Students with Disabilities, and Long-Term English Learners.  While overall outcomes reflect some regression in engagement and climate indicators, the District continues to prioritize interventions and supports aligned to Goal 4.
2. Provide a summary of the charter district’s 2025–26 LCAP mid-year update that describes what the charter district is doing to increase community input.
Metrics for Goal 1 addressing State Priorities 1, 2, and 7 indicate the district is meeting four of the five metrics related to this goal.
Goal 2 addressing State Priorities 4 and 8 shows progress for all students and all significant subgroups in meeting the ELA metric for the Dashboard. Two of the four significant subgroups demonstrate progress on meeting the math metric for the Dashboard. For the remaining metrics, the District met three of the five measurable metrics. One metric cannot be reported on at this time as the data is collected in the spring of each school year.
Goal 3 addresses Priority 3 (Parental Involvement). The District has historically experienced substantial parental involvement. The District continues efforts to increase parental involvement/community input through the school site councils, ELAC/DELAC, district parent advisory council, back to school night, parent/teacher conferences, surveys, open house, SST’s, 504, and IEP meetings.
The District also holds many community events to build a sense of connectedness. These events include movie nights, fall carnival band and music events, open house, athletic events, and student performances. At many of these events the schools host food trucks, book sales, and other activities sponsored by our parent clubs. Such events effectively encourage parents to spend more time at the school site and give them greater opportunities to engage with staff and other parents. This has the effect of promoting dialogue and input, leading to an enhanced sense of connectedness.
Goal 4, which addresses Priority 5 and 6, shows progress for all students and six of the nine significant subgroups on Chronic Absenteeism rates for the Dashboard. All students and four of the five significant subgroups demonstrate progress on suspension rates for the Dashboard for Pioneer District. For the remaining metrics, the District met three of the four metrics. One metric cannot be reported on at this time as the data is collected in the spring of each school year.


Section 6. Differentiated Assistance
1. Does the charter district qualify for Differentiated Assistance for the 2025–26 school year? If yes, provide a narrative response to prompts 2, 3, and 4.
Yes
2. Under which student groups and state priorities did the charter district meet the eligibility criteria for Differentiated Assistance (DA) in both the prior and current year?
Based on the California School Dashboard, Pioneer Union Elementary School District met the eligibility criteria for Differentiated Assistance (DA) in both the prior and current year for the same student groups and state priorities. In both years, Students with Disabilities met DA criteria under State Priority 4 (Pupil Achievement), particularly in mathematics, where performance remained in the low to very low range. English Learners and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students also met DA criteria under Priority 4 due to continued low performance in mathematics.
The District also met DA eligibility under State Priority 5 (Pupil Engagement) in both years as a result of elevated chronic absenteeism among Students with Disabilities, English Learners (including Long-Term English Learners), and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students. In addition, under State Priority 6 (School Climate), DA eligibility was met due to higher suspension rates for Students with Disabilities, African American students, Foster Youth, and Long-Term English Learners. Overall, DA eligibility in both years was triggered under State Priorities 4, 5, and 6 for these student groups, indicating ongoing areas where additional targeted support is needed.
3. Identify the support provider the charter district will be working with for technical assistance with DA.
Pioneer Union Elementary School District will be working with the Kings County Office of Education (KCOE) as its support provider for technical assistance related to Differentiated Assistance (DA).
4. What improvement strategies and actions has the charter district selected to address its identified student groups and state priorities?
To address the student groups and state priorities identified through Differentiated Assistance, Pioneer Union Elementary School District has selected improvement strategies focused on instructional improvement, student engagement, and school climate. Under State Priority 4 (Pupil Achievement), the District is strengthening core instruction and targeted interventions in mathematics, with a particular focus on Students with Disabilities, English Learners (including Long-Term English Learners), and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students. Strategies include aligned pacing guides, standards-based benchmark assessments, MTSS interventions, professional development for teachers, and regular data reviews to monitor progress and adjust instruction.  To address State Priority 5 (Pupil Engagement), the District is implementing strategies to reduce chronic absenteeism, especially for Students with Disabilities, English Learners, Long-Term English Learners, and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged students. Actions include enhanced attendance monitoring, early identification of at-risk students, proactive family outreach, coordination with support staff, and individualized attendance supports to address barriers to regular school attendance.  Under State Priority 6 (School Climate), the District continues to refine the implementation of PBIS and MTSS to address disproportionate suspension rates for Students with Disabilities, African American students, Foster Youth, and Long-Term English Learners. Improvement strategies include staff training, counseling supports, restorative practices, and a focus on proactive behavior interventions designed to reduce exclusions from instruction and improve equity in discipline outcomes. Together, these strategies reflect the District’s ongoing efforts to address identified needs and improve outcomes for the student groups most impacted.


Section 7. Acknowledgment, Certification, and Submission
Initial each of the below statements to confirm that you have read and understand following:
Acknowledgment
I understand and acknowledge that the CDE will present this information to the California State Board of Education (SBE) as a part of its annual information memoranda regarding the academic progress of charter districts authorized by the SBE. This information will be made publicly available and/or provide the information to other agencies, organizations, and individuals.
JR
Certification
I hereby certify that I am a full-time paid employee of the charter district who has direct knowledge of the information contained herein and am authorized to submit this information to the CDE. I certify that I have provided only true and correct information about the charter district.
JR
Contact Information
	Prompt
	Response

	Full Legal Name
	John Raven

	Job Title
	Superintedent

	Email Address
	jraven@puesd.net

	Phone Number
	559-585-2400



