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MEMORANDUM
DATE:	February 13, 2026
TO:	MEMBERS, State Board of Education
FROM:	TONY THURMOND, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT:	Update on the 2026 Accountability Workplan, Including Timeline for State Board of Education Meetings
Summary of Key Issues
The State Board of Education (SBE) approved the 2026 Accountability Workplan at its January 2026 meeting. This memorandum outlines the actions taken by the SBE during that meeting and describes the schedule the California Department of Education (CDE) will follow as it brings forward policy proposals for the Board’s review and direction. Attachment 1 presents the sequence of activities planned for upcoming SBE and California Practitioners Advisory Group (CPAG) meetings.
The adopted 2026 Accountability Workplan encompasses the following components:
· Consideration of the student-level growth model for grades 4 through 8 in English Language Arts and Mathematics as a full indicator
· Consideration of the Science Indicator as a full indicator
· Continued examination of the components of the College/Career Indicator
· Application-based Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) criteria
· Integration of Priority 1 teacher assignment data on the Dashboard
· Continued analysis of the Long-Term English learner (LTEL) student group
· Review of the participation rate grace periods for academic indicators and science
· Potential modification of academic indicator language and information
· Release plan for the 2026 Dashboard
During the January 2026 SBE meeting, the CDE received feedback from SBE members that it may be necessary to amend the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan to incorporate some of these anticipated changes. The CDE will continue to work with the SBE to determine the impact and need for potential action related to future ESSA amendments.
Additionally, the SBE adopted the proposed 2026 workplan, with the following clarifications:
· Ensuring the October 2026 Dashboard displays trends in student performance at all four performance levels, and a link to the LEA/school's CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress) page
· Ensuring that the October 2026 Dashboard uses the term Distance from Proficiency Standard rather than Distance from Standard
· Examining how we might move to a clearer metric than Distance from Standard using a positive point scale on the 2027 Dashboard
· Evaluating and, as needed, undertaking potential changes to California’s Every Student Succeeds Act State Plan.
Fiscal Analysis (as appropriate)
California’s total kindergarten through grade twelve funding within the 2025–26 California Budget Act is $137.8 billion from the following sources:
· State: $82.9 billion (59.4 percent)
· Federal: $46.2 billion (33.1 percent)
· Local: $8.8 billion (6.3 percent)
· Lottery $1.6 (1.1 percent)
The Every Student Succeeds Act funds are also typically a portion of the total federal funding amount.
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Attachment 1
Table 1. Timeline for Ongoing Developmental Activities for the 2026 Accountability Workplan
	Subject
	March 2026
SBE Meeting
	March 2026
CPAG Meeting
	May 2026
SBE Meeting
	July 2026
SBE Meeting

	Consideration of the student-level growth model for grades 4 through 8 in English Language Arts and Mathematics as a full indicator
	N/A
	CPAG feedback about full state indicator status for ELA Growth and Math Growth
	SBE will consider full state indicator status for ELA Growth and Math Growth
	SBE will incorporate any decisions into revised criteria for state assistance determinations

	Consideration of the Science Indicator as a full indicator
	N/A
	CPAG provides feedback on full state indicator status for Science
	SBE will consider full state indicator status for Science
	SBE will incorporate any decisions into revised criteria for state assistance determinations

	Continued examination of the components of the College/Career Indicator (CCI)
	SBE will consider inclusion of State Seal of Civic Engagement and additional career measures in CCI
	CPAG will provide feedback on the inclusion of additional courses and ASVAB in CCI 
	SBE will consider inclusion of additional courses and ASVAB in CCI
	N/A

	Application-based Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) criteria
	SBE will consider modifying the DASS criteria to address credit-deficient students.
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Integration of Priority 1 teacher assignment data on the Dashboard
	SBE will review feedback on, and consider modifications to, Priority 1 Teacher Assignment Data on the Dashboard, including terminology and options for intra-district comparison data.
	CPAG will review feedback and proposed Priority 1 modifications.
	SBE will consider adopting modifications to Priority 1 Teacher Assignment Data, including terminology and intra-district comparison data.
	N/A

	Continued analysis of the Long-Term English learner (LTEL) student group
	SBE will consider the proposed changes to the Suspension Rate five-by-fives for LTELs
	CPAG will provide feedback on data around adding reclassification as an additional level to the ELPI for LTELs
	SBE will consider adding reclassified students as an additional level to the ELPI for LTELs
	N/A

	Review of the participation rate grace periods for academic indicators and science
	SBE will hear an update from CDE on the proposed changes to the participation rate grace periods
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Modification of academic indicator language and information
	N/A
	CPAG will provide feedback on requests to make additional modifications to the Academic Indicator Language and Information
	SBE will consider additional modifications to the Academic Indicator Language and Information
	N/A






