memo-clab-aad-aug11item01

Page 4 of 4

	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-002 (REV. 01/2011)
	memo-clab-aad-aug11item01


	memorandum


	Date:
	July 18, 2011
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	SUBJECT:
	Standardized Testing and Reporting Program: Information Regarding the Upcoming Proposed Performance Standards Setting for California Modified Assessment for English-Language Arts in Grades Ten and Eleven and Geometry.


Summary of Key Issues

The California Modified Assessment (CMA) is an alternate assessment for students with disabilities who have an individualized education program (IEP) and meet the eligibility criteria adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) that can be found on the CMA Participation Criteria and Definition of Terms Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/participcriteria.asp. 
The CMA was developed in response to the U.S. Department of Education’s final regulations under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) and the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) that provided flexibility to states “to more appropriately measure the achievement of certain students with disabilities.” The regulations allow states to develop an alternate assessment based on modified academic achievement standards. These modified academic achievement standards are required to be “challenging for eligible students and measure a student’s mastery of grade-level content, but are less difficult than grade-level achievement standards.” 

The CMA measures how well students are performing on an assessment of the California content standards in English-language arts (ELA) in grades three through eleven, mathematics in grades three through seven, Algebra I, and Geometry, and science in grades five and eight and Life Science in grade ten. 
Students may take the CMA in one or more subjects. The student’s IEP team must annually designate which assessment the student will take as part of the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) Program, either the CMA or the California Standards Tests (CSTs), and in which subject area.

In 2007 (and in subsequent years for additional grades), the SBE adopted CMA blueprints that align to California grade-level content standards for grades three through eight in ELA (including a writing test for grades four and seven), grades three through seven in mathematics and grades five and eight in science.

In August 2008, 2009, and 2010, Educational Testing Service (ETS) conducted performance standard (level) setting workshop for the CMA for ELA in grades three through nine, CMA for mathematics in grades three through seven and Algebra I, and CMA for science in grades five, eight, and Life Science in grade ten. 
In August 2011, ETS will convene another Performance Standard (level) setting workshop for the CMA in ELA in grades ten and eleven and the CMA in Geometry. This is the final Performance Standard (level) setting workshop for CMA. The standards setting panels, comprised of educators and stakeholders from throughout the state, were convened to recommend cut scores for the CMA based on the blueprints and the SBE-approved policy level definitions. The panel members represented all regions of the state and the diverse student population that make up CMA-eligible test takers including English learners. The standards setting panels are composed of general and special education educators with experience with the California content standards. 
The following table displays the SBE-approved policy level definitions, for the purpose of informing the standard setting process:

	Advanced
	This category represents a superior performance. Students demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area. 

	Proficient
	This category represents a solid performance. Students demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area. 

	Basic
	This category represents a limited performance. Students demonstrate a partial and rudimentary understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area. 

	Below basic
	This category represents a lack of performance. Students demonstrate little or a flawed understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area.

	Far below basic
	This category represents a serious lack of performance. Students demonstrate a flawed understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area.


In California, as in many other states, the Bookmark Method has been used to determine the cut scores and performance standards (levels).The Bookmark Method is an item mapping procedure in which panelists consider content covered by test items in a specially constructed book where test items are ordered from easiest to hardest based on operational performance data from the previous spring administration. The method is a three-round performance process that requires panelists to independently examine test items and place bookmarks at the points at which they consider students to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge and skills to be minimally competent at each performance level. Prior to the standard setting, the cut score for below basic is statistically set at one standard error of measurement (SEM)
 above the average chance score. One SEM is equal to approximately three score points. The panelists set cut scores for basic, proficient, and advanced. The Bookmark Method has been used to set performance standards (levels) in California for:
· CMA for ELA in grades three through nine

· CMA for mathematics in grades three through seven

· CMA for science in grades five and eight

· CMA for life science in grade ten

· CMA for Algebra I

· Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS) for reading/language arts in grades two through seven
· STS for mathematics in grades two through seven

· California Standards Tests (CSTs) for science in grades five and eight

· CST for life science in grade ten

· CST for earth science

· CST for chemistry

· CST for physics

· CST for biology

· CST for integrated/coordinated science 1–4

· CST for history-social science

· CST for world history

· CST for United States history

· California High School Exit Examination

· California English Language Development Test
As a part of every standard setting process, after the panel members have made their recommendations, CDE staff evaluates the recommendations and analyzes the comparability of the recommendations for the same content area and subject matter in adjacent grades and develops a set of recommendations for cut scores to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI). This is done with the goal of ensuring that the cut scores are reasonable relative to previously established cut scores for the same content area or subject matter in adjacent grades. Usually, the panelists’ cut scores only need minor adjustment to ensure reasonable consistency across grades. This adjustment is necessary because of both the error of measurement present in every test, and what can be thought of as the “error of judgment” in the standard setting process.
 Using analyses conducted by the CDE and ETS, the SSPI recommendations are generally within one or two SEMs of the panel’s recommendations for the test. 

At the September 2011 SBE meeting, the CDE will bring forward the proposed performance standards (levels) for the CMA for ELA in grades ten and eleven and Geometry. In addition, the CDE will recommend that the SBE direct CDE and SBE staff to conduct regional public hearings on the proposed performance standards (levels) and cut scores for the CMA to be brought to the SBE in November 2011 for adoption. Such action will be in compliance with California Education Code Section 60605, which requires that the SBE adopt statewide performance standards (levels) after conducting regional public hearings. 

� The SEM is a type of sampling error and is the same statistic as is used to estimate the margin of error in opinion polls. Because each test can only address a sample of the knowledge embodied in a full year of instruction, every test has a built in level of sampling error that can only be reduced by lengthening the test. Two standard errors of measurement constitute the 95 percent confidence estimate for a given test score, which means that a given score, plus or minus two standard errors of measurement, is the true score of the individual.


� “Error,” in this context, refers to random fluctuations that cannot be completely controlled regardless of the quality of the test or the quality of the standard setting process. Such error can be reduced through good measurement and standard setting techniques, but it can never be reduced to zero.
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