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	SUBJECT:
	A Comparison Study of Kindergarten and Grade One Fluent Speakers of English and English Learners on the 2010–11 Edition of the California English Language Development Test.


Summary of Key Issues

In 2009–10, the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) added reading and writing assessments for kindergarten and grade one (K–1) students as required by Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. As part of the validation process of these early literacy assessments, the California Department of Education (CDE) asked the CELDT contractor to conduct a study that compared the performance of English learners (EL) with the performance of English-fluent students (“English-Only” or “EO”) on the CELDT. 
Attachment 1 contains the study entitled A Comparison Study of Kindergarten and Grade One English-Fluent Students and English Learners on the 2010–11 Edition of the CELDT (Comparison Study). This study comprised one element in the analysis of the validity of the early literacy assessments. The CDE will report to the Legislature by January 1, 2013 on the K–1 CELDT administration process and assessment results (2009–10 through 2011–12) in order to determine whether reauthorization of the early literacy assessments is appropriate.

The study started in the fall of 2010, when a sample of 1,386 EO kindergarten and 495 grade one EO students from 100 schools was administered the 2010–11 Edition of the CELDT. The same test form is used for both initial and annual assessments. The schools represented 54 large, medium, and small school districts in different geographical regions in California with a diverse representation of primary languages. The performance of the EO students was compared to that of students who are typically administered the CELDT. The EO and EL students were from the same schools and the examiners administering the test were the same for both groups of students. 

The results from this study indicate that the K–1 CELDT assessment operates comparably in terms of measuring the same construct in both EO and EL students. Further, the data show that, for all domains, the test differentiates EO and EL students in statistically significant ways. The listening and speaking domains differentiate the two groups more sharply than the reading and writing domains. 

Based on the findings of the Comparison Study, the CDE incorporated two new tasks into its Request for Proposals for the 2012–15 CELDT contract. Educational Data Systems was awarded the contract and will embark on this new work starting in January 2012. 
First, the new contract requires a special study with K–1 students to determine the degree to which the CELDT can discriminate between students identified as proficient speakers of English and English learners. Based on recommendations from the CELDT Technical Advisory Group, this new comparability study will include a larger sample of K–1 students and gather more background information, such as pre-school attendance. It will be conducted in intact classrooms during the 2012–13 annual assessment window. 
Second, the new contract requires the separation of the K–1 test and combining of the grades one and two assessments in all four domains (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). The K test will be a stand alone test (i.e., will have completely different questions from grade one), while the grade one test will be combined with grade two (i.e., will have the same test questions but different cut scores for the two grades). This change will be fully implemented by the 2015–16 Edition of the CELDT. The results of the new comparability study will inform the work of the contractor with respect to the separation of the K–1 assessment and the merging of the grade one with the grade two assessment. However, the grade spans to be assessed may be affected by the revisions to the English-Language Development (ELD) Standards to be adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) in fall 2012 pursuant to the passage of Assembly Bill 124.
Additionally, the new contract may need to be amended in order to implement changes to the CELDT based on the new ELD Standards. The adoption of new ELD Standards will have a direct impact on the CELDT, including: development of new test blueprints, examination of the current item bank for alignment to the new standards, completion of new item and test development, production of new test materials and training modules, and a new standard setting for all grades to establish new cut scores. The SBE will be responsible for adopting these new blueprints and new cut scores. 
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