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	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2011–12 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Legislative Affairs and Fiscal Policy Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation unless specifically noted.

Attachment(s)

Attachment 1: Legislative Update (6 pages)

Legislative Update
These bills affect issue areas of concern for and/or impacting the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation unless specifically noted. 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Sponsored Bills
AB 124 (Fuentes) – English Language Content Standards

This State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) co-sponsored legislation would establish the English Language Development Standards Advisory Committee responsible for updating, revising, and aligning the English Language Development (ELD) standards with the common core English-Language Arts academic content standards recently approved by the SBE. In addition, AB 124 would require the SBE to either adopt or reject the revised ELD standards by September 30, 2012, and include teachers and administrators with expertise in instructing English learners in the membership of the committee.

AB 124 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 200 (Hayashi) – Physical Education: Health and Fitness Award Program

This SSPI sponsored legislation would establish the Health and Fitness Award Program to recognize schools with exemplary physical education programs. The award program would recognize schools that conduct their physical education courses pursuant to the model content standards and demonstrate that an increasing number of students meet the minimum standards on the state physical performance test. This bill would also allow the SSPI to add additional award program criteria to reward schools for other exceptional health and wellness programs and activities.

AB 200 is awaiting a vote on the Senate floor.
AB 250 (Brownley) – Curriculum Frameworks

This SSPI sponsored legislation would establish a process for the full implementation of the common core academic content standards through the development of curricular frameworks and professional development aligned with the common core standards.

AB 250 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 339 (Bonilla) – Social Content Review
This SSPI sponsored legislation would reinstate the statutory authority in California Education Code Section 60050 which governs social content reviews for instructional materials through January 1, 2019. The CDE conducts social content reviews at the request of a publisher and is separate from the formal instructional materials adoption process. This program sunset on January 1, 2011.

AB 339 awaiting a vote on the Senate floor.
AB 790 (Furutani) – Linked Learning/Multiple Pathways Pilot
This SSPI sponsored legislation would establish a linked learning high school pilot program in order to implement district-wide linked learning approaches in all participating high schools. Based on a review conducted by the CDE, the SSPI will initially approve on a competitive basis 20 district applications.

AB 790 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
SB 429 (DeSaulnier) – After School Programs

This SSPI sponsored legislation would provide current after school grantees with supplemental grants flexibility to better address the needs of pupils and communities during the summer months. Programs would be allowed to operate extended days, open programs to pupils throughout the district, and operate at approved sites in the community. 
SB 429 is awaiting action on the Assembly floor.
SB 547 (Steinberg) – Academic Performance

This SSPI sponsored legislation would replace the Academic Performance Index (API) with the Education Quality Index beginning in the 2014–15 school year. It would provide a comprehensive and transparent school and district quality measurement using multiple indicators of pupil, school, and district quality and performance, so that parents, pupils, teachers, school administrators, policymakers, and the public have a clear picture of what pupils are learning and how well they are prepared for college and career. 
SB 547 is awaiting action on the Assembly floor.
Other Bills of Interest to the State Board of Education

AB 9 (Ammiano) – Bullying

This bill would require school districts to ensure discrimination policies prohibiting discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying to include specified components related to detailed statements of current law; descriptions of district procedures regarding complaints; a detailed statement of the district's policy regarding these matters; and a link to the SSPI list of statewide resources regarding these issues. This bill also requires each district to post their policies on their website and in parent handbooks by 2012.

AB 9 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 47 (Huffman) – Open Enrollment

This bill would clarify that the list created by the SSPI to define low-achieving (open enrollment) schools may include “up to” 1,000 schools. Current law states the list shall specifically include 1,000 schools. AB 47 would also delete the current provision that excludes charter schools from the list.

AB 47 would modify current law to require school districts to keep specific records and to report the information to the governing boards of school districts, whereas current law only encourages this record keeping and reporting. This bill adds additional reporting requirements that school districts share recorded information with geographically adjacent school districts and county offices of education, and report that information to the SSPI annually. In addition, this bill would require the SSPI to biennially report that information to the Legislature and the Governor.

The bill also adds the following provisions to current law: (1) county offices of education operating a special education program and state special schools shall be excluded from the list; (2) a school shall only be identified as a low-achieving school if it is identified on the list for two consecutive years; and (3) an open enrollment school district shall not reject the transfer of an individual with exceptional needs or an English learner if the individual is randomly selected through the school lottery process.

AB 47 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 86 (Mendoza) – Conversion Charter School Petitions
This bill would require that charter petitions be signed by at least one half of the total number of non-supervisorial certificated staff and classified employees that the charter school estimates will be employed at the school site during its first year of operation. It also allows a petition that proposes to convert an existing public school to a charter school that would not be eligible for a loan, to be circulated and allows such a petition to be submitted to the governing board of a school district for review.
AB 86 is currently awaiting a vote on the Senate floor. 

AB 189 (Eng) – Education Funding
This bill would require school boards to hold a special public hearing to identify the categorical programs the district is flexing. In addition the bill requires school districts to track how flexed categorical education program funds are being utilized and report the information to the CDE. This bill also clarifies that it is appropriate for districts to levy modest fees for adult education classes.

AB 189 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 203 (Brownley) – Parent Empowerment

This bill would provide guidance in several areas of Parent Empowerment provisions, including the contents of petitions, the signatures on the petitions, signature gatherers, and school site councils. It also states the Legislature's intent that parents should be provided with information to make an informed decision, and that school district boards hold a public hearing to provide information about parent empowerment and allow parents to make public comments.
AB 203 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 440 (Brownley) – Charter Schools: Petitions and Renewals
This bill would supersede the current charter school renewal process, and would change the academic performance criteria required to establish and renew charter schools. AB 440 would prohibit a local authorizer from renewing the charter for a school that does not meet the newly imposed academic performance benchmarks. A charter school that does not meet the newly specified criteria may request a “determination of academic eligibility” from the SBE. After hearing submitted evidence from the school and testimony in a public hearing, the SBE may provide a positive determination of academic eligibility, thereby allowing the local authorizer the option of approving the renewal of a charter for a school that did not meet the aforementioned minimum qualifications.

The SSPI has taken an “Oppose Unless Amended” position on this bill.

AB 440 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
AB 1330 (Furutani) – Graduation Requirements: Career Technical Education
Current law prohibits a pupil from receiving a high school diploma unless he/she completes specified requirements, including, but not limited to, completing one course in visual or performing arts or foreign language.
This bill, commencing with the 2012–13 school year and until July 1, 2017, would add the completion of a course in career technical education, as defined, as an alternative to the requirement that a pupil complete a course in visual or performing arts or foreign language.

The SSPI has taken a “Support” position on this bill.

AB 1330 is awaiting action on the Senate floor.
SB 107 (Price) – California Interscholastic Federation
This bill would extend the authority of the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) to oversee statewide interscholastic athletic programs. It would extend CIF’s sunset to 2011, and require the CIF to report to the Legislature, SSPI, and the Governor on its activities no later than January 1, 2017.
SB 107 was enrolled on August 25, 2011 and sent to the Governor’s desk.
SB 140 (Lowenthal) – Instructional Materials

This bill would require the CDE, on a one time basis, to develop a list, on or before
July 1, 2012, of supplemental instructional materials (SIMs) for use in kindergarten through eighth grade that are aligned with California’s common core academic content standards in language arts and mathematics. It would also require the SBE to approve or reject the list of SIMs developed by the CDE by September 30, 2012. This measure would ensure that SIMs provide a bridge between the common core academic content standards and the instructional materials currently being used by local educational agencies. 

The SSPI has taken a “Support” position on this bill.

SB 140 is awaiting action on the Assembly floor.
SB 161 (Huff) – Emergency Medical Assistance: Administration of Epilepsy
                           Medication in Schools

This bill would authorize school districts to train school employees without medical training/backgrounds to administer emergency anti-seizure medication to pupils with epilepsy. Training would be provided to school employees on a voluntary basis.
SB 161 is awaiting action on the Assembly floor.
SB 300 (Hancock) – Instructional Materials: Content Standards
This bill would authorize the SBE to adopt the framework and evaluation criteria for instructional materials in history-social science by June 30, 2012, and would require the SSPI to make recommendations to revise the academic content standards in science.

The SSPI has taken a “Support” position on this bill.

SB 300 is awaiting action on the Assembly floor.
SB 753 (Padilla) – English Learners: Assessment
This bill would move the ELD assessment test period from the fall to the spring beginning in the 2013–14 school year. The California English Language Development Test (CELDT), the current ELD assessment, is currently conducted in the fall, and is used as both an assessment of a pupil’s English language development and as a placement/screening test to determine English language learners.

This bill would also prohibit pupils in third grade through twelfth grade from being required to retake portions of the CELDT in which pupils have previously achieved “early advanced” or “advanced” proficiency levels within each grade span. This practice is currently barred by federal law; however, the bill would only go into effect if federal law permits the practice. 

SB 753 is awaiting action on the Assembly floor.
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