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	At the State Board of Education (SBE) meeting in September, a request was made for information regarding the percentage of students with disabilities who took the CAHSEE in 2003-04 with modifications. A total of 453,102 students took the English-language arts (ELA) portion of the test, both with and without modifications. Of that number, 3,298 (0.73%) students took the ELA test with modifications. A total of 453,719 students took the mathematics portion of the test, both with and without modifications. Of that number, 6,709 (1.48%) students took the mathematics test with modifications. See the attached chart.

The total number of all students tested on the attached chart differs slightly from what was reported in September because this number includes both students taking the test with modifications as well as those taking the test without modifications. The test contractor currently reports only valid test scores, which do not include students who took the test with modifications.

If a student takes one or both portions of the CAHSEE with a modification and has received the equivalent of a passing score, the student has not passed the exam, but is eligible to request a waiver of the requirement to successfully pass that portion(s) of the exam taken with a modification. California Education Code Section 60851(c) explains the waiver process in detail. In summary, at the request of the student’s parent or guardian, a school principal must submit to the local school governing board a request for a waiver of the requirement to pass the part(s) of the CAHSEE on which a modification was used and the equivalent of a passing score was earned. If the waiver is granted, and all other graduation requirements have been met, then the student is eligible to receive a high school diploma.

State level results of students receiving special education services who took the test without modifications indicate that 30 percent passed the English-language arts portion and 30 percent passed the mathematics portion of the test. The independent evaluator, the Human Resources Research Organization, will be presenting their year 5-evaluation report at the November SBE meeting and will have further information on students with disabilities.

Attachment 1: CAHSEE 2003-04, State Level Results, Number of Students Tested
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California Department of Education

Standards and Assessment Division

CAHSEE 2003-2004

STATE LEVEL RESULTS

NUMBER OF STUDENTS TESTED

	English–Language Arts (ELA)

	*Total Number of Students With 

and Without Modifications

453,102
	Number of Students Tested 

With Modifications

3,298
	Percent of Students Tested

 With Modifications

0.73%

	Mathematics

	*Total Number of Students With

and Without Modifications

453,719
	Number of Students Tested

 With Modifications
6,709
	Percent of Students Tested 

With Modifications

1.48%


*Note:  Includes all students with test scores in Mathematics or ELA


     Data came from Educational Testing Service (ETS) Detail File dated August 6, 2004
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