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	The State Board of Education (SBE) annually approves the School Accountability Report Card (SARC) template and associated data definitions in accordance with the requirements of state and federal laws.

In May 2004, the SBE approved a SARC template and data definitions that were used for SARCs published during the 2004-05 school year. The SBE also approved revisions to the SARC template and data definitions in November 2004 and January 2005 to implement portions of the settlement agreement in the case of Williams, et al. v. State of California, et al., that were codified in subsequent urgency legislation (Senate Bill 550, Chapter 900, Statutes of 2004).

Brief History of the SARC. In November 1988, California voters passed Proposition 98, also known as The Classroom Instructional Improvement and Accountability Act. In addition to providing California's public schools with a stable source of funding, this ballot initiative requires all public schools in California annually to prepare report cards and disseminate them to the public. The purpose of the report card is to provide parents and the community with important information about the condition and performance of each public school.

In the years since Proposition 98 was passed, additional requirements for school report cards and the dissemination of those report cards have been established through legislation. Most SARC requirements are found in the Education Code, with additional requirements contained in the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation.

SARC Preparation. Pursuant to state law and with SBE approval, the California Department of Education (CDE) each year prepares a model template containing all the data elements that are required to be included in the SARC. The model template includes data for those elements for which the CDE has data available. Other information must be gathered locally. Local educational agencies (LEAs) may use the model template or LEAs may design their own report cards as long as all legally required information is included.

What Does a SARC Contain? Although there is great variation in the design of school report cards, they generally begin with contact information and a profile about the school and its students. The profile usually summarizes the school's mission, goals, and accomplishments.

State law requires that the SARC contain:


· Demographic data 

· School safety and climate for learning information 

· Academic data 

· School completion rates 

· Class sizes 

· Teacher and staff information 

· Curriculum and instruction information

· Postsecondary preparation information 

· Fiscal and expenditure data

In addition, NCLB requires that SARCs contain reports concerning the Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) of students in achieving state academic achievement standards; Title 1 Program Improvement status; graduation rates at the secondary level; and information about the extent to which "highly qualified" teachers are teaching core academic subjects.

Proposed Changes in the SARC Template and Data Definitions. The CDE is soliciting and considering input from the education community and other experts on possible changes in the SARC template and data definitions. The results of this effort in the form of a proposed 2004-05 SARC template and data definitions (for SARCs published during the 2005-06 school year) will be presented to the SBE for approval in May 2005.

The CDE anticipates that it will propose a number of changes in the SARC template and data definitions, including revisions in the reporting formats and data definitions related to the elements added by the Williams case settlement (good repair status of school facilities, teacher misassignments, vacant teacher positions, and availability of sufficient standards-aligned textbooks and other instructional materials).
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