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Noteworthy upcoming developments for the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) include reporting of results for the 2005 annual assessment and the development of new CELDT performance level standards. The annual assessment reports occur each year in February. The development of new performance level standards is needed to respond to new federal accountability requirements for English learners and improvements to the design of the CELDT.

CELDT Annual Assessment Reports

The 2005 CELDT annual testing window closed on October 31. Local school districts had until November 8, to schedule a date for pickup of testing materials. An estimated 1.4 million tests were shipped to the contractor for scoring. Reporting to local school districts will be complete by early January and the release of statewide results for the 2005 annual assessment will take place in early February 2006.

CELDT Performance Level Standards Setting

The CELDT contractor is preparing to conduct a CELDT performance level standards setting session in February 2006. The current CELDT performance level standards were created in spring 2001, following a formal performance standards setting workshop facilitated by the test contractor. At that time performance level cut scores were produced for each test level (K–2, grades three through five, grades six through eight, and grades 9–12) in Listening/Speaking (combined), Reading, Writing, and for an overall total score. The new study is motivated by recent changes in use of the assessment data for Title III accountability and in response to improvements in the design of the CELDT since 2001. 

The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) preceded the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) and Title III accountability. The more recent federal requirements have required reporting of separate scores for Listening, Speaking, and an additional score for Comprehension as well as increased use of the scores for the accountability measures. The new standards are needed in order to respond to the NCLB requirement to report the additional scores listed above and to readily provide results for purposes of Title III accountability 

There also have been improvements to the design of the CELDT since 2001. Commonly accepted professional standards for assessment suggest that it is appropriate to revisit performance levels after a substantial change to test design. The changes were primarily made in order to ease the burden of testing, while maintaining acceptable levels of reliability and validity.  For example, the Listening and Speaking test was originally administered individually; now, the Speaking portion is individually administered, but the Listening test is both group-administered (2-12) and individually administered to the youngest children (K-1). The Listening and Speaking section of CELDT, originally administered as a single, integrated test section, is now administered as separate subsections, one for Listening and one for Speaking. This was done to provide separate scores. The original Story Retelling section of CELDT has been replaced with three different types of constructed-response items. The Reading and Writing sections of CELDT have also changed. The Reading test has been shortened from 45 selected-response items to 35. The original CELDT Writing test asked students to write a story or essay and the new CELDT Writing test has a short composition item. 

The contractor will use the Bookmark Standard Setting Procedure (BSSP) to set new performance level cut scores on the CELDT. A similar procedure was used to set performance level standards for the CELDT in 2001. The BSSP allows experts from California (classroom teachers, content specialists, school administrators, and others designated by CDE) to consider the knowledge and skills that students must demonstrate to enter each performance level. The BSSP is a widely implemented standard setting procedure that meets commonly accepted professional standards in assessment.

Although new performance levels will be established for CELDT, there will be continuity between the original and the new performance levels. The first step in assuring continuity is to be certain that all study participants understand the rationale for the changes that occur. This will include a brief review of the federal accountability and design changes that have occurred to CELDT since 2001 (as discussed above) and how those changes require a reconsideration of the cut scores.

The contractor will also provide study participants with a description of the expected changes in the consequences of the new cut scores as opposed to the previous cut scores. There will be a way to relate the new results to the previous results in order to understand progress relative to the fixed baseline of the last several years. This will be accomplished through a table that will provide the new CELDT scale scores that correspond to the previous CELDT scores.

A preliminary report of the results of the performance level standards settings study will be available in March 2006. CDE anticipates that the new performance levels will apply to administrations of the CELDT beginning July 1, 2006.
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