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Issue: Performance on the Grade Three California Standards Test in English-Language Arts has shown little gain over the past five years.

2004 California Standards Test in English-Language Arts

In October 2004, the California Department of Education (CDE) and the State Board of Education (SBE) asked Educational Testing Service (ETS) to convene the 

English-Language Arts Assessment Review Panel (ELA ARP) to address the lack of gain from results of the 2003-04 California Standards Tests (CST) in English-Language Arts. The ELA ARP reviewed the content of the ELA California Standards Tests and the performance of test questions for both grades two and three. The ELA ARP did not find any source of concern in the tests themselves and found items appropriate to grades two and three. The Panel asked ETS to be sensitive to readability of the passages used in the ELA tests at these grade levels. The Panel did not characterize the 2004 results as posing a problem to the validity of the CST in English-Language Arts.

2005 California Standards Test in English-Language Arts

In August 2005, the Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) test results were released. The results for the grade three CST in English-Language Arts again showed little gain and have shown little gain over the past five years as compared to other grades. State Superintendent O’Connell directed staff to fully examine the grade three CST in English-Language Arts. Staff found that the general pattern of test results for English-Language Arts shows an increase in both mean scale scores and percentage of students at proficient or advanced performance levels. However, while the statewide growth pattern for grade three in 2005, compared to 2003 and 2004 results, parallels that for grades two and four, growth was less pronounced in grade three.

Examination of Data

In October 2005, the CDE and the SBE convened a meeting on the grade three California Standards Test in English-Language Arts with representatives of the ELA ARP, ETS, the CDE’s Technical Advisory Group (TAG), and other evaluation consultants. The CDE’s TAG consists of psychometricians from across the United States and evaluators from local school districts. The TAG advises the CDE on technical issues for the CST. In preparation for the meeting, ETS and the CDE reviewed test construction and administration procedures, and conducted further psychometric analyses. 

ETS presented the following findings on the grade three test to the convened group:

· There were no scoring errors.

· There was no problem with application of attemptedness rules.

· The linking between 2002-03 may have been less strong for ELA and math because of the change from an augmented Norm-Referenced Test to a complete 

stand-alone California Standards Test.

· While original linking may have been less strong, this original linking has no impact on the 2003 to 2004 or 2004 to 2005 linkings.

· The statistical linking between 2003-04 and 2004-05 (common items method) satisfied the requirements for use of that method in that the non-linking items had the same psychometric and content characteristics as the linking items.

· The grade three test was found to be slightly easier (higher mean p-value, e.g., a greater percentage of students answering the questions correctly) compared to grade two and four.

· The number of students scoring at chance and below in grade three is consistent with grades two and four.

· The test blueprint for grade three shows a logical progression between grades two and four.

· Over the years, grades two and three have had increasingly more of the items integrated into the passages (fewer stand-alone items).

· The grade three test has more reading passages than grade two and fewer than grade four.

ELA ARP members, ETS staff, and CDE staff reviewed the 2003, 2004, and 2005 grade three test items and item statistics, as well as the 2002 Stanford 9 items and item statistics. Psychometricians (including the ETS and the CDE and SBE staff, and the TAG members) reviewed ETS data and findings.

Conclusions from the review of the test items and item statistics:

· The current California Standards Test English-Language Arts questions are aligned to standards.

· The Stanford 9 items chosen for the augmented test were very similar to type and difficulty of the California Standards Test items.

· The grade three test appears to be a difficult test in content; however, current items statistics reveal the grade three test has slightly higher p-values than grades two and four.

· The number of passages, the order of the passages, and the length of the passages was a concern.

Recommendations from content representatives:

· Make minor adjustments to

· Passage and item order

· Number of passages

· Balance number of passages between testing sessions, e.g., two-to-three reading passages for each testing session

· Recommend that schools do not test more than one part of the three-part, grade three test per day

Members of the TAG and other invited psychometricians reviewed all data and concurred with ETS that the grade three California Standards Test is technically sound. They concurred with the content specialists that the long passages and the passage order of the test may have influenced test accessibility. The TAG members concluded that the equating is reasonable and not cause for concern. They cautioned that restrictions be placed on the item developers regarding the degree to which changes in content, structure, and format may be made.

Recommendations from technical representatives:

· ETS will develop a three-year plan that will address the gradual evolution of test content and the assessment characteristics as recommended by the ELA ARP and reviewed by the CDE and the SBE for approval.

· To guard against changes that would deteriorate the quality of year-to-year comparisons, the plan will be reviewed by the TAG to determine the psychometric feasibility and appropriateness of these gradual changes.

· ETS will provide for review, approval, and implementation of a set of restrictions of content, format, and cognitive complexity changes.

· CDE should expand its communications strategy to include an enhanced item release program with more passage-related items, describing the linkage to standards and illustrating the variety of items associated with each passage.

In summary, the grade three test is technically sound. The CDE will implement the group’s recommendations and closely monitor them and continue to ensure that all grade levels of the CST are technically sound.
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