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	TO:
	Members, STATE BOARD of EDucation
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	Deb V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch


	SUBJECT:
	Update on the California Standards for the Teaching Profession Review and Revision.


Background
The original California Standards for the Teaching Profession (CSTP) were jointly developed by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CTC) and the California Department of Education (CDE). These standards, which set forth the expectations for current classroom teachers, were adopted by the CTC and approved by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) in January 1997. The State Board of Education (SBE) endorsed the standards in July 1997. While the SBE has no formal role in approving the CSTP, the revised standards will be brought to the SBE meeting in January 2010 for endorsement. 
The CSTP are used by the Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment (BTSA) Induction programs, in the formative assessment systems, to describe and document what a teacher should know and be able to do. According to California Education Code (EC) Section 44279, the CSTP must be used by induction programs in supporting beginning teachers. However, the use of the CSTP has expanded beyond induction and the CSTP have been adopted by a large number of school districts to guide and support administrators as they assess teacher performance.

Update on the Review and Revision of the California Standards for the Teaching Profession

The CSTP has not been reviewed or updated since 1997. EC Section 44279.2(7) states that “the superintendent and the commission shall jointly…periodically evaluat[e] the validity of the CSTP…making changes to those documents as necessary.”

In the years since the CSTP were adopted, a number of changes in the EC, student demographics, and education policies in California have taken place, including implementation of the academic content standards and updates to the kindergarten through grade 12 curriculum frameworks. Because of these changes, the CDE and the CTC convened an advisory panel several times from December 2008 through July 2009 to review the adopted CSTP and propose appropriate updates. 
Key stakeholder groups such as California County Superintendents Educational Services Association, California School Boards Association, the Association of California School Administrators, California Teachers  Association,  the California Federation of Teachers, California State University, the University of California, the Association of Independent California Colleges and Universities, and the New Teacher Center at Santa Cruz were asked to appoint an individual with expertise in teacher preparation and/or effective teaching to the advisory panel. Additional applications to be a member of the advisory panel were made available.

All applications were reviewed by CDE and the CTC to verify appropriate experience and expertise, as well as factors such as geographic representation, credentials held by applicants, expertise with standards, and the diversity and professional experiences of the applicants.
The CSTP advisory panel consists of twenty-three members, supported by the five members of the BTSA State Interagency Task Force (CTC and CDE representatives).
The California Comprehensive Center (CA CC) at WestEd has provided technical assistance and support to the advisory panel in its efforts to review and update the CSTP. In addition to the CA CC, the Regional Educational Laboratories (REL) at WestEd have assisted in the work by providing background information related to state and national teaching policy and legislative changes in the past ten years, and support in constructing valid and reliable surveys to receive input regarding the CSTP.

The CSTP advisory panel collected survey data from educators and others interested in educational issues at two different points in the process via an online survey instrument. The first survey, released in November 2008, focused on input regarding the 1997 version of the CSTP. Seven hundred responses were collected. The second survey, released in April 2009, focused on the March 2009 revised version created by the advisory panel; over 600 responses were collected.
Next Steps

The CSTP advisory panel met in July 2009 to review the final revisions and to discuss dissemination of the revised CSTP and the development of other accompanying resources. Major areas of revision include: a greater emphasis on meeting diverse learning needs; added the use of technologies for access; emphasized developing social, emotional, and cognitive safety in the classroom; acknowledged district policy and expectations regarding the use of curriculum; more clearly identified differentiation of instruction for students with special needs and English learners; more closely linked instructional planning to school and district expectations; added an emphasis on analyzing assessment explicitly for instructional purposes; and, emphasized professional conduct.
The CDE and CTC will review the revised CSTP and make any necessary changes. It is anticipated that the final proposed CSTP revisions will be submitted to the SSPI and the CTC for consideration and possible adoption in October 2009. It is anticipated the revised standards will be provided to the SBE in January 2010 for endorsement.
A description of the work of the CSTP Advisory Panel is located on the CSTP Web page at http://www.ctc.ca.gov/educator-prep/cstp.html (Outside Source). This page contains the original CSTP, the March 2009 revised version created by the advisory panel, a list of the advisory panel members, and other resources which the advisory panel has used in its work.

