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The Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission (Curriculum Commission) has taken action to recommend the draft Reading/Language Arts Framework to the State Board of Education (SBE) for adoption. In completing the work of updating the framework, the Curriculum Commission reviewed current and confirmed research, consulted field experts, conducted an Online Framework Field Review Survey, and reviewed extensive public comment. 

The draft framework will be available online in mid-February at:



http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/fwksurveyintro.asp
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTION

· December 1997: The SBE adopted the English-Language Arts Content Standards. These standards are rigorous, world-class standards meant for all students in California.
· December 1998: The SBE adopted the Reading/Language Arts Framework. The framework provides guidance regarding the content standards, curriculum, and instruction, including universal access by all students to the curriculum. 

· January 2002: The SBE adopted instructional materials in Reading/Language Arts/English Language Development for kindergarten through grade eight.

BACKGROUND

Statutory Requirements

Education Code Section 60204 states:

The Curriculum Commission shall:

(a) Recommend curriculum frameworks to the state board.

(b) Develop criteria for evaluating instructional materials submitted for adoption so that the materials adopted shall adequately cover the subjects in the indicated grade or grades…

Framework Revision Process and Timeline

· November 2002: At the Curriculum Commission’s November 2002 meeting future framework development was discussed. The consensus among the Commissioners was that they wanted to “keep the core of the current frameworks intact, while looking for ways to enhance and improve the documents by incorporating recent research, changes in relevant legislation, and State Board mandates.”

· June 2005: The Curriculum Commission’s Reading/Language Arts/English Language Development Subject Matter Committee (RLA SMC) established guiding principles for the update of the framework and criteria for the evaluation of instructional materials:

· Aligned to the English Language Arts Content Standards
· Guided by the content of the Reading/Language Arts Framework
· Supported by current and confirmed research

· June, July, August, and September 2005: The RLA SMC met to draft the update of the framework and evaluation criteria. Each meeting included opportunity for public comment.

· September 2005: The Curriculum Commission approved the draft framework, including the adoption criteria, for field review.

· October – December 2005: Field review period. Draft framework and field review survey available online. Notification of field review sent to districts, county offices, universities and professional associations. Copies of draft framework available at 26 Learning Resources Display Centers (LRDCs) statewide.

Results of the online survey showed that 73 percent of the respondents rated the overall evaluation of the framework as good or excellent. Slightly more than 55 percent of the responses to all of the questions were rated as excellent.

Some comments were received indicating that the framework and criteria for evaluating instructional materials should better reflect the needs of English learners. CDE staff response is that the needs of English learners are addressed throughout the framework. Each grade level includes suggestions for teaching English learners and the evaluation criteria include a new program, the Reading/Language Arts/English Language Development Basic Program, Kindergarten Through Grade Eight. 

· December 2005: Curriculum Commission met to review preliminary results of field review.

· December 16, 2005: RLA SMC met to review final results of field review and discuss further revisions to the framework and evaluation criteria.

· January 27, 2006: Curriculum Commission held a public hearing and recommended the draft Reading/Language Arts Framework to the SBE for adoption. 
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