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The following memorandum provides information about the Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program requested by the State Board of Education (SBE) at the September 2005 meeting. The GATE program is authorized under Education Code (EC) sections 52200-52212 and California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 5 sections 3820-3870. In addition, the SBE Recommended Standards for Programs for Gifted and Talented Students (Approved October 2001, Revised July 2005) provides criteria for program implementation and approval of local educational agency (LEA) GATE programs. 

The LEA applications for GATE funding are reviewed by the California Department of Education (CDE) and approved by the SBE on a yearly basis. A total of 795 LEAs will receive GATE program funding for fiscal year (FY) 2005-06. There are approximately 481,958 GATE students participating in GATE programs in kindergarten through grade twelve schools based on the FY 2004‑05 California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS).

The GATE state-wide per-pupil dollar amount for all districts is calculated by dividing the total state funding available for GATE by the total units of average daily attendance (a.d.a.) for all participating districts. Each district receives GATE funding based on the district’s a.d.a. for all students in the district. The funding formula is provided on page 7.

Purpose of the Program (EC Section 52200)
It is the intent of the Legislature to support unique opportunities for high-achieving and underachieving pupils in the public elementary and secondary schools of California who are identified as gifted and talented. The Legislature further declares its intent that special efforts be made to ensure that pupils from economically disadvantaged and varying cultural backgrounds be provided with full participation in these unique opportunities. 

In addition, it is the intent of the Legislature to improve the quality of existing programs and to provide for experimentation in the delivery of programs including programmatic approaches and cost levels. Each district determines the types of GATE program services they will provide and how their GATE allocation will be utilized to provide the services. The range of services may include one or more of the following: special day classes, part-time groupings, cluster groupings, enrichment, independent study, acceleration, postsecondary opportunities, services for underachieving and linguistically diverse students, and other activities and seminars. It is also the intent of the Legislature to provide for identification of gifted and talented pupils by individual school districts in a variety of ways based on district needs.,

Categories for Identification of GATE Students (EC 52202)
Each school district governing board defines the demonstrated or potential abilities that give evidence of high performance capability in accordance with regulations established by the SBE. Identification criteria vary widely among districts.

Except for highly gifted pupils, specific measured intelligence or academic achievement scores for identification of GATE pupils are not defined in statute. The definition of a highly gifted pupil is provided in statute. “Highly gifted pupil” means a gifted and talented pupil who has achieved a measured intelligence quotient of 150 or more points on an assessment of intelligence administered by qualified personnel or has demonstrated extraordinary aptitude and achievement in language arts, mathematics, science, or other academic subjects as evaluated and confirmed by both the pupil’s teacher and principal. 

Districts use one or more of the following categories in defining high performance capability: 

· Intellectual ability

· Creative ability

· Specific academic ability

· Leadership ability 

· High achievement 

· Performing and visual arts talent 

· Any other criterion that meets the standards set forth by the SBE

Method of Identification (CCR, Title 5, Section 3820)
Each school district has the responsibility for developing a method for the identification of pupils as gifted and talented. The method of identification shall be included in the application and shall conform to these general principles:

(a)
Standards shall ensure the identification of pupils who possess a capacity for excellence far beyond that of their chronological peers.

(b)
Methods shall be designed to seek out and identify those pupils whose extraordinary capacities require special services and programs.

(c)
Provisions shall be made for examining a pupil’s range of capacities.

(d)
Methods and techniques of identification shall generate information as to a pupil’s capacities and needs.

(e)
There shall be equal opportunity to be identified in the categories served.

(f)
Methods shall be designed to seek out and identify gifted and talented pupils from varying linguistic, economic, and cultural backgrounds. 

Districts use multiple sources of information to identify students for GATE program services including ability tests such as Ravens Progressive Matrix, Otis Lennon School Abilities Test (OLSAT), Naglieri Non-Verbal Intelligence Test (NNAT), and others; nationally normed achievement tests (California Achievement Test 6); California content standards tests; GATE Students Behavioral Rating Scales; portfolios of student work; and impact factors such as socioeconomic, language, special education, and health. 

Evidence for Identification (CCR, Title 5, 3823)
Prior to identification, pertinent evidence as to a pupil’s capacity for excellence far beyond that of chronological peers shall be compiled.

(a)
Appropriate data to be collected by the school district may include: school, class, and individual pupil records; individual tests (including summary and evaluation by a credentialed school psychologist); group tests; interviews and questionnaires (teacher, parent, and others). The range of data shall be broad enough to reveal gifts and talents across cultural, economic, and linguistic groups.

(b)
Evidence of a pupil’s capability may also be derived from pupil products, (e.g., writing samples, portfolios, performance videos), comments from peers, or opinions of professional persons.
(c)
Studies of the factors contributing to a pupil’s underachievement and studies of a pupil’s underachievement resulting from handicapping or disadvantaged conditions shall be considered.

(d)
The pertinent evidence shall reflect consideration of the economic, linguistic, and cultural characteristics of the pupil’s background. 

Identification and Placement (CCR, Title 5, 3824)
Prior to identification, pertinent evidence as to a pupil’s capacity for excellence far beyond that of chronological peers shall be compiled.

(a)
The school employee shall base a decision upon the evaluation of the pertinent evidence by the school principal or designee, a classroom teacher familiar with the school work of the pupil, and when appropriate, a credentialed school psychologist.

(b)
To determine the full range of pupil’s capability, a person recognized as an expert in the gifted and talented category under consideration, and/or an individual who has in-depth understanding of the pupil’s linguistic or cultural group shall participate in the evaluation of the evidence unless there is no doubt as to the pupil’s eligibility.

(c)
These individuals may review screening, identification, and placement data in serial order provided that these individuals meet to resolve differences in assessment and recommendations.

(d)
This shall not preclude the use of an identification and placement committee.

Approval of GATE Programs (EC 52212)
Each applicant school district shall submit an application for approval for a proposed program for gifted and talented pupils to the SBE. Applications are approved for a period of one, two, or three years or denied based on the criteria in the SBE Recommended Standards for Programs for Gifted and Talented Pupils (Adopted October 2001, Revised July 2005). An application may be approved for five years with a site validation of the application by the CDE. 

General Standards for GATE Programs (CCR, Title 5, 3831)
The following general standards that apply to all types of gifted and talented programs:

(a)
Unique opportunities for high-achieving and under-achieving pupils who are identified as gifted and talented shall be provided.

(b)
Districts shall make provisions for ensuring participation of pupils in the upper range of intellectual ability.

(c)
Districts shall make provisions for ensuring full participation of pupils from disadvantaged and varying cultural backgrounds.

(d)
The quality of existing programs shall be maintained or improved.

(e)
Experimentation with a variety of programmatic approaches and cost levels shall be encouraged.

(f)
Written consent of a parent, guardian, or other person having actual custody and control of the pupil on file with the district prior to pupil’s participation in the program.

(g)
The district program shall meet the specific needs and requirements as specified in EC Section 52200 (c) for gifted and talented pupils. Academic components shall be included in all program offerings.

(h)
The district program shall reflect the assessed needs of its identified pupils.

(i)
All identified gifted and talented pupils shall have an opportunity to participate in the gifted and talented program.

(j) The district shall develop a written plan for the district program which is available for public inspection.
Requirements for LEA Written Plans (CCR, Title 5, 3831j)
The written plan shall include:

(1)
The purposes of the program, including general goals and specific objectives that the pupils are expected to achieve.

(2)
The rationale for the district’s method of identification of gifted and talented pupils.

(3)
Where appropriate, procedures for consideration of the identification and placement of a pupil who was identified as gifted or talented in the district from which the pupil transferred.

(4)
The services to be rendered and the activities to be included for pupils participating in special day classes, receiving special services, or participating in special activities.

(5)
A plan for evaluating the various components of the program that includes an annual review of pupil progress and of the administration of the program.

(6)
Procedures for modifying the district gifted and talented program on the basis of the annual review.

(7)
A staff development plan based upon a needs assessment which includes specification of requisite competencies of teachers and supervisory personnel.

(8)
A procedure to inform parents of a pupil’s participation or nonparticipation in the gifted and talented program.

(9)
Procedures for ensuring continuous parent participation in recommending policy for planning, evaluating, and implementing the district program.

(10)
An objective related budget. (CCR, Title 5, 3831)

GATE Program Services (EC 52206)

The governing boards of school districts that elect to provide programs may establish programs for gifted and talented pupils consisting of special day classes, part time groupings, and cluster groupings, consistent with the regulations of the SBE. These programs shall be planned and organized as an integrated differentiated learning experience within the regular school day, and may be augmented or supplemented with other differentiated activities related to the core curriculum using such strategies as independent study, acceleration, postsecondary education, and enrichment.

Each participating governing board determines the most appropriate curricular components for participating pupils within the district. For all programs for gifted and talented pupils, including programs for pupils with high creative capabilities and talents in the visual and performing arts, each participating governing board shall concentrate part of its curriculum on providing participating pupils with an academic component, and where appropriate, with instruction in basic skills.

Districts may provide one or more of the following GATE program service options: 

· Special day classes 


· Part-time grouping (advanced or enriched subject matter for part of the school day)


· Cluster grouping (for appropriately differentiated instruction provided by the regular classroom teacher)


· Enrichment (supplemental educational activities to augment regular educational programs)


· Independent study (additional instructional opportunities supervised by a certificated employee of the district)

· Acceleration (placement in advanced grades or classes)


· Postsecondary education opportunities (pupils attend classes conducted by college or community college or participate in Advanced Placement programs)


· Services for underachieving gifted and talented pupils (participation in services designed to assist with overcoming underachievement)


· Services for linguistically, culturally, or economically diverse pupils (services designed to assist students to develop their potential to achieve at their level of capability)


· Other: counseling, instructional activities, or seminars
Funding  

The FY 2005-06 state budget appropriation for GATE is $46,197,000. An additional $4,294,000 has been deferred to FY 2006-07. The funding level is approximately $8.00 per pupil average daily attendance (a.d.a.) for the district.

Per EC Section 52211, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction apportions funds to school districts based on the following calculations: 

(a)
Divide the total funding available for gifted and talented education by the statewide total units of a.d.a. in kindergarten and grades one through twelve, inclusive at the second principal apportionment of the prior year, for all school districts participating in the GATE program in the current year. 
(b)
Multiply the dollar amount computed in subdivision (a) by the a.d.a. at the second principal apportionment of the prior year for each participating school district.

(c)
No school district with fewer than 1,500 pupils in a.d.a. shall receive less to support its GATE program than $2,500 or the amount it received in 1998-99, whichever is greater.

(d)
No district shall receive less per a.d.a. than the amount it received per a.d.a. in the 1999-2000 school year.

(e)
The dollar amount in subdivision (c) shall be increased annually by the percentage inflation adjustment provided to the revenue limits of unified school districts of over 1,500 pupils in a.d.a. (EC 52211)

Allowable Expenditures 
Including, but not limited to the following:

· Professional development


· Salaries and benefits for GATE specialists (pull-out teachers, itinerant teachers, coordinators)


· Stipends for teachers who serve GATE students beyond contract day (zero period, after school, before school, prep time)


· Administrative costs (coordinator’s salary and benefits)


· Indirect Costs (limited to 3 percent)


· Supplementary textbooks and supplies for GATE classes and students


· Participation in field trips and educational experiences (Odyssey of the Mind, Olympiad, Academic Decathlon)


· Testing materials


· Transportation to and from regularly scheduled classes or seminars


· Scholarships for gifted students to attend special events or classes


· Summer activities for GATE students


· Others as appropriate
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