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	HISTORICAL NOTES

	


Statutory Provision/Regulation Involved:  EC 52048(c)

This section requires school districts to allocate funds to any school or schools in the district for use in kindergarten and grades 1 through 6 for the operation of school improvement programs, provided that the allocation to any school shall not be reduced to less than 80 percent of the school’s prior year enrollment in kindergarten and grades 1 though 6 multiplied by one hundred six dollars ($106) adjusted pursuant to subdivision (a).

Background:
Approximately 107 waivers for funding SI Programs K-6 schools below the minimum funding levels have been requested since September, 1988, of which none have been recommended for denial by the Department.  The State Board of Education has granted approval of these waivers in every case.  The Department has recognized the difficulty school districts have when their enrollment increases for which expansion funds are not forthcoming from the State, and thus, have been supportive of these waiver requests.

The most common objective of this type of waiver request is to leave carryover funds with the schools which generate them rather than redistributing the carryover.  A second objective sometimes cited is that the school district may wish to provide SI funding to one or more additional schools.

In order to ensure that SI schools receive funding sufficient to implement an acceptable level of services, CDE is recommending that minimum funding does not fall below $31.00 per pupil.  This is the amount which the Department allocated to the last middle grades schools to receive SI funding.  This is also the amount provided to schools under SBE 1882.

EVALUATION GUIDELINES

1. The request must be submitted by November 1st of the current fiscal year.

2. If the district has any employee bargaining units, they have been consulted and their position is either supportive or neutral.

3. The request must be reviewed by the appropriate school site council committee(s) and no objections are noted.

4. The request must be approved by the local board of education.

5. The public hearing notice was advertised in a newspaper or was posted at each school and a public hearing has been held.

6. No negative consequence(s) has been identified by the district if the waiver is granted.

7. The per pupil SI allocation proposed in the waiver request is at least $31.00.
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