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	TO:
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	FROM:
	Deborah V.H. Sigman, Deputy Superintendent

Curriculum, Learning, and Accountability Branch 


	SUBJECT:
	Assembly Bill 2648 Report and Executive Summary


A significant new report and executive summary on high school transformation entitled Multiple Pathways to Student Success: Envisioning the New California High School, was submitted on May 12, 2010 by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) to the Legislature and the Governor as required by Assembly Bill (AB) 2648, Chapter 681, Statutes of 2008.

AB 2648 (Attachment 1) required the SSPI to develop, in conjunction with various stakeholders, a report that explored the feasibility of establishing and expanding additional multiple pathway programs in California, including the costs and merits associated with expansion of these programs. 

The California Department of Education contracted with WestEd to assist in the research, writing, and production of the report. Funding was provided by the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Improvement Act (P. L. 109-270) and the James Irvine Foundation. The full report (Attachment 2) and an Executive Summary of the report (Attachment 3) were produced and disseminated statewide.

The policy recommendations contained in these reports outline a vision for substantially improving California’s high schools over the next ten years. To ensure the policy recommendations were clear, consistent, and credible, the following criteria were utilized:
· Address the reporting requirements of AB 2648.
· Support local decision-making and flexibility to the fullest extent possible.
· Articulate roles at the state, regional, and local levels.
· Are congruent with current education reform policy.
· Promote innovation and systemic change to improve secondary education—and transitions of students among the segments from one segment to another—from the middle grades and to postsecondary education—and into career opportunities.
· Are aimed at improving outcomes for all students, closing the achievement gap,

and reducing the high school dropout rate.
· Are actionable.
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Following are the ten categories of policy recommendations along with the pages where they are located in the Executive Summary and Report.
1. Revise the California Education Code and Make Other Structural Changes to Allow High Schools to More Successfully Meet Their Students’ Needs (Executive Summary, pages 17–19; Report, pages 200–202).
2. Change the School and Program Finance System to Increase Student Performance (Executive Summary, pages 19–20; Report, page 202).
3. Expand the Accountability System to More Accurately Reflect High School Students’ Performance (Executive Summary, page 20; Report, page 203).
4. Expand Curriculum and Instruction Opportunities to Allow for the Expansion of the Multiple Pathways Approach (Executive Summary, page 21; Report, 
pages 203–204).
5. Enhance Professional Development and Other Strategies to Increase Teachers’ Effectiveness and Ability to Be Successful in the Multiple Pathways Approach (Executive Summary, page 22; Report, pages 204–205).
6. Ensure That the Transition from Middle Grades to High School Prepares Students for High School, Including Making Informed College and Career Choices (Executive Summary, page 22; Report, page 205).
7. Provide Support and Counseling That Students Need to Succeed (Executive Summary, page 23; Report, pages 205–206).
8. Modify the Mission, Structure, and Functions for Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (ROCP) (Executive Summary, pages 23–24; Report, 
pages 206–207).
9. Increase Work-Based Learning in Schools (Executive Summary, pages 24–25; Report, page 207). 
10. Provide State Leadership That Strengthens the Multiple Pathways Approach (Executive Summary, page 25; Report, page 208).
PROPOSED 2010–11 AGENDA FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION
The Executive Summary and Report also propose the following actions:
· Establish a Multiple Pathways Advisory Board and Establish the Multiple Pathways Approach as Foundational to High School Improvement (Executive Summary, pages 26–27; Report, page 209).
· Establish a Transformation High Schools Pilot Program (Executive Summary, pages 27–28; Report, pages 210–211).
· Consolidate Career Technical Education (Executive Summary, page 28; Report, page 211).
Attachment 1: Assembly Bill 2648 (4 Pages). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/mpfgen.asp. A copy is also available for viewing at the State Board of Education office.

Attachment 2: AB 2648 Report: Multiple Pathways to Student Success: Envisioning the New California High School (211 Pages). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/mps/print/htdocs/mps/home.htm (Outside Source). A copy is also available for viewing at the State Board of Education office.

Attachment 3: AB 2648 Report Executive Summary (35 Pages). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at http://www.schoolsmovingup.net/cs/mps/print/htdocs/mps/home.htm (Outside Source). A copy is also available for viewing at the State Board of Education office.
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