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MEMORANDUM
DATE:	July 31, 2026
TO:	MEMBERS, State Board of Education
FROM:	TONY THURMOND, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT:	Summary of 2026 State Board of Education Accountability Related Actions and Preview of 2027 Accountability Workplan.
Summary of Key Issues
This Information Memorandum provides an update on action by the State Board of Education (SBE) on the 2026 Accountability Workplan, new criteria and requirements for Differentiated Assistance (DA), Direct Technical Assistance (DTA), and Universal Assistance, in accordance with state statute. Attachment 1 summarizes the actions related to the 2026 Accountability Workplan, Attachment 2 provides a preview of the 2027 Accountability Workplan, and Attachment 3 summarizes the changes to the DA and DTA criteria for local educational agencies required by the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF). 
Attachments:
· Attachment 1: 2026 Accountability Workplan Actions (5 Pages)
· Attachment 2: Proposed 2027 Accountability Workplan (2 Pages)
· Attachment 3: Differentiated Assistance, Direct Technical Assistance, and Universal Assistance Updates (3 Pages)
	
	
	




	
	
	




Attachment 1: 2026 Accountability Workplan Actions
The California Department of Education (CDE) is currently implementing the changes adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) in preparation for the release of the 2026 California School Dashboard (Dashboard). In addition, local educational agencies (LEAs) are currently reporting end-of-year student-level data to the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) through July 31, 2026, and graduate and completer data through August 17, 2026.
Following the closure of these data collections, the CDE can begin working to process these data, apply the accountability requirements, and support the field with the release of the 2026 Dashboard on October 15, 2026.
The SBE approved the addition and modification of the following measures as part of the 2026 Accountability Workplan to be implemented starting with the 2026 Dashboard.
1) College/Career Indicator:
a) High Quality Work‑Based Learning Definitions: The SBE approved the following definitions for Work-Based-Learning: Internship; Work-Based-Learning: Student-led Enterprise; and Work-Based-Learning: Simulated Work-Based Learning as follows:
a) High Quality Work-Based Learning (WBL): Internship
(1) 50 hours or more in duration,
(2) Sponsored by the LEA,
(3) Meets Expectations or greater on their Employer Performance Evaluation,
(4) Completed as part of a course offered by the LEA.
b) High Quality Work-Based Learning: Student-led Enterprise
(1) 50 hours or more in duration.
c) High Quality Work-Based Learning: Simulated Work-Based Learning
(1) 50 hours or more in duration.
b) Addition of Work Based Learning as a CCI Measure: The SBE also approved the completion of a high quality WBL measure and one of the following 'plus' measures to show that an LEA/school has prepared a student for college/career:
a) Complete a CTE Pathway, or
b) Complete one semester, two quarters, or two trimesters of College Credit Courses within high school with a grade of C− or better in academic/CTE subjects where college credits are awarded, or
c) Complete two years of Leadership/Military Science, or
d) Meet all requirements for admission to a UC or California State University (CSU), or
e) Complete one Advanced Placement (AP) course with a grade of C- or better or receive a score of 3 or higher on one AP exam, or
f) State Seal of Biliteracy, or
g) Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments (SBAC) score of Level 3 or higher in one subject area [English Language Arts (ELA) or Mathematics] and a score of Level 2 in the other area, or
h) Receive a score of 4 or higher on one International Baccalaureate (IB) exam, or
i) Complete one IB course with a grade of C- or better, or
j) Complete one Cambridge International course with a grade of E/e or complete one Cambridge International exam with a grade of E/e or better, or
k) State Seal of Civic Engagement.
c) Addition of State Seal of Civic Engagement: The SBE approved the completion of the State Seal of Civic Engagement measure and one of the following 'plus' measures to show that an LEA/school has prepared a student for college/career.
a) Complete a CTE Pathway, or
b) Complete one semester, two quarters, or two trimesters of College Credit Courses within high school with a grade of C− or better in academic/CTE subjects where college credits are awarded, or
c) Complete two years of Leadership/Military Science, or
d) Meet all requirements for admission to a UC or CSU, or
e) Complete one AP course with a grade of C- or better or receive a score of 3 or higher on one AP exam, or
f) State Seal of Biliteracy, or
g) SBAC score of Level 3 or higher in one subject area (ELA or Mathematics) and a score of Level 2 in the other area, or
h) Receive a score of 4 or higher on one IB exam, or
i) Complete one IB course with a grade of C- or better, or
j) Complete one Cambridge International course with a grade of E/e or complete one Cambridge International exam with a grade of E/e or better, or
k) Completion of a high-quality WBL: Internship, Student-Led Enterprise or Simulated Work-Based Learning.
d) Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) Armed Forces Qualification Test (AFQT): The SBE approved adding ASVAB AFQT to the CCI by modifying the Leadership/Military Science measure to include success on the ASVAB as follows:
a) Complete two years of Leadership/Military Science and:
(1) Receive a score of Level 3 or higher in either the ELA or the Mathematics SBAC and a score of Level 2 “Standard Nearly Met” or higher in the other assessment, or
(2) Receive a score of 31 or higher on the ASVAB AFQT.
e) International Baccalaureate Course Completion Modification: The SBE modified the IB measure to include completion of an IB course with a C- or better along with receiving a score of 4 or higher on an IB exam. The modified IB measure is to read as follows:
a) Receive a score of 4 or higher on two IB exams, complete two IB courses with a grade of C− or better, or complete one IB course with a grade of C− or better and receive a score of 4 or higher on an IB exam. The qualifying IB course and qualifying IB exam topics cannot match; or,
b) Meet all requirements for admission to a UC or CSU school and
(1) Receive a score of 4 or higher on one IB exam or complete an IB course with a grade of C− or better.
f) Cambridge International: The SBE approved the addition of Cambridge International courses and exams as a measure of preparedness in the following ways:
a) Complete two Cambridge International A level or AS level courses with a grade of E/e or better, receive a E/e or higher on two Cambridge International A level or AS level exams, or complete one Cambridge International A level or AS level course with a grade of E/e or better and receive a E/e or higher on a Cambridge International A level or AS level. The qualifying Cambridge International A level or AS level course and qualifying Cambridge International A level or AS level exam topics cannot match. Or,
b) Meet all requirements for admission to a UC or CSU school and
(1) Receive a score of E/e or higher on one Cambridge International A level or AS level exam or one Cambridge International A level or AS level course with a grade of E/e or better.
2) Priority 1 Teacher Assignment Data
a) Updated Terminology on Dashboard: The SBE approved the Dashboard reference for Teacher Assignment Data will shift from the term “Clear” to the more precise label “Fully Credentialed and Properly Assigned” on both the Teacher Assignments card and the Local Indicators Dashboard page.
b) New Intra‑District Comparison Table: A new ‘Comparing Schools Within this LEA’ table will also be added, providing an intra‑district view of how schools compare in the percentage of Fully Credentialed and Properly Assigned teachers. This addition is intended to strengthen transparency and highlight differences across schools within the same LEA.
3) Long-Term English Learner (LTEL) Student Group
a) Include Recently Reclassified Students (RFEP) in the ELPI: The SBE approved augmenting the ELPI calculation to count students who have recently reclassified to fluent English proficient status within the past year as students that have made progress.
b) Suspension Indicator: The SBE approved meeting the five-by-five table modification for LTEL students in the Suspension Rate Indicator as follows:
a) Elementary School LTELs will use the Middle School Five-by-Five for Suspension Rates, and
b) Elementary District LTEL student groups will use the Unified District/K-12 Five-by-Five for Suspension Rates.
4) English Language Arts and Mathematics Indicators:
a) Updated Terminology for Academic Indicators: The SBE approved replacing the term “Distance from Standard” with “Distance from Proficiency” for both the ELA and Mathematics Indicators on the Dashboard and any Dashboard-related publications and resource tools.
b) Addition of California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) Performance Trends and Link to the CAASPP Results Webpage: The SBE authorized the inclusion of achievement level trend data showing student performance across all achievement levels for both ELA and Mathematics on the SBAC, the California Science Test, and the California Alternate Assessments for the ALL student group in stacked bar charts. The Dashboard will include direct links to each local educational agency or school’s CAASPP webpage.
c) Removal of Participation Rate Grace Periods: The SBE approved the removal of the grace periods applied to the participation rate calculations for the ELA, Mathematics, and Science Indicators.
5) Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS)
a) Application Based DASS Schools: No changes were made to the application-based DASS criteria. The SBE adopted that the CDE utilize existing criteria for any new schools pending application-based DASS status, and that those applications be processed for the 2026 Dashboard
6) Science Indicator
a) Adopted as a full state indicator on the Dashboard under Local Control Funding Formula Priority 4: Academic Achievement.
7) English Language Arts (ELA) Growth and Mathematics (Math) Growth
a) Adopted as full state indicators on the Dashboard under Local Control Funding Formula Priority 4: Academic Achievement.

8) 
Attachment 2: Proposed 2027 Accountability Workplan
In November 2026, the California Department of Education (CDE) will start to bring components of the 2027 Accountability Workplan for consideration to the State Board of Education (SBE). The formal adoption of the 2027 Accountability Workplan is anticipated at the January 2027 SBE meeting.
The SBE and SBE liaisons have indicated that the following items should be added to the 2027 Accountability Workplan.
1) English Language Arts and Mathematics Indicators:
a) Positive Point Scale: The SBE requested that CDE staff examine how California can move to a clearer metric than distance from proficiency using a positive point scale on the 2027 Dashboard.
2) English Language Arts and Mathematics Growth Data Dashboard Card Display:
a) Modification of the Growth Data Display: The SBE asked the CDE to revisit the design of the Dashboard Growth Data Card following public feedback at the January 2026 SBE meeting.
b) Positive Point Scale: The SBE requested the CDE look to modify the growth score reporting to include a positive point scale.
c) Incorporation into Differentiated Assistance Criteria: The SBE requested additional information about how growth could impact support identification prior to the next identification cycle in 2029.
3) College/Career Indicator:
a) College Course Code 9227: SBE liaisons have asked the CDE to revisit the removal of College Exploration/Readiness Courses with a course code of 9227 from the College Credit Measure following public feedback at the March and May 2026 SBE meetings.
b) Renaming CCI: The SBE has asked the CDE to explore renaming the College/Career Indicator to better represent the current measures, specifically the State Seal of Civic Engagement.
c) Adding Industry Certifications: The SBE requested that the CDE investigate the data collection around, and consideration of, Industry Certifications.
d) Continuous Improvement: The SBE requested a review of all available ‘plus’ options of the CCI and explore opportunities to streamline the indicator while preserving its rigor and supporting inclusivity across students, schools, and districts.
5) Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS)
a) Application-Based DASS Schools: Prior to any modification of the Application-Based DASS criteria through SBE action, the SBE requested an impact analysis be presented to the board. CDE began processing DASS applications for charter schools and alternative schools of choice using the currently approved criteria and updated methodology for new applications in April 2026, and will resume renewals for the 2026–27 Accountability year (2027 Dashboard) in the Fall of 2026.
6) Updating Cut Scores Across all State Indicators
a) Review distributions of LEA performance to see if cut scores should be adjusted: Most state indicator cut scores were set in 2016 and 2017 and have not been updated or adjusted since they were set.
b) Federal Improvement Goals in the ESSA State Plan: The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) suggests that states revisit their improvement goals set for schools every 7 years. 
7) Updating California’s ESSA State Plan
a) Review modifications to the Dashboard to determine necessary amendments required to California’s ESSA State Plan
8) Data Simulations and Technical Support for Further Updates to Local Control Funding Formula Criteria
a) CDE will provide data simulations and technical support as necessary for updates to DA and DTA criteria.  
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Attachment 3: Local Control Funding Formula Support Criteria Updates
In July 2026, the State Board of Education (SBE) adopted new criteria to determine local educational agency (LEA) eligibility for California’s system of support for Differentiated Assistance (DA), and prioritization of Universal Assistance, effective with the 2026 California School Dashboard (Dashboard). Pursuant to the recently approved state budget, the criteria for Direct Technical Assistance (DTA) will remain the same as prior years.
2026 Differentiated Assistance Criteria
The new DA eligibility criteria use the following:
· At least two Red state indicators in each of the last three Dashboard years.
· Same indicator
· Same student group
· Addition of an All-Student group
· Use of the Red and Orange performance level for the English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI) for the English Learner (EL) and Long-Term English Learner (LTEL) student groups
· Moves to a three-year identification cycle with the next cycle occurring with the release of the 2029 Dashboard
· Aligns criteria for all LEAs (county offices of education, districts, and charters are treated the same)
CDE will develop resources within the Dashboard Communications Toolkit to assist the field with understanding the new criteria. 
2026 Differentiated Assistance Criteria: Prioritizing Universal Assistance
Using the same criteria as specified above, the CDE, pursuant to requirements specified in the 2026–27 state budget, will publish a new annual data file of LEAs meeting the new DA criteria based on one year of Dashboard data to help COEs prioritize Universal Assistance.
2026 Direct Technical Assistance Criteria
The criteria for Intensive Support or DTA continue to be the same as prior years as follows:
· County offices of education and districts are eligible for DTA when three or more student groups meet the differentiated assistance criteria for two or more LCFF priorities in three out of four consecutive years (or if a LEA has less than three student groups, all of the student groups have met the differentiated assistance criteria for three out of four consecutive years). 
· Charter schools are eligible for DTA when three or more student groups meet the differentiated assistance criteria in 2024, 2025, and 2026. For charter schools with two or fewer student groups, all student groups need to meet the differentiated assistance criteria in 2024, 2025, and 2026. 
· Moves to a three-year identification cycle with the next cycle occurring with the release of the 2029 Dashboard
California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System Reporting Support
Shifts the criteria for reporting of data to the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) from DA to technical assistance pursuant to new requirements as specified in the 2026–27 state budget. The CDE is required to annually publish information on LEAs identified to be eligible for this type of support.
Additional Review and Future Required Criteria Updates
The SBE also approved the following:
· Beginning in 2029, incorporate Science, ELA Growth, and Math Growth data in DA eligibility, with analysis of options for including ELA and Math Growth data in the 2027 and 2028 workplans, as additional years of ELA and Math Growth data become available.
· Evaluate the inclusion of Science, ELA Growth, and Math Growth indicators into the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) support eligibility criteria for consideration following the 2026 identification cycle.
· Evaluate options for Dashboard Alternative School Status (DASS) federal and state eligibility criteria for implementation for the next DA eligibility cycle, beginning in 2029.
Finally, pursuant to the requirements specified in the 2026–27 State Budget, the SBE must:
· By May 15, 2029, provide recommendations to the Legislature on possible statutory changes to DTA criteria so that DTA identifies LEAs needing more intensive, extended support and is not duplicative of DA.
· By May 15, 2029, update the DTA criteria for implementation with the 2029 Dashboard, taking into account changes to DA criteria and any relevant research.
· By May 15, 2029, provide recommendations to the Legislature on performance criteria for LEAs serving alternative school populations to ensure those criteria more fairly evaluate LEAs serving students in alternative settings.
