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	FROM:
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	SUBJECT:
	Every Student Succeeds Act: Update on Waiver Under Title I, Part A, Section 8401 to Waive Double Testing of Science Requirement.


Summary of Key Issues

This Information Memorandum provides an update on California’s request for a waiver under Title I, Part A, Section 8401 to waive the double testing of the science requirement. On May 12, 2016, the State Board of Education (SBE) approved submission of a federal waiver request to not double test or report individual scores for the new California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS) summative assessments while conducting pilot and field testing of the CA NGSS general and alternate assessments. The waiver request was submitted to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) on June 2, 2016.
The California Department of Education (CDE) received a response from the ED on September 30, 2016, which provided the CDE an opportunity to resubmit a revised waiver request within 60 days. The CDE resubmitted the waiver to the ED on November 29, 2016. On December 13, 2016, the ED denied the CDE’s waiver request. The CDE requested a formal hearing with the ED on December 20, 2016. The hearing was conducted on January 6, 2017. On January 18, 2017 (Attachment 1), the CDE received a letter from the ED which denied the waiver request. The CDE is currently reviewing options, which may include a formal request for a one-year waiver that was discussed orally at the formal hearing.
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1:
January 18, 2017, letter from Ann Whalen, Senior Advisor to the Secretary, ED in response to the waiver request (3 Pages). This attachment is also available at https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/3361391-CA-Science-Waiver-Letter-Signed-2017-1-18.html [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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