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	SUBJECT:
	California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities Related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress System.


Summary of Key Issues

This Information Memorandum provides a summary of recent events and developments related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System, including the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, Interim Assessments and Digital Library, the California Science Test (CAST), the California Alternate Assessments (CAAs), and the California Spanish Assessment (CSA).

Current Highlights

· The CAASPP testing platform hit a record by successfully testing 495,463 students concurrently on May 9, 2017. 
· As of June 6, 2017, about 3.2 million students had completed at least one English language arts/literacy (ELA) and/or mathematics summative test out of approximately 3.3 million students we expect to test.
· California transitioned to the use of Desmos calculators on Smarter Balanced assessments. Desmos calculators are online, accessible calculators. They are fully compliant with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 AA and include features that allow students who are blind or visually impaired access to a graphing calculator. These calculators also are available as free online tools that may be used by students throughout the school year. To learn more about the calculator, visit the Desmos + Smarter Balance Web page at https://www.desmos.com/testing. 
Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments 

· The state testing window for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments began on January 9, 2017. To date, more than 1,800 local educational agencies (LEAs) have administered assessments.

. 
Preliminary student scores and aggregate reports can be accessed electronically through the Online Reporting System within three to five weeks after an individual student has completed all testing. Student Score Reports are generated, printed, and shipped to each LEA once the LEA’s administration reaches 90 percent of students’ tests having been scored. Final data will be publically released in September. 

CAASPP Post-Test Workshop

The 2016–17 CAASPP Post-Test Workshop has been held in several venues across the state throughout May 2017. This year’s workshop is titled “Using Assessment Results to Inform Teaching and Learning.” A Webcast of the workshop will be broadcast live from the Santa Clara County Office of Education on June 13 and will be archived on the CAASPP Portal Web page at http://www.caaspp.org/training/webcast/.  
Smarter Balanced Sample Items Web Site

Smarter Balanced has released its new Sample Items Web site, at http://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org, which allows parents, educators, and other stakeholders to explore and interact with sample questions in the same way that students encounter them on the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. Viewers can use search filters to quickly find items on the basis of grade, subject, claim, or item type. 
The Web site presents a variety of item types used in Smarter Balanced assessments to accurately measure what students know and can do. These samples are not intended to be used as practice tests, but stakeholders can use them to better understand how Smarter Balanced measures college- and career-ready content. 

California Alternate Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, and Science

The administration of the CAAs for ELA, mathematics, and pilot assessment in science began on March 20, 2017. Out of approximately 40,000 students eligible to take the CAAs for ELA and mathematics, approximately 34,700 students had completed the CAA for ELA and 34,500 had completed the CAA for mathematics as of June 6, 2017. This year, approximately 18,000 students are participating in the initial pilot of the CAA for Science through the innovative approach of using embedded performance tasks, which are based on Core Content Connectors aligned with the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS). As of June 6, 2017, approximately 13,500 students have completed the CAA for Science out of approximately 18,000 students expected to take the pilot.
The California Department of Education (CDE), along with the Educational Testing Service (ETS), will host item review workshops for California educators to review newly developed test items for all alternate assessments prior to the next test administration. California educators will evaluate the quality of test items on the basis of content appropriateness, fairness, and accessibility. The item review workshops for the CAAs for ELA and mathematics will be conducted June 12 through 15, 2017, and the item review workshops for the CAA for Science will be conducted June 20 through 23, 2017. 
The CDE has produced several resources to assist LEA staff, parents, and stakeholders in understanding the CAAs:

· Assessment fact sheets for ELA/mathematics and science to answer the who, what, where, why, and when questions. This “Assessment Fact Sheet,” which is a resource to all LEAs, parents, and stakeholders, is located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/caaelamathfactsheet.pdf. 

· The “Quick Reference Guide,” is intended to provide test examiners with assistance in starting the CAAs for ELA and mathematics. The CAA guide is located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/caaqrguide.pdf. 

· An informational video on the CAA for Science, a resource for all LEAs, parents, and stakeholders, is available on the CDE CAASPP CAA Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caapilotvideo.asp.  
Justification Form for Exceeding 1 Percent
The Every Student Succeeds Act regulations require LEAs to notify the CDE if they expect to exceed 1 percent of their student population taking alternate assessments. This provides state educational agencies with data to assist them with determining if the state will exceed 1 percent of their student population taking alternate assessments and provides the state with information it could use to request a federal waiver if needed. It should be noted that there is not an LEA cap on the percent of alternate assessments and California does not anticipate going over 1 percent statewide. If an LEA does anticipate exceeding 1 percent of its student population, the LEA must describe, through the CDE 1 Percent Justification form, the specific program responsible for the LEA exceeding the 1 percent threshold. For the 2016–17 administration, this form must be submitted to the CDE by Friday, June 30, 2017. More information about the form, including a link to the form, is available on the CDE 1 Percent Threshold on Alternate Assessments Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caaonepercent.asp.

Update on the Development of the Pilot Test for the California Science Test 

The initial CAST pilot testing of approximately 1.5 million students began on March 20, 2017. As of June 6, 2017, approximately 1.3 million students had completed testing. Upon completion of the assessment, students and test administrators also completed surveys about their testing experiences. Information gathered on the student and test administrator surveys will help identify needed improvements. The CDE, in collaboration with the ETS and California science educators, will meet June 21 through 23, 2017, to review test items for content appropriateness, fairness, and accessibility. 

On April 28, 2017, the CDE and the State Board of Education (SBE) submitted a waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education (ED). The CDE and the SBE are requesting a one-year waiver to not double test or report individual scores for the 
2016–17 school year pilot of the CAST. 

The CDE and the ETS recognize that developing this new assessment requires formulating questions that bring together both science content and practices as well as incorporating concepts that span different scientific disciplines. The CDE and the ETS will continue to confer with science and education experts in the development of items that measure the depth and breadth of the CA NGSS within the constraints of existing technology and testing times. On March 1, 2017, as part of the ongoing development effort, the CDE and the ETS hosted a California Science Summit with nationally recognized science and assessment development experts. The topics discussed related to the development of CAST items and their alignment with the CA NGSS to ensure that students are administered quality assessments that are relevant and best measures of what they know and can do. On May 2, 2017, the CDE and the ETS reconvened with the science experts and discussed the CAST reporting, test blueprints and other topics, including a training test and accessibility supports for 2017–18 CAST field test. 

The CDE has produced several resources to assist LEA staff, parents, and stakeholders in understanding the CAST:

· Assessment fact sheets for the CAST to answer the who, what, where, why, and when questions. This “Assessment Fact Sheet,” which is a resource to all LEAs, parents, and stakeholders, is located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/castfactsheet.pdf. 

· The “Quick Reference Guide,” is intended to provide test administrators assistance in starting a training test or a test session for the CAST. The CAST guide is located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/castqrguide.pdf.  

· An informational video on the CAST, a resource to all LEAs, parents, and stakeholders, is available on the CDE CAASPP CAST Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/castpilotvideo.asp. 
California Spanish Assessment 

In March 2017, the ETS conducted a semiannual meeting with the CDE to continue discussing the timeline of test development activities leading up to the operational CSA. At this time, the CDE and the ETS remain on track for an operational CSA in spring 2019.

The CDE included a survey in the April 12, 2017, edition of the CAASPP Update to gather input about the use of technology in classrooms where students are receiving Spanish instruction. This survey will help inform the CDE as it continues the development of the CSA, a computer-based assessment.
From July 17 through July 21, 2017, the ETS will conduct an item review meeting for California educators in Sacramento. The purpose of the meeting is to review items for content, bias, and sensitivity issues. 

In September 2017, the CSA blueprints will go to the SBE for review and approval. Blueprints are crosswalk documents that delineate how the content standards used in the curriculum will be represented on the CSA test forms. They are high-level plans describing how the CSA will reflect the same balance of content from year to year and from grade to grade.
The CSA pilot test window is scheduled for September 18 through October 6, 2017.

Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments

Use of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments is on the rise among California students. For 2016(17, there have been over 6.4 million administrations of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments across more than 1,500 California LEAs. Approximately 85 percent of the interim assessments administered have been Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs), and approximately 15 percent have been Interim Comprehensive Assessments. Approximately half of the administered interim assessments have been for mathematics, while the other half have been for ELA. The 2016(17 interim assessments will remain available to LEAs through August 29, 2017.

The 2015(16 school year was the first full school year the interim assessments were available to LEAs. During that school year, approximately 5.8 million interim assessments were administered.
The CDE and Smarter Balanced continue their commitment to improving the usefulness of the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments to teachers for guiding instruction. In September 2017, Smarter Balanced will launch a new Interim Assessment Reporting System that will provide California educators with rich and more granular information about student performance on individual items. Item-level information that will be provided will include, but not be limited to, each item’s correct response, each student’s response, the content standard(s) to which each item is aligned, and each item’s required depth of knowledge. In addition, student results will be sortable at both the item and aggregate levels. 

Smarter Balanced Digital Library

New Digital Library Playlists

The Instructional Learning Series now includes Digital Library playlists for every assessed grade in the Smarter Balanced assessment system. The most recent additions include a playlist for Grade Five—Read Literary Texts and for Grade Five—Numbers and Operations in Base Ten. The Instructional Learning Series playlists provide teachers with access to content in the Digital Library that is specifically targeted to support content assessed on a corresponding IAB.

The Digital Library Connections playlists are a collection of resource lists that link interim assessments with Digital Library resources based on student performance on IABs. Two recent additions to the Digital Library Connections playlists include Grade Four—Revision and Grade Six—Geometry. Smarter Balanced continues to build Digital Library Connections playlists with the intent of producing one for each IAB at every grade level by winter 2017. All resource lists are available on the recently renamed CDE Digital Library Playlists Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/dlplaylists.asp.  
Recent Enhancements to the Digital Library

The latest round of enhancements to the Smarter Balanced Digital Library now offer users expanded personalization and collaboration features. The new features include:

· Personalized favorites collections. This feature, which can be accessed under the “Favorites” tab by choosing “Create a Collection,” allows users to create personalized lists consisting of their favorite Digital Library resources. Users can share and discuss their favorites collections with other Digital Library users through user forums within the Digital Library.

· Customizable goals. Users can manage personal goals for reviewing and providing feedback on Digital Library resources. These settings can be adjusted, monitored, and modified under the user profile "Goals" tab.

· Downloadable documentation of achieved user goals. This feature allows users to track the completion of their resource review goals by downloading a compilation of goals achieved. In addition, users can share their progress toward goals in the “Most Active Members” section of the Digital Library home page.

· Manageable e-mail notifications. Users can adjust the frequency of e-mail notifications they receive when resources are posted that align with their expertise as indicated in their account profile. Users can select to receive real-time, daily, or weekly e-mails or the default, which is set for no e-mail notifications. 

CAASPP Federal Peer Review
The ED notified California on January 18, 2017, that it had determined that the Smarter Balanced ELA and mathematics implementation substantially met the peer review requirements. The letter included information on what would be required to fully meet the requirements of peer review. In March 2017, the CDE sent the ED a letter responding to the results of the Smarter Balanced peer review. While some elements of the peer review findings were directly addressed in the letter, some will require additional information from Smarter Balanced as well as some additional data collected during the 2017 assessment administration. California likely will submit additional evidence for the Smarter Balanced peer review in December 2017. CDE staff are also working on preparing evidence for peer review of the CAAs for ELA and mathematics. This submission is due to the ED in August 2017. 

Technology Update
The CDE continues to assist the K–12 High Speed Network with the implementation of the Broadband Infrastructure Improvement Grant programs, which are designed to assist schools in improving their connection to the Internet to administer computer-based assessments. As of May 2017, 258 out of 315 sites from the first and second round of funding had their projects completed (81.9 percent), with data passing through their circuits. Currently, 57 sites have work in progress. A “second wave” of 67 under-connected sites were approved at the beginning of May, and those projects will begin work over the summer. 
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (5 Pages)

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with the Educational Testing Service (ETS), has provided a variety of outreach activities to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System. Outreach efforts have included Webcasts, in-person test administration workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations for numerous LEAs throughout the state. The following tables list presentations during March, April, and May 2017. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through listserv e-mail.

	Advisory Panel/Review Committee Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	4/19/17
	Sacramento
	Advisory Commission on Special Education Meeting
	35
	Provided information on the CAASPP System to commission members.

	5/3/17
	San Antonio, TX
	Smarter Balanced

Collaboration 

Meeting
	50
	Participated in five-year strategic planning process to develop a long-term vision and theory of action and to articulate aligned goals, strategies, and potential investments that would serve the Smarter Balanced mission. 

	5/4–5/17
	San Antonio, TX
	Smarter Balanced

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting
	50
	Obtained information from TAC members provided guidance on technical assessment matters pertaining to validity, reliability, accuracy, and fairness.


	In-Person Regional Trainings/Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	3/1/17
	Sacramento
	Science Summit
	10
	Discussed the current development efforts of the science assessments that are aligned to the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS) with national science experts.

	3/14/17
	Concord
	CAASPP Operational Hand Scoring Workshop
	45
	Provided scoring training for operational assessments in English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics in grades three through eight and grade eleven. The purpose of this training was to: 

· Train teachers in the effective use of rubrics to accurately score responses for Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments. 

· Prepare teachers to take and pass the certification for scoring of the CAASPP Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and mathematics.

· Provide teachers with an opportunity for scoring of the    2016–17 Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and mathematics. 

	3/16/17
	Fresno
	
	56
	

	3/28/17
	Burbank
	
	80
	

	4/18/17
	San Diego
	
	123
	

	4/20/17
	Riverside
	
	158
	


	In-Person Regional Trainings/Meetings

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	5/2/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Post-Test Workshop
	120
	Provided CAASPP Post-Test Workshops to inform LEAs of the various components of the 2016–17 CAASPP assessment student results and reports and how this information may be used to inform teaching and learning. 

Topics covered in the workshops include:

· Principles of scoring (including high-level information on the scoring of the Smarter Balanced Online Summative Assessments);

· Using the Online Reporting System;

· Understanding how to access, use, and interpret the   2016–17 Student Score Reports and results to improve classroom instruction; and
· Providing supplementary resources and reference materials to assist LEA CAASPP coordinators with their local training efforts to improve teaching and learning.


	5/12/17
	Fresno County Office of Education (COE)
	
	60
	

	5/23/17
	Shasta COE
	
	40
	

	5/31/17
	University of California, Riverside, Extension
	
	130
	


	Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Event Location
	Event Name
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	3/15/17
	Sacramento
	Regional Assessment Network
	25
	Presented a general update on the CAASPP System.

	3/16/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Stakeholders Meeting
	15
	Provided an overview of assessment-related bills being analyzed by the CDE and shared program updates on the California Science Test (CAST) and the California Alternate Assessment (CAA).

	3/21/17
	Sacramento
	24th Annual California Charter Schools Conference
	50
	Presented new state assessments being developed, the complex cycle of test development, and how educators can get involved in the entire development process.

	3/31/17
	Los Angeles
	National Science Teachers Association Annual Conference for Educators
	200
	Participated in a multistate panel regarding NGSS-aligned state assessment. California’s portion of the session was titled, “Science Assessment: The California Way.”

	4/20/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Stakeholders Meeting
	15
	Shared information on enhancements to the CAASPP System.

	4/28/17
	San Diego
	San Diego Science Education Conference
	300
	Provided an update on development of the CAST and CAA for Science.

	5/17/17
	Sacramento
	Regional Assessment Network
	25
	Provided a general assessment update including:

· English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) transition from paper-pencil test to computer-based assessment 
· Summative assessment volumes

· Legislative update

· Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment reporting site enhancements 

	5/18/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Stakeholders Meeting
	15
	Provided a general assessment update including:
· ELPAC transition from a paper-pencil test to a computer- based assessment

· Legislative update

· State Board of Education actions and future items

	5/18/17
	Sacramento
	Special Education Administrators for County Offices
	To Be Determined
	Provided update on CAAs including:
· Updates on the status of testing the alternate assessments

· Feedback on the Pilot Test of the CAA for Science
· Launch of the 1 Percent Threshold and Justification Form


6/20/2017 2:14 PM


6/20/2017 2:14 PM

