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	SUBJECT:
	Update on the Transition from the California English Language Development Test to the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California.


Summary of Key Issues

Pursuant to California Education Code Section 60810, the California Department of Education (CDE) is required to administer the California English Language Development Test (CELDT), which is aligned with the 1999 English Language Development (ELD) Standards, until the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) initial and summative assessments are developed and adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE). The ELPAC will be aligned with the 2012 California ELD Standards (2012 ELD Standards) and will be operational in spring 2018. 
The final administration of the CELDT Annual Assessment (AA), which local educational agencies (LEAs) use to reclassify English learners (ELs), occurred in fall 2016. Because cut scores for the ELPAC field test must be approved by the SBE (tentatively scheduled for January 2018), and reclassification and validation studies must be completed (fall 2018), there will be a gap during which LEAs will not have official English language proficiency (ELP) scores to determine reclassification. Moreover, in transitioning from one ELP assessment to another, the CDE must ensure that it is meeting accountability requirements. 

Update on the Transition from the CELDT to the ELPAC 

In order to enable LEAs to reclassify their ELs in a timely manner, the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), in collaboration with the English Learner Support Division, is providing reclassification guidance for meeting the ELP assessment criterion during the 2017–18 school year. The reclassification guidance letter for 2017–​​​​​​18 is posted on the CDE Reclassification Guidance for 2017–18 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rd/reclass1718.asp. The letter specifies the options available to LEAs to continue to reclassify students during this transition. There are options with no cost as well as options to use supplemental funds for the options that have costs. The detailed guidance was sent to LEAs on April 28, 2017. 
In addition, ADAD collaborated with the Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division to ensure that accountability is being addressed during the transition from the CELDT to the ELPAC (see Attachment 1). Once the ELPAC becomes operational in spring 2018, the first year of results will be reported in the California School Dashboard as “Status” only. In subsequent administrations of the ELPAC, when more than one year of scores are available, both “Status” and “Change” will be reported. 
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Transition from the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) to the 
English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC)

	Category
	2016–17
	2017–18
	2018–19

	CELDT

Lead Division: Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD)


	· Annual Assessment July 1, 2016–October 31, 2016; Initial Assessment July 1–June 30, 2017. Annual results reported publicly in summer 2017; combined results publicly reported in fall 2017. 

· 2016–2018 CELDT Information Guide will be revised to include updated information on reclassification in spring 2017. Additional CELDT to ELPAC informational notifications will occur regularly.  
	· Initial Assessment only July 1, 2017–June 30, 2018. Local educational agencies’ (LEAs’) results will be received 6–8 weeks after submission for scoring. Results publicly reported in fall 2018. 

· Refer to the reclassification guidance letter for 2017–18 posted on the California Department of Education (CDE) Reclassification Guidance for 2017–18 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rd/reclass1718.asp.

	· No CELDT

	ELPAC

Lead Division: ADAD

	· ELPAC Summative Assessment field test March 6–April 14, 2017. Individual student results will not be generated.


	· ELPAC Initial Assessment field test August 28–September 22, 2017. Individual student results will not be generated.
· January 2018: Threshold cut score results for the ELPAC Summative Assessment field test submitted to the State Board of Education (SBE), including adoption of the operational ELPAC Summative Assessment.
· January 2018: Posting of the 2017–18 ELPAC Information Guide.
· Operational ELPAC Summative Assessment February 1–May 31, 2018. LEAs’ results will be received 6–8 weeks after submission for scoring. 
· March 2018: Threshold cut score results for the ELPAC Initial Assessment field test submitted to the SBE, including adoption of the operational ELPAC Initial Assessment.
	· Operational ELPAC Initial Assessment July 1, 2018–June 30, 2019. Each LEA will score, submit, and report official scores to students within 30 days of enrollment.    

· Operational ELPAC Summative Assessment February 1–May 31, 2019. LEAs’ results will be received 6–8 weeks after submission for scoring.

· Fall 2018: Threshold validation study for the operational ELPAC Summative Assessment. Threshold performance cut-scores will be validated for each level, and recommendations will be submitted, if necessary, to the SBE for approval in September 2018. 

	Reclassification 

Lead Division: English Learner Support Division (ELSD)
	· Current year CELDT scores will be used for reclassifying English learners. 

· April 2017: Joint letter from ELSD and ADAD to LEAs with guidance on reclassification beginning in school year 2017–18. Further guidance may follow if there are changes of the California Education Code (EC) (e.g., Senate Bill [SB] 463 becomes law).

· The reclassification guidance letter for 2017–18 is posted on the CDE Reclassification Guidance for 2017–18 Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/rd/reclass1718.asp.
	· Since the 2015–16 school year, the reclassification criteria, pursuant to California EC Section 313, has remained unchanged. LEAs are to continue using the following four criteria to establish local reclassification policies, unless and until there are changes to the California EC (e.g., SB 463 becomes law): 

1.  Assessment of English language proficiency, using an objective assessment instrument, including, but not limited to, the state test of English language development

2.  Teacher evaluation, including, but not limited to, a review of the student’s curriculum mastery

3.  Parent opinion and consultation

4. Comparison of student performance in basic skills against an empirically established range of performance in basic skills based on the performance of English proficient students of the same age

· However, for the 2017–18 year only, LEAs may choose from the options delineated in the 2017–18 reclassification guidance letter to meet the criteria for number one above, at their discretion. These options do not exempt LEAs from administering the ELPAC Summative Assessment in spring 2018, as this is the new English language proficiency assessment that will be utilized for state and federal accountability purposes.
	· Current year ELPAC scores will be used for reclassifying English learners.

· After the operational ELPAC validation study in summer 2018 and additional data analysis, the CDE will recommend new reclassification criteria to the SBE no later than January 2019.

	Accountability

Lead Division: Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting Division 

	· March 2017: Release of the California School Dashboard (for accountability), but only as a field test of what LEAs will expect to see in fall 2017. 
	· December 2017: Public posting of the English Learner Progress Indicator (ELPI) through the California School Dashboard. This indicator calculates a color-coded performance level based on Status and Change using 2015–16 and 2016–17 CELDT data files.
	· December 2018: Public posting of the ELPI through the California School Dashboard. For 2017–18 ELPAC data, the indicator will only calculate Status based on the 2018 operational ELPAC Summative Assessment results. The CDE will work with the Technical Design Group to develop a new methodology for calculating Status for the ELPI using the 2018 ELPAC Summative Assessment results.
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