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	April 28, 2017


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Every Student Succeeds Act: Request for a Waiver Under Title I, Part A, Section 8401 to Waive Double Testing of Science Requirement.


Summary of Key Issues

This Information Memorandum provides an update on California’s request for a waiver under Title I, Part A, Section 8401 to waive the double testing of the science requirement. Based on a recommendation from the U.S. Department of Education (ED), the California Department of Education (CDE) and the State Board of Education (SBE) submitted a one-year waiver request to not double test or report individual scores for the 2016–17 school year during the full-census pilot of the California Science Test (CAST) (see Attachment 1). The CDE, in collaboration with SBE staff, will continue to engage in conversations with the ED.   

Brief History of Key Issues

In May 2016, the SBE approved the submission of a federal waiver request to not double test or report individual scores for the new California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS) summative assessments while conducting pilot and field testing of the CA NGSS assessments. The table below shows the actions that have occurred following the approval from the SBE.

	Date
	Action

	June 2, 2016
	The CDE and SBE submitted the double testing waiver to the ED.

	September 30, 2016
	The CDE and SBE received a response from the ED, which provided the CDE and SBE with an opportunity to resubmit a revised waiver request within 60 days.

	November 29, 2016
	The CDE and SBE resubmitted the waiver request to the ED.

	December 13, 2016
	The ED denied the CDE and SBE’s waiver request.

	December 20, 2016
	The CDE and SBE requested a formal hearing with the ED.

	January 6, 2017
	The ED conducted a hearing on California’s waiver request.


	Date
	Action

	January 18, 2017
	The CDE and SBE received a denial letter from the ED. The letter included an opportunity for the CDE to formally request a one-year waiver for the 2016–17 school year to waive the double testing of the science requirement while California pilots the new science assessment. 

	March 27, 2017
	A phone conversation about the science waiver was conducted between the CDE, SBE staff and the ED, which resulted in the decision to submit a one-year waiver.

	April 28, 2017
	The CDE and SBE submitted a request for a one-year waiver from double testing to the ED.  


The timeline for the implementation of CAST is shown below:
	Year
	CAST Phase

	2016–17
	Pilot test

	2017–18
	Field test

	2018–19
	Operational test

	2019–20
	Operational test
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