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	memorandum


	Date:
	April 28, 2017


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Update Regarding the Memorandum of Understanding for Membership in the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium.


Summary of Key Issues

On April 28, 2017, the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (Consortium) rescinded the Notice of Termination for the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with The Regents of the University of California (UC) as represented by the University of California, Los Angeles and its National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (UCLA/CRESST), and gave notice to Consortium members of a renewed MOU with the UC. The renewed agreement reflects a change in location from University of California Los Angeles to the University of California Santa Cruz Silicon Valley Extension. This MOU will automatically renew for successive one-year periods unless terminated.

Brief History of Key Issues

· On September 30, 2016, the UC gave notice to all Consortium members, including California, that the UC was terminating the MOU as of June 30, 2017. On April 21, 2017, the Smarter Balanced executive committee members voted to retain the existing relationship between the Consortium and the UC Regents and to change the campus that represents the Regents to the University of California Santa Cruz Silicon Valley Extension. The existing MOU will allow California to continue to have access to the Smarter Balanced Assessment System, in return for paying its membership share of the Consortium’s operational budget (currently $9.55 million annually).
· On July 24, 2014, an MOU for California to continue participation in the Consortium as a governing state with decision-making capacity was signed by State Board of Education (SBE) President Michael Kirst. At that time, federal funding ceased and Consortium members shared the operational expenses of Smarter Balanced’s new fiscal, administrative, and operational agent, the UC. 
· On June 3, 2011, an MOU for California to join the Consortium as a governing state with decision-making capacity was signed by SBE President Michael Kirst, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson, and Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. At that time, the Consortium was federally funded with the state of Washington acting as Smarter Balanced’s fiscal agent.

Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: Copy of the Press Release: Smarter Balanced Partners with UC Santa Cruz on April 27, 2017 (1 page). This attachment is available via the World Wide Web at https://www.smarterbalanced.org/release-smarter-balanced-partners-uc-santa-cruz/. A copy of the press release, Smarter Balanced Partners with UC Santa Cruz, is also available for viewing at the State Board of Education office.
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