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	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	California English Language Development Test: Adjusted 2013–14 Performance Level Cut Scores for the Kindergarten and Grade One Reading and Writing Assessments.


Summary of Key Issues

Background on the K–1 Reading and Writing Assessments

In July 2009, the California English Language Development Test (CELDT) was administered for the first time in all four domains to students in kindergarten and grade one (K–1) with the addition of the reading and writing assessments. In January 2010, the CELDT contractor conducted a Bookmark standard setting, and the State Board of Education (SBE) approved the State Superintendent of Public Instruction’s (SSPI’s) proposed performance level cut scores in May 2010. 

In July 2010, the SBE approved a modified calculation for the overall score for K–1 to include reading and writing weighted at five percent each, and to reduce the weights for listening and speaking from 50 to 45 percent each. The SBE also approved a modified definition of English proficient for K–1 students on the CELDT, to require an overall score of Early Advanced or Advanced, and the domain scores for listening and speaking at the Intermediate level or above. The domain scores for reading and writing would not need to be at the Intermediate level. These conditions significantly minimize the role of reading and writing scores on the classification decisions for these young students. 

Minor Technical Adjustments to the K–1 Performance Level Cut Scores for Reading and Writing

The CELDT will continue to be administered until its successor, the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) system, is operationally ready. In the meantime, the CDE must ensure that the CELDT retains its technical quality per state and federal law. 
When preparing the 2013–14 test forms, the CELDT contractor determined additional psychometric scaling work needed to be completed to ensure the comparability of the 2013–14 K–1 reading and writing cut points to those established by the SBE in May 2010 and used from 2009–10 through 2012–13. The CDE, after consultation with the CELDT Technical Advisory Group, directed the CELDT contractor to re-estimate the difficulty parameters using multiple years of data (2009–10 through 2012–13). The re-estimation was successful and resulted in good vertical equating for all grades and subjects except K–1 reading and writing. Minor technical adjustments to some of the performance level cut scores are needed to ensure the verticality of the common scale for the K–1 reading and writing, and maintain comparability to the cut scores established by the SBE in May 2010. The SBE cut points were applied to the 2009–10 through 2012–13 CELDT K–1 results. These minor adjustments will be applied to the 2013–14 K–1 reading and writing raw scores and will be used until the CELDT is replaced by the ELPAC. 
Attachment 1 documents the raw score cut points for K–1 reading and writing set by the SBE in May 2010 and the 2013–14 raw score cut points. Nine of the eleven adjustments are changed by one raw cut point only. Ten of the eleven apply to Intermediate and below. The Early Advanced for Kindergarten writing would move up by one point, and none of the other Early Advanced or Advanced cut points need to be changed.
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1: The 2009–2013 and 2013–14 Raw Score Cuts for California English Language Development Test, Kindergarten and Grade One Reading and Writing Assessments (1 Page)

The 2009–2013 and 2013–14 Raw Score Cuts for California English Language Development Test, Kindergarten and Grade One Reading and Writing Assessments
Table 1 

Reading, Kindergarten and Grade One

	Grade Level
	Beginning 
	Early Intermediate
	Intermediate
	Early Advanced 
	Advanced

	
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14

	K
	<8


	<6

	8


	6

	13


	12


	19


	19

	23

	23



	1
	<17

	<17


	17

	17


	21

	20


	23


	23

	24

	24




Table 2

Writing, Kindergarten and Grade One

	Grade Level
	Beginning 
	Early Intermediate
	Intermediate
	Early Advanced 
	Advanced

	
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14
	2009–2013
	2013–14

	K
	<9


	<8

	9


	8

	13


	14


	18


	19


	23

	23



	1
	<17


	<18

	17


	18

	20


	21


	24


	24

	27

	27




Note: The 2013–14 cut scores that differ are indicated in bold (11 of 20 for K–1 reading and writing). 

� The reading assessment has 20 test items and a total of 24 possible points.


� The writing assessment has 20 test items and a total of 28 possible points.
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